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= 'The Epiſtle IF 
acceptance ) if the ſeverity } 
of the Winter ſeaſon hin- | 
dering the P reſs , and the 
unkinaneſs and delay of the | 
Printer ſmce , bad not un- 
happily prevented it : tho 
you may now very juſtly | 
admire that among ſo great 
a wariety of Books penned 
on this Subjedt, and the | 
mnfinite Diſputes that have | 
troubled the World about it , | 
F ſhould preſume to appear 
tn publick, that T ſhould en- 
gage in ſo difficult a Prob-| 
Jem, and ſhould venture t| 
make a diſcovery of this, as | 


 Lerra Incognita ; ſouce ma- 


«3. $4 
©, 


Wont 
DIES” 


endeavours - 0 f. finding out 
| the truth of it, ( launching 
forth into this waſt Ocean 


back laden with nothing but 
with greater doubts, and 
beavier perplexities ; but the 
great Motive that hath in- 


duced me to the P ublicati- 


on of it, is this, That the 


| facile perſwaſion of irreſpe- 


Grue Decrees, bath infunte- 


tb contributed to the geſpe- 


| rate preſumption of ſome 
| Men, they as vainly ima- 


gining- that there is no poſ-. 


the 
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Hom jo: Learned | 
Ieen, in their. moſt curious . 


bave at length returned. 


*% 


prafiices of 


mever effedt tt. 
from . this weak 


+ 
_ 


s 


men have "wibay- | 

-o drawn many dange- |} 
rOMs conclufro ons , that their | 
=> ſecurity is greater , and their 
V happineſs indeed firmer, tha! 


þ. | in truth and reality t +. | 


% 


® > 
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=: # ence theſe Abſolute Pre- 
deftin, 


mnarians have often-beg-. 


hes + leſſng , and ſaid 


© Grave over their horrible 
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Erimes ' add Enormities : 


= # 
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6 mate i their bu- 
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yy "Conf crate. the. 


pretended g ood Ol, 
Thus theſe wile © 
by their cunning and infime- = q 
ating Arts have cauſed men = 
to err, and deviate from ; 
FF the truth; and they have 
i wholly | bale to poſſeſs 7 
their Prof elytes with an 9+ | 
pinion , that they ſhall never 
enter mnto Heaven, that the 
| Gates thereof ſhall be fſ® _ 
1 Hockt and bolted againſt them, 4 
if they -bring not this: Tick - 
et of their 'abſ, olute Eleftion, ] 
oned and ſealed by the bands. 
| of the Presbytery,'( thee 7 
; epreſl entatives of - the Sy- _ 


- . ef 
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\ of Ld 4 
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"The Epiſtle 
.wod of Dort ) far their rea- 


dy admiſſion mtoit ; So that 
theſe Religious FI ei 
bave too often allured, and 
ſo captivated too many to 
embrace this deſperate Prin- 
ciple, and hereby they have 
eaſely obtained the prea- 
reſt Victory, and Conqueſt 0- 
wer the weakeſt judgements 
in a Nation; and in. this 
manner they have encoura- 
ged men to horrid Rebelli- 
on. When theſe Predeſti- 
narian peſts did breath forth 
\ ſuch infefious Do@rines , 
ſpreading the Poyſon of theſe 
ai! Principles into 
their - 
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their Followers breaſts , who 
l bhave thereby imagined them- 
ſelves as ſecure of Heaven 
| and happineſs, as if they 
were al that very inſtant - 
| 7n the preſent poſſeſſion there- 
| of: But 'tis ſtrange, that 
men ſhould lay on the foun- 
| _ dation of the Goſpel of 
| Peace, ſuch Wood, Hay and 
Straw, meer Stubble ; ſuch pi- 
tiful infirm Dofrines, which 
will not abide the Teſt of 
ſound, and ſober - Reaſon , 
all of which are ſo highly 
njurious ta God, and as fa- 
_ tally dangerous to men ; inft- 
nitely prejudicing their minds 
CO ST 


that they 
far better 


Notions. 


rcanum of Chri- 
indeed it I 


elſe but 4 more | : 
2 rs Ty. of [. 75) 3 
"too preat | 
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0 


? Y M9 


| # only ſerves .to' free ma 
| from the labours of a holy 


regular courſe ; and -it | 


; Frultrue of a $00d li e; 


| Wa =— pra 
| rogate, How any. one. can'afs. . ; 


and ſay. that be &:& © 
1 mae briflian 5 and' one-off 
ods Sheep, and. belongs dw 
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his Fold when he cannot, 
neither. labours to produce. 
 #be proper marks, and fig- 
natures of Chriſtianity, wet 
will alwayes be made known, 
and perſpicuouws in the in- 
regrity of our [rves, and atti- 
me. | == 


We, a. maintuining 0 t- 
"tas IE Ele&ion does. 
no way advance true Pie-_ 
ty, but rather a confede- 
racy in fm, and an afſocia- 
#101 in miquity, and 2 jun- 
Qo. m. Rebellion. And. all 


this bath; and is ſecured un- 
der dan condutt of a Set, 


_— 


__ Dedicatory. ; 
or private Party; which bath 
been too notorious among us. 
Though C my Lord _) what 
I have done in my enſuing 
Treatiſe, bath been with a 
purpoſe far different from 
what was truly wviſeble in 
the face of other mens de- 
frens; it ws, that Gods great 
mercy' towards the-race of 
Mankind, may be truly ad- 
_ wancd,\and glorified” itt "= 
# woby an” Article in 


a _—_ = 
In. ele Jo 4- pious: aud Re- 
Aion" courſe of life, diſco- 


ver _ 
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upon this account Your 
Lordſhip hath ſeen Rebelli- 
on march under the diſguiſe 
* of Reformation, and though 
the wind of Religion diſ- 
| played ſome mens Banners; 
| | yet profit and intereſt direc- 
2 ted their march. But though 
| the North may be ſiill preg- 
| nant with theſe kind of 


Storms ; yet 1 hope men 
will h ave their eyes in their 
beads to foreſee them ; and 
| when fire 'breaks out int a 
| Neighbour Nation, they will 
| exerciſe the preateſs care 
| for the preſervation, and 
| ſafety of their own. And 
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God be thanked we have a 
Neptune ſo powerful, that 
can compoſe the raſh, and 
calm the violence of thoſe 
turbulent and impetuous Nor- 
thern Seas, and T empeſts. 


T bus what I have done (my 


Lord) in my following ; 


Tratt, hath been to- refifie 


the Notion, that . hath had 
ſo fatal and malignant an in-. 


fluence on mens prattices m 
the Nation. And I hum- 
bly beg and implore Tour 
Lordſhips - pardon, . that 1 
' ſhould be ſo ambitions ta have 
this ſmall..- piece .come forth 
into the World, wider - the 


_- 


_ \Decicatiny, 

| ſhelter of Tour great Name 
| and Patronage ; though the 
 deſegn of it deſerves the Pro- 
- refon of one like Tour ſelf; 
whoſe great Loyalty, and Pi- 
ety is ſo exemplary among 


4; and whoſe life is a perfett 


contradiction to this Geneva 


Principle. So that Your 
conſtant Fidelity and Allegi- 
ance to our dread Sovereign 
in the greateſt viciſſtudes, 
and varieties of Accidents ; 
and Tour wonderful Zeal in 
promoting true Religion and 
Piety appears to the World, to 
be the cleareſt confirmation of 


Your diſlike 0 


f this Aſſertion of 


a 2 ons 
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Lhe Epiſtle, e>c. 
ods Abſolute Elefion of. 
Men. AY which gIVES me 
encouragement to acknowleage 
my ſelf inthe moſt humble du- 


and the moſt fo ubmiſſe VP 
Stile, tobe _ 


My Los», 
Your Honours moſt 
| obliged and moſt 
obedient Servant, , 
. Books 


Fg” 
Ma £4 
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Books Printed for, and are to be ſold by 
Edward Vize, at the Biſhop's 
Head over againſt the Royal 
—_—_— m Cornhill. 


Diſcourſe of Prayer : Wherein 
this great Duty 1s ſtated, ſo as 
to: oppoſe ſome Principles and Prati- 
ces of Pap:iſt5 and Fanzticks; as they are 
contrary to the Publick Forms of the 
Church of Ez2/4zd, eſtabliſhed by her 
Eccleſiaſtical Canons, and confirmed 
by Atats of Parliament. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Tryal of 
Spirits : 'Wherein Inquiry 1s made in- 
to Mens Pretences to Inſpiration for 
publiſhing DoRrines in the Name of 
God, beyond the Ru'es of the Sacred 
Scriptures. In oppolition to ſome _ 
Principles and Practices of Papiſts and 
Faxxaticks ; as they contradi& the Do- 
Arines of the Church of Exzlard, de- 
fined in her Articles of Religion, eſta- 
bliſhed by her Eccleſiaſtical Canons, 
and confirmed by Atts of Parliament. 

A Spittle Sermon Preach'd In Saint 
Prides Pariſh Church, on Wedneſday in 
Eaxfter Week, being the Second Day of 
apr, 


April, 1684. Before the Right Honou- 
rable. the Lord Mayor, the Court of Al- 
dermen, and the Sheriffs of the now 
Proteſtant, and Loyal, City of Lozdor. 
Theſe three, by Thomas Pittis, D. D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty. 
Advice to the Readers of the Com- 
mon-Prayer, and to the People attend- 
10g the ſame ; With P: | Preface CONncern- 
ing Divine: Worſbip. Humbly offered 
to Conſideration , for promoting the 
greater Decency and Solemaity in per- 
nnd the Ofices of Gods Publick 
Worſhip, adminiſtred according to the 
Order eſtabliſhed by Law amongſt us. 
By a well meaning ( though unlearn- 
ed) Laick of the Church of Exzland, 
EB |. 
The Life of the Learned and Reve- 
rend Dr. Peter Heylin, Chaplain to 
Charles1. and Charles Il. Monarchs of 
Great Britain. Written by George Yer: 
z0n, Recor of Boarton on the Water 10 
Glouceſterſhire, 
— The Crafty Lady.: Or the Rival of 
Himſelf : A Gallant Intriegue. 'Tran- 
ſlated out of French into Ene/ſb, by 
F.C. Ph. Gent. 


The 


oY 


The Viſions of Government, Where- 
in the Antimonarchical Principles and 
Practices of all Fanatical - Commons 
 wealths-mex, and Teſuitical Politicians 

re diſcovered, confuted, and expo- 
ſed; By Eaxward Pettit, M. A. and 
Author of the Yi{ſons of Purgatory and 


Thorough Reformations. 


\ % 


21. line 21; for reſpefZive, read irreſpettive. p« 
L 15. for coercion, I. coattion. p. 124-1. 13 

, add though all finners. p. 153.1. 10. I. cot 

| 260. |. 11. I. ix the day of thy power. 
dele the comma before Vulcan. 'p.'327 

fs. -PÞ» 343+ b. 9+ I. fince 3n the Divine 
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gement 
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my optat 


"I. 


ementof that excellent Book entt- 


A Di courſe of the 
judg 


. tuled, | Deus Fuſtificatus ], or the Di- 


vine Goodneſs vindicated and cleared 
againſt the Aſſertors of abſolute,and in- 
conditionate Reprohation : I do hear- 
{b, that Thad read 
th greater diligence, and 
WI r-adyertency ; but how- 
ever I ſhall not tread in the footſteps 
of another mans induſtry, butendea- 
r to trace the 


S OL. -and#/1raportance 
ro every Chr ſo far forth as Di- 
vine Revelation (that is, the Sacred 
Scripture ) gives direction a 
dagcs: tgp hare our Realpy 
ptuous an intruder, asto offer a for 
title to a full 1 ing of t 
grear DoCQtrine of Predeſtination, or of 

vine 


ow 


rear DoQrine 
any other D 


our ingeni- 


By 


great an inury, as not toacknowledge 
the Almighty the Author of the ab- 
ſtruſer points of Divinity , as well in- 
deed as the ſole Diſpoſer of the know- 

ledge of thenr: the beſt diſcovery of 
which , is moſt clearly deriv*d from 
the Lighr of Gods revealed Will, inthe 
brighter Oracles of his Word; fo that 
F ſhall entirely adhere to the advice of 
an eminent Father in the . Greek 
Church; 7 3 a F Sear v4 dyfav 
pugHetwy un Sev 70 700 are FI, Joey, 7. 
exlifone yewpav, (thar 1s) As concerning 
the holy and' drvine myſteries of Faith, 
ana Chriftian Religion, we ought to do 
20t hing' by atcident , as to introduce the 
proancts of' our brain,' the meer iſſues of 
our onn' invention , without the divine 
warranty awd authority of the Sacred 
Srriptares; And: here Tfhall notdwell 
on the preliminary proof 'of 'the Hy- 
pothefis;namely, that thereare'Divine 
Detrees, and'fixed Conltiturions of the 
_ Almighty (theſe immanent ads re- 
ſiding 'in the Divine Intellect ) ſince 
the voice of the Scripture does' ſo: of- 
ten; and' fo-loudly proclaim the um. 
doubted certainty of them, as when 
the ſacred Decrees are denominated, 
and come under the plain Appellati- 
B 2 ons 
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ons of the Purpoſes of God, of the Ele- 
ction of God , of the vamuiry Gai mh 
BT, . 5 T&yron, th? determinate coun+ 
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Mortals ; who in his. Divine Preſci- 
ence, does clearly foreſee, ! how things 
in his juſt Oeconomy will be effected, 
and certainly come-to paſs : So that 
poor man falling from his original re- 


Qitude,and primitive integrity,and not | 


. 
- 


moving in that ſphere of duty, wherein 


the great God had placed him, he did 


quickly-loſe that full aſpe&t and cor- 
relpondence, (namely , that bletlcd 
communion he had with his Creator ). 
Hence- he- was condemned toan eter- 
nal night of horror, and ſo to circu- 
late in perpetual miſery 3 till the Al- 
mighty, fromthe tenderneſs of his 
pity' and commſſeration , / did: break 
torth with ſo quick a light and mercy, 


in that ſo fienal an irradiation of his 


goodneſs, in that firſt Evangelical Pro- 
miſe, that the ſeed of the 'Woman ſhall 
break the Serpents head. Thus this firſt 
dawning of:Udivine 'grace afd: mercy, 


_ did cleanly'ſhine forth inthe Tnoarna- 


tion:of our bleſſed Saviaur ;'. and-fo 
you: plainly read Ephe/.'1 5 .-of Gods 
having: predeſtinated us to the adoption 
of Children by Jeſus Chriſty to himſelf, ac» 
cording tothe good pleaſure of his- will - 
So thatthe Divine Decrees'as they are 


truly confidered in themſelves, and in' 
—_—_— B 3 their 
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_ and that vp. 


their proper-intriofick nature, and not 
in their real effes, in the juſt execu- 


tion of them, they are all atts of Gods 


free grace and goodneſs 3 and they do 
truly advance, and highly jlluſtrate the 
glory of it. For it 15 Gods abſolute 


will, that he will deal in this manoer_. 


with men, that he will go on in this 
way of p! | cels, by the readieſt 1 ules.of 
Joktice pal Mercy, in «be dus' rower: 
ding our faith, and real obedience ; 
and {o onthecontrary, inthe inflicting 
condign puniſhment, on all that abſti- 
pately refuſe the gracious tenders of 
mercy through the bleſſed Feſas ; and 
ſo become. truly deaf and obdurate to 
all its ſweeteſt charms and invitations. 
Thus you. ſee,: that the wrath of Gad is 
not entail'd.. on Adam's poſterity, as 
they are men ; but it really deſcends 
on them- as perſevering vicious and 
fofg].;. as. you: may read it expreſly in 
Eb ab d. $2 of, by. reaſon of that. 


| hlack catalogue of grievous :enormi- 


ties and.crymes mentiqned in. the. pre- 
atVerke, cometh the wrath. of God, 
8he children of difobedience ; 

ard notk ve Oh ſcofanyetern LI Law,or 4s. 
y jmmutable Decree and:Conftitutian 
eſtabliſhed in Heaven ; For you 5 
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that there is no Court of Judicature in 


any Nation makes Penal Laws and De- 
crees againſt mens meer perſons and 
natures, but only againſt their viler 
wayes,and notorious practices,and hor- 
rid miſdemeanours ; for there is no Sta- 
tute that takes Cognizance of any man, 
but only as he is a Criminal ; And cer- 
fainly theRighteous Judpe of the whoſe 
World did never enaQ any Decree, or 
SanEtion, perfeMly to reprobate ariy 
mans individual nature,bur only to deal 
_ with him according to his own works , 
and perſonal demerits ; fo that the 
very being and eflence of a man, can- 
not poſſibly be the formal and adequate 


objeQ of Reprobation : And I really 
perſwade my felf , that the unhappy 


miſunderſtanding of the ſeveral Texrs, 
and various places of Holy Writ, 
which do ſeem: to affert and infinuare 


abſolute Predeftination, or Ele&ion,ot 


fr been the moſt powerfut and ef- 
ſus! means the Devil harh made 
afe of alt afong in all Ages of che 


ation front art eternal Decree, 
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arti = Dna oF th Devil, inſidi- 
. high. Opinion, of 


"their. own righte- 
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1A. ſtrange CON- 
ſpirityal. worth, 

attended. with 

derifjon, of 

hatb;and. may 

ct; men. of this 

e perſecuted. 


betrars of their eſpou. A 
the very 
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1 olure Elefti 
5 our .nterelf, and future haj 
| great, 8 Frogs igy under the, 
concel meer phantaſtic 
ver, who - highly boaſts,that ou 
ſed: Saviour hath effeRed ſo much for 3 
us,that we need not entertain any care, 4 
or. 'be at the leaſt pains to daany thing 3 
ourſelves: For ſome men take u 
\ vine Decrees, as. certain Ss 6b _ 
from duty 3. as if. they, carrie: m—_—_ Y 
very nature, aclear diſpenſation as to 
the..matter. of duty and obedience, and 
not the, leaſt obligation to; Chriſtian | 
nl tice, . . Thus ſuch : perſons are = 
tt. up with 2 vain and an imagina= "= 
zo Heaven, and (9. hey / hugs, 
| ely: pleaſe. them ELVES .ON _ 
' in; jo, =” 1n.carnal ſecurity and bs. 
ritual floth,. who do never attempt a 
ONE It forward .1n.t * > 
- wayes .of: pre ſcrib'd... 
, build their. w 
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cure in, the warm boſome of Predefti- 
nation. 'Nay, ſome confident Zealors 
in this way, have #rrived to fo | 
high a degree of inſolence, and have 
| been fo excefſively arrogant, that they 

have really believ'd, that they by thetr 
ſo caſic and facile faith , and as quiet 
recumbency on Chrift ( as ſome rerm 
it) or as others have Chriſtned their 


they bud 
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have a firm Baſt: 
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for his hi tily debauctvelifs, bei 
{enced bg a- praſpe&t of he you 
rous conſequence: thereof, 1n-order to 
make due eli on7 on his miſerable 
condition, that he might. be more 
powerfully prevailed ypen unto areal 
change and renovation 5; all che de- 
fence that this great perſon makes for 
himſcl, is only this, 8: predeffinatus 
fm, nulla peccats Porerine E regna 
celoram auferre: (thatis) If I am ab 
Jolutely predeſtinated , the cammiſſion of 
the wileſt crimes wall never exclude me 
Heaves : Si reprobgtus, nulla opera va- 
lebunt conferre; If 1 amoveprobated, let © 
me manage my life never [o: carefully, 
let me freer wy. _—_— we. 
ly, and pioufly, T BEVEY arrfUE af 
Heaven and Heppineſi, Thus you 
clearly fce the {ad effeft and pr. 
of mens reſpetive Predeſtinarian prin 
ks rh » (C this unhappy Rock upon 
h rao too many ſhipwrack them. 
lelves). And Swctonius ps in the 
pon op Tiberius a 
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fato age : than entertain 
bolibf. TharaY log dd mon onthe 
jmmutable. Vide 6 Deſtiny and 


'Fate, 
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Fare, :dnd. {he did: become perfetly 
remuls as to the diligent jr 
and; veneration: — gods. : But 
we have not 1o learned Chriſt, and his 
; Dodrine.- *Tis ver! firange; that men 
E under; the Goſpel-ſhould: be. ſo. miſe- 
= rably infatuated, and ſo:{adly deluded 
6 Ip -with ſuch: fond: and: »miſtaken- confi- 
E dences , -and'bo{der ;pretenſions : for 
=_ the Scripture does fully -acquaint us 
E. with. the very condition required. to 
= 'everlaſting. happineſs, which con- 
liſts'expreſly in Golpel Obedience ; 
tor this. is 'the hinge, on: which:our 
_ eternal ſalvation Kigkees, and altogether 
depends.: '{o-that. itis.in vain to.urge, 
that our: \armgs are. true and right 

. DoArine of Predeſti- 


% 


= - Hom the: TeRtitude of Gods Divine 
: Laws and Rules: For the wholepur- 
5 port.'of: the Golpel,:is:to engage;usto 

be holy, and that in all iraxner. of con: 
on, as. in: I Pet: Þ;: IS. '& Taoy 
op Fan the very turning andconver- 
£ » Ronde: to 
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ſelf, and all his Avolttes, ſem to con- 
ſpire in this one grand deſign ; and all 
Counſels in the Scripture are di- 
reed to this fnolFimpartat end ; and 
their exhortations are addreſt j in the 
moſt: pathetick ſtyle, to infinuate into 
mens, breaſts, the fall belief-of the ne-. 
ceſfity; of a-pious-life, in the exerciſe of 
all ChriſtianGraces and Virtues ; For 
they all nnanimoully lay the: whole 
ſtreſs of our:falvanon, in adueobedi- 
ence to God and his Laws; fo that 
men ſhould-notigive:the leaſt: alſent to 
fuch dangerous premiles, whole. very 
oncluſions:wilt-: diſengage: from: the 
ſiriteft Rules —_ ety-;- and: which 
carry the greateftt picks6f difſwaſion 
from uprightnels and-integrity-of life 
and converſation. : So'that; Laftly, To 
confirm men in afull. belicf, that their 
 Namesare written: in thoſe hidden Re- 
cords, in the Sacred Bookslof Heaven, 
= - have the truth of all become per- 
Ace herons in our _ Chriſtian 
erconcarth.” 0 Ve - 
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ſome of t 

and Soveratgnty, and wy of Domi- 
fiow: is founded , and derives its Ori- 
ginal from grace which theſe _ 
only 
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E, pretended to no- 
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thing but ſanQlty, and purity, and 
tenderneſs of Conſcience, yet- they 
did quickly turn rapacious Wolves, 

who fram. the. greedznels of their  ap- 
_ your the Revenues of the Church. 
The very firſt.encouragment.and their 


Gods grace, 


and that by an abſolute Decree of 
election excluſive. of others ; now 
thus. did inſpirit, and highly ——_—_ 
a i _ tnem 


greater. im 


de, anda vairier fancy of tl heip 
eCtions, -and. Higher - merits 


' in the: Worl , 


| lves they p pre- 
e IN thereof. | 
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which were properly adapted to this 
preat work of carrying on the deſig 
:dvancing the opinion of peremptory 
Decrees: I mean,Minifters titemſelves, 
Palpit Incendiaries, who hall 
tongues ſet on fire , and — 
the greater Sedition, who indeedh 
clover! ones fl __ forth di- 
viſion, who made no other uſe of 
their Lungs , than as of Bellows to 
blow up all mto a flame of Rebellion ; 
_ and ſuch their Proſelytes and/follow- 
| ers being of an apt and prediſpoſed 
nature, like Gunpowder, they will 
Yb fly up inthe face' of lawful 
Authority, being kindled by the leaſt 
ſpark of a ſeditious ſpirit ; And how 
readily did too many harken to thoſe 
treacherous Syrens, Hil wn Enchan- 
ters, who did as quickly berray mens 
Faith and Loyalty to ſhipwarck ? 
Indeed there are Empiricks in Divi- 
nity, as well as in Phyſick, who will 
try all ſorts of experiments on ' the - 
peoples minds and tempers, and who 
will perturbe the moſt regular and 
 peaceable courſe of mens aftings , 
and will ftriye to accelerate mens 
 motwotis : for ſuch Hotſpurs'in Re- 
- ligion 'will prick men” fo violently 
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forward towards Rebellion, that the 


.pulſe of: the - peoples obedience cag- 
.not Keep its due order and time with 
the well-adviſed laws and conſtituti- 
ons of a Kingdom ; and this cauſes 
.the greateſt fevers, of State.y- the 
.boylings ' of the irricared paſſions 'of 
meg, increaſing to'an inflammation, 
-6ill at laſt they-break out, and ſo-un- 
happily ſet the whole body of a Nation 
ina fatal combuſtion. And to this end, 
how haye ſome of theſe Predeſtina- 
Tian furmiſers (and all to advance their 
ſo pernicious deſigns.) evaded a plain 
truth in the Sacred. word witha du- 
.bious ſenſe, and fo have wrackt people 
into errour with the Text, made 
guialibet e quolibet 5 how did they ſtart 


_ allegories, where the ſenſe was literal, 


and all to follow the huntafter irre- - 
{peCtive decrees ? How have ſuch Scri- 
pture Anatomiſts made the moſt cu- 
Tious inſpeCtions into the whole body 
of. the Holy Writ, nay, they: did 
ſJearch-into, and ranſack every part 
of the. Old and new Teſtament, they 
have embowel[d every ſeeming proba- 
bie Text.to this very end; and all. to 
diſcover. ſome veins . of - intimation of 
the pretended abſolute eletion of me 
9 indi- 


% 


o 


mdividual perſons , . and: of the fatal 
reprobation-of others : ' ſo that theſe 
men (ſtyling and affirming themſelves 
to be the godly party ) have from - hence 
been. eEncourag'd to unhinge . due 
government, pretending | revelation, 
nay ,”. urging Goſpel for it : And 
therefore our late King: of Blefled 
Memory, did 'molt :excellently plead 
his Regal title againſt the ſeemingly 
devout Innovators, by tully-proving to 
them that:our Saviour: Chriſt's Kuig- 
dom would fully eſtabliſh- his, ;and 
_ not in the. leaſt pluck it 'down,' or 
ſubvert it; ſince: the Goſfel- is: the-- 
readieſt means to perfeQ Civil poli- 
Cy,” and: not to Jeſtr oy.it : and there-: 


r 
fore he tells us, that it-1s in vain for 
any to think to build :their  Piety on 
the ſadder ruins of 'their'Loyalty, or 
to beconte Bankrupts of their obedr- 
ence to lawful Government, that fo 
_ they might ſet up a quicker: Trade: 
for Religton:; or that they might ſhake 
hands with the one; bid a final, fare- 
| well and adieu . to: (Allegiance, that 
_ they may lay the faſter! hold ontheir 
God. But now *tis moſt evident'on 
the other ſide, that our Apoſtaſie-fxom 
Loyalty arguesour greateſt defection 
LO = 5 
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even from God himſelf ; for the re- 
fuſing to pay due obedience to the 
fupream power, 1s a perfect denyal 
of” our very duty to God : For in 
Rom. 13. 1. S. Paul does abſolute- 
ly command -a ready ſubjeQtion unto 
do/highe) powers , all which is en- 
forc'd with the moſt convincing reaſon 
and argument, inthe following words, 
3. 250 IFiv ifuole, & wi am let arater, for | 
_ there is no authority, or power, but | 
it is of God : ſo that this muſt be a 
{trange piece of Religion, that pre- 
tends''to obey God , and that by 
violating this part of his facred 
Law; and ca it be interpreted to be 
true and right zeal, that endeavours 
to advance real piety, and that by 
undermining an 'effential and funda- 
mental part of it, conſifting in a due 0- 
bedience to lawful authority? *Tis a ve- 
Ty irrational and prepoſterous way 
to. own the power of the great Law- 
over, and by refifting due govern-: | 
ment ,, to break and reject Gods | 
SanQtions, and Divine Conſtitutions, 
(whithare hedg'd in, and fenc'd about 
with: the ſevereſt: threats and commi- 
nations ) for, he that reſifteth, or op- 

ofeth rhe Ordinance of God, receives to. | 
= | himſelf | 
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himſelf Damnation. Now the fſarhe 
pacifick temper and ſpirit of ſubjeti- 
__ on ſhould move in us, as did inthe 
primitive Chriſtians; the ſame foul of 
obedience ſhould a& as vigorouſly in 
our bodies,as it did in theirs, whenthey 
were under a Nero, a Diccle(ian or a 
_ : and our Saviour himſelf when 
tedid come into the World , did njoc 
only command conſtant ſubmiſſiorr to 
the Civil Magiſtrate (though a cruel 
Heathen ), but he did exemplifie the 


| _ Emein hisown prattice, and thathy 


paying a Tribute to the Gezrile Emn- 
perour, though he was put to the ex- 
ence of a Muacle to do it ; and that 
y coining a piece of money in'a 
poor Fiſhes mouth, as in. Mxth.17.27. 
Indeed the power of a King does take 
| its immediate riſe and origine from 
| God himſelf: for it is expreſly decha- 
| red in the fore-quoted place of the 
Romans, Chap. 13. 2. that there is no 
power, but it 1s ſolely of God ; for 
when either Election, or indeed Con- 

ueſt, and the lame continued by a 
js 1 of ſucceſſion , does ſet 2 King 
over the peopte,, it is then the Al- 
mighty's proper att; and-that either 
wit the people RR hout — 
et Y - 3 that 
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*thatif with their mutual conſent , as 
in the caſe 'of EleQtion, then God at 
their reaſonable deſire and requeſt does 
*crown the peoples vertue, and he does 
fill elect 1n the ſubjeRs choice, and 
men are prelum'd to make- a ready 
election of ſuch a one to rule and go- 
vern, in whom: the greateſt eminency 
of vertue and of power and goodneſs 
:(the divinity of a King) does ſeem 
moſt conſpicuous , and ſhine forrth 
moſt glorious :- Or if a Monarchs 
ſer: up and conſtituted / without the 
conimon ſuffrage of the:people', as-is 
moſt evident;inthat of Conqueſt, then 
the Almighty: does many times judge 
a Kingdoms vices by a good Prince os 
a bad; If by: a:good one, then *tis fit 
and 'moſt reaſonable, rhat;true vertue | 
ſhould propagate andvindicate it ſelf | 
inthe juſt:/honour and real power the | 
Lord hath inveſted him with : On the 
other ſide, if this is effeted by a bad 
Prince, ?cis but equally juſt , that the 
people ſhould quietly ſubmit the fins 
of their age and times to the remedy 
{ where -God. is the Phyſician ) as 
knowing this to be the readieſt means 
of. a healthful Policy , for every one 


| that does fully believe the World tobe. 
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Gods'proper Oeconomy , he muſt as 
readily conclude, / that the Lord:'/go- 
verns the ſame with the greateſt truth. 
and'equity ; - and-fince by him Kings 
reign, no man: may arrive to' ſo great 
and horrid a preſumption, as to {ay to 
a-Prince , What- doſt thou ? by way of 
the leaſt correftion ; for 1n that very 
_ inftant he reproaches God himlelf: for 
a King does not govern the people 
his will, but God does really dot it by 
the Kings will : ſo that men by reſiſt. 
ing the Conſtitutions and Ordinance 
of God, do endeavour to pull the Reins 
of Government -out of his hands; and 
thus ſtrive -to; ſubvert his order and 
economy ; and '{o ſuch men juſtly: 
incurr: that fatal ſentence! expreſt in 
the moſt direful-puniſhmentiin Roz. 
I 3.2.that he that reſiſteth, or oppoſeth 
authority, (the real Ordinance of God): 
receives to himſelf, not only ue, a 
temporal judgement, but he reaps the 
miſerable conſequence of all in-eter-- 
nal deſtruion; for he receives to him-- 
ſelf damnation. -I have ahſifted the. 
longer on this, to pluck = Cifpoſh- 
ble) by the rodts,: fome deſperate and- 
peremptory -Predeſtinarian Principles 
(which very probably aretranſplanted 
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from Mr, Calvis's Nurfery in the-lafh 
Chapter. of the fourth Book of his z- 
fbizutions, orelle from the Popiſh Semi- 
#&ies) allwhich are grown too high, 
and arealmoſt become ripe among us ; 
but you know, that when a Dileale re- 
_ currs, the! indication for cure, 1s the 
firſt remedy.; for darivg impiety and 
rebellipa- muſtbe weeded our, leſt Gods 


recrvit..his fortunes: under hin , wha 
makes; War upon the Laws ;?., Whey 
rapacionts::Harpy. will not expe(} or 
hope: fir) tpoik!,-: here: there are. {9 
many hands $6 belp mA Indeed what 
3105 tatall: licentioulkgh , when the = 


Coercion 
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Concien of hl Tu of a Kingdom 
is reſtrained by. the too. licentious 
$word ? And laſtly, What will that 
Nation be in a ſhort time, more than 
a Den of Wild Beaſts, when no man 
{hall acknowledge any coercivePower, 
but what his own unruly will. & meer 
fancy does warrant and ſuggeſt. un- 
| tohim? Ihave infiſted the longer on 


this Head, to root out that dangerous | 


Prineiple, which is too faſt rivetted 
in ſome mens minds and beliefs, That 
' they, are abſolutely decreed to falvati- 
on, let them live-and a& as they 
pleaſe ;. and that their being ,clefted 
' to creraal life, will ſanQtifie and. hal- 
low their fouleſt Crimes andenprmi- 
ties:in this; fo:thar; .chis opinion: be- 
comes ;both the . Parent and 
Nugſe;.to the vileſt a0 
highly;cantribute't9: the 5908 
impheties; and this makes men, {train 
| . 3 Got, ard. Tock. 1 a Cp to 


ends 


10ns, and. dpes 
horrible 


Labor, vis pg: hey 
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cannotibut acknowledge to be truly 
Evangelical: And we not long ſince 
might have felt the ſad and: direful 
effes of this, when DoQtrines' truly 
deſtraftive of Government, wete'nort 
only cofitented to lodge in the head, in 
mens_ private _—_— but were be- 
come as reſtleſs, as their minds and 
fury ; or like a malignant humour 
ambitious of propagating it ſelf and 
ruine, *and that by running down into 
the hand , to the ſpeedy execution of 
the * moſt dreadful. Murder, to the 
attihg 6f the moft unheard of Tragedy | 
of the? moſt indulgent Prince.. Thus | 
ſeditiotis Principles lown'in ſome mens | 
breaſts (deriving-themſelves from this 
ſd fatal' a 'DoQrine' iof abſolute:iEle- 
Aion ) were almoft ripened' into a- 
Qion''?:' and their: poiſonous arrows 
weredireced againſt Him, who-is as 
the hezrt in the body of a*Nation, 
which'if they- had touchr ,: the Bo- 
dy Politick coult”'not poſſibly have 
ſubliſted, when ourRelip 100 andour 
Laws tad both laid-a bleeding. - Thus 
theſe-horribie defishghad been brotght 
ro Febith, 'ha&nvorian infinirely gra- 
cious [Providence nade-therts! come 
11S3- : - abortive ? 


* w S+ 
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abortive: Let us therefore take heed 
" of ſuch men, and of ſuch contagious 

opinions, as of a peremptory election 
K 158 to eternal life { though never 
ſo diſloyal and difobedient') ſince all 
of them do breathe forth'the greateſt 
| plague, as that of ſedition , which 
would quickly have deftroy'd the good 
and ſound Conſtitution' of -a' Nation, 
and which poſſibly would have 'en- 
gag*d us in hotter flames, than they 
that were kindled by Romiſh Incendia- 
ries, when we ſhould have. been con- 
demned to deſtruction, to fire and to 
Smithfield , not by our Churches ene- 
mies, but by them, who pretend:to be 
our:Frzends and:Brethren in the ſame : 
and as fatal a ruine might have ſeiſed 
on us. for our conſtant Allegiance to 
lawfulauthority, as. would ever have 
made a prey of them', : who would 
firmly adhere to the Principles of their 
Chriſtian Religion ,:1n oppdlition: to 
thoſe damnable ones 4n the Churchof 
Rome;and as fierce a:perſecution might 
have fell on ſuch, whowould ownand 
maintain the Supremacy of our Sove- 
raign , as:ever would have oni fiich, 
that denyed the authority and:juriſ- 


. 
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28 
dition of the Church of Rowe. *Tis 
fad torefle, that our Mother Church 
ſhould be wounded by her own pre- 
tended Sons and Diſci that did 
lye in her Breaſt; and that ſome of the 
off-ſpring of Fudas , ſhould remain a- 
ng us, to-betray our CO, and 
our Soveratgn: who,if he had no other 
wP to prove- his undoubted right 
nd title of ruling over -us, yet Al- 
mighty God by a conſtant ſucceflion 
of Miracles in the preſervation of his 
Sacred Perſon,' would fully vindicate 
the ſame; whois fo entinent an Ex- 
ample of Royal Clemency. and Pi- 
ty , thatnoc gags 1c 
tue and Goodpeſs of his Petfon, would 
challenge the greateſt reverence and 
fobjgeion ;.-fo that men ſhould not 
have: Tefifted him , not only as Sn- 
pream, butas Goodnels 15 ttbly Sove« 
raign'in him - [Not as he. Pater Pa- 
272, a Rubng Father of hisCountrey, 
butia: Nurſing, 'and moft Indulgent 
Father of the. Church ; | when the 
Jewels. of his Crown do. fot ſparkle 
th! ſogreach hbifkre, 2s that ſhin; 
Excellency gfhis great Soul and Mind, 


when 


on 
"_ 


Rd 
Mt Se, FO I — RM) oat 1% et CINE eo i 4 - Ge Sth As wy , x. ES OE) " P 1 OP IO 
: . W Fo. a" dts bad 1 _ pts ned F on WO ATE oa 2 OB On; 
R CEE FS - F 0 . . (of a 6 SIT |. 36 ON RA Koa - ' INE ih.. a * " y ;Vy. 
ZF or, : o [ 38 # + (0 2 eo ra DTS 8 pr 9 NET >. , F OM] : = E k Te Y F" OO "Ir FOR" hannah 37 wy LR en RE 4 a> bn 
Ade p We ” TY 3 £ . ws p, # A % s 
P A 
% 
< i 
& - ls | 
: = & 5 Lu # 
# ; a * 
P £ . X . . Z " 


when there is ſo happy a coincidence 

both of Power and Vertue concen» 

tred in his Perſon ; the one does not ſo 
much ſecure the Anthority of a King, 

as the greatneſs of Virtue makes 

him truly ſo. 
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2, Be erecting this Idol, the ad- 
vancing thus ſo pernicious a 
Doctrine of Abſolute Election and Re- 


' probation, hath alwayes, and will ſtill 


prove the greateſt Refuge, Shelter and 


_ Sanftuary for the moſt daring Vice 


and Impiety ; ſuch men fondly con- 
ceiting, that they had climbed up on 
high, and had ſearched the Celeſtial 
Archives, and ſo had ſeen their Names 


_ enroll'd inthe Book of Life, and that 
they are very legible in the Regiſters 


thereof; inſomuch as they may freely 
gratifie the more importunate ſolic1- 


rations of their ſenſual appetites, and 


follow the ſtream and tide of their 
natural corruptions, from this ſo falſe 
and dangerous a Principle, That they 
ſhall not periſh , or ſuffer any ſhip- 
wrack, becauſe they are truly pre- 
deſtinated and appointed to arrive at 
glory, and ſafely to come at laſt into 
this ſecure Haven of reſt : fo that 

ſome 
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ſome make this Opinion of unconditi- 
onal Decrees, to.open a door to all ex- 
ceſs of vice, andſuperfluity of naugh- 
 tineſs; and.ſ\uch as pretend to wear the 
- Badge ard Cognizance of the, Lords 
| elected ones, cry out, : that they know 
to whom they rightfully belong , 
though they actquitecontrary to their 
Maſters Commands, and Gods moſt 
Divine Precepts, in due ſubmiſhon to 
which , mens practices (the very life 
_-of Religion i= chiefly conſiſt 3 yer 
theſe great Aſerters of Abſolute Ele- 
Qtion will endeavour to infinuate a 
belief into men, that there is no 
work deſigned. for them, nor noother 
task or Province ſet them, or duty en- 
joyn'd, but only barely to believe in, 
and as lazily to rely on Chriſt: So 
that men need not ſtir, or move a foot 
rowards the advancement of their eter- 
nal ſafety ; and thus they proclaim, 
that'our bleſſed Saviour 1s really ob- 
lig'd to them, in being ſo truly care- 
tul' of bringing nothing of their own ' 
unto:him : nay, they do proceed far- 
| ther, to affirm, that they ſhauld ve- 
ry much diſhonour the freeneſs of 
Divine Grace, if they ſhould contri- 
bute any thing in order to the acqui- 
” {tion 
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 firion of it, butonly continue and lye 
in a readineſs to receive it ; ſuch | 
men expecting that God ſhould work {þ: 


as great a Miracle of his Power on 
them, as he did. of his Mercy and 
Compaſſion on that Cripple that did 


- wait at the Pool of Berheſda, Fohn 5. 5. 


Some perſons pretending thar 'the 

pawn #7 © bac though they be 
ſtill, yet Chriſt himſelf (the Angel 
of the Covenant) will put them into 
thoſe Medicinal Warers, and ſo they 


ſhall be perfeAly healed of their ſins 
and wounds. And now to be out of | 


all doubt and fear - of depending on 
their own righteouſneſs, ſome as im- 


- piouſly declare, and fo verifie their 
real belief in their praQtices, rhat the 


beſt expedient is, to have none at all ; 


and that the grants'of the Almigh- 
ties favour in the eternal Patent of E- 


leaion of them toeternal life, are fo 
bountiful, free and liberal, that there 
cannot in reaſon be expeCtedany duty 
from them, unleſs it be a thin and ſlen- 


der picce of gratitude : nay, ſuch pre- 


tend, that they can produce and ſhew 
the only = 

Grace and 
not being qualified for it at all : *ris 
NnOC 


r qualification for Gods 
ercy, and that indeed by 


| and them too. Thus this kind of Ele- 
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not for them to run to obtain 
the price of their high calling, but on- 
ly to look to God that gives it ; for 
ſuch men bring in the Tenet of Abſo- 
lute Predeſtination in barr againſt en- 
joyn'd duty; they affirm, that God will 
. not exa&t a double payment of a ſingle 
debt, both from Chriſt their Surety, 


&10n does haſtily throw the garment 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs on them ; and 
ſo ſuch perſons unhappily conjecture, 
that their ſins and crimes (though 
never ſo great and numerous) ſhall 
be hid and cover'd therewithal. And 
laſtly, that they are the men, the only 
advancers of Gods Free Grace; ſo that 
the Almighty cannot pretend the leaſt 
_ title to their ſervices and obedience, if 
our bleſſed Saviours righteouſneſs is . 
imputed to them, by which they ſhall 
be juſtified : and upon this account, 
theſe men vainly alledge, God can- 
not in any colourable 0 of Juſtice 
require any duty art all from their 
hands, And now in this very manner, 
ſome men miſerably deceive them- 
ſelves, and in theſe Mazes and Mean- 
ders, they many times loſe their right 
way to Heaven ; and ſometimes 
LL DJ = as 
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2. Be erecting this Idol, the ad- 
vancing this {o pernicious a 
Dodarine of Abſolute Election and Re- 
' probation, hath alwayes, and will {til 
prove the greateſt Retuge, Shelter and 
SanQuary for the moſt daring Vice 
and Impiety ; ſuch men fondly con- 
ceiting, that they had climbed up on 
high, and had ſearched the Celeſtial 
Archives, and ſo had ſeen their Names 
_ enroll'd in the Book of Life, and that 
they are very legible in the Regiſters 
thereof; inſomuch as they may freely 
gratifie the more importunate ſolic1- 
[rations of their ſenſual appetites, and 
follow the ſtream and tide of their 
natural corruptions, from this io falſe 
and dangerous a Principle, That they 
ſhall not periſh , or ſuffer any ſhip- 
wrack, becauſe they are truly pre- 
deſtinated and appointed to arrive at 
glory, and ſafely to come at laſt into 
this ſecure Haven of reſt : ſo that 
lome 
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ſome make this Opinion of uncondit1- 
onal Decrees, to open a door to all ex- 
ceſs of vice, and ſuperfluity of naugh- 
_ tineſs; andſuch as pretend to wear the 
Badge and Cognizance of the. Lords 
elected ones, cry out, that they know 
to whom they rightfully belong , 
though they act quite contrary to their 
Maſters Commands, and Gods moſt 
Divine Precepts, in due ſubmiſhon to 
which , mens practices (the very life 
of Religion ) do chiefly conſiſt 3 yer 
theſe great Aſerters of Abſolute Ele- 
Gtion will endeavour to 1nfinuate a 
belief into men, that there 1s no 
work deſigned for them, nor no other 
task or Province ſet them, or duty en- 
joyn'd, but only barely to believe in, 
and as lazily to rely on Chriſt : So 
that men need not ſtir, or move a foot 
rowards the advancement of their eter- 
nal ſafety ; and thus they proclaim, 
that 'our bleſſed Saviour 1s really ob- 
lig*d to them, in being fo truly care- 
tul' of bringing nothing of their own 
unto-him : nay, they do proceed far- 
ther, to affirm, that they ſhould ve- 
ry much diſhonour the freeneſs of 
Divine Grace, if they ſhould contri- 
| Bute any thing 1n order to the acqui- 
{ition 
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fition of it, butonly continue and Tye. 


ia a readineſs to receive it ; ſuch 
men expeCting that God ſhould work 
as great a Miracle of his Power on 


them, as he did. of his Mercy and. 


Compaſſion on that Cripple that did 
wait at the Pool of Betheſda, Fohr 5. 5. 
Some perſons pretending that they 
cannot ſtir, and that though they lye 
ſtill, yet Chriſt himſelf (the Angel 
of the Covenant) will put them into 
thoſe Medicinal Waters, and ſo they 
ſhall be perfeQly healed of their ſins 
and wounds. 
all doubt and fear - of depending on 
their own righteouſneſs, ſome as im- 


_  piouſly declare, and ſo verifie their 


real belief in their praQtices, that the 
beſt expedient is, to have none at all ; 
and that the grants of the Almigh- 
ties favour in the eternal Patent of E- 


letion of them to eternal life , are fo 


bountiful, free and liberal, that there 
cannot in reaſon be expected any duty 
from them, unleſs it be a thin and ſlen- 
der picce of gratitude : nay, ſuch pre- 
tend, that they can produce and ſhew 


the paper qualification for Gods 


| Grace and Mercy, and that indeed by 


not being qualified for it at all ; *cis_ 
| not 


And now to be out of | 
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not for them to run to obtain 
{ the price of their high calling, but on: 
" ly to look to God that gives it ; for 
cr bring in the Tenet of Abſo- 
| Tate Predeſtination in barr againſt en- 
joyn'd duty; they affirm, that God will 
| Not exacta double payment of a ſingle 
| debt, both from Chriſt their Surety, 
| and them too. Thus this kind of Ele- 
&1on does haſtily throw the garment 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs on them ; and 
ſo ſuch perſons unhappily conjecture, 
that their ſins and crimes (though 
never ſo great and numerous) ſhall 
be hid and cover'd therewithal. And 
laſtly, that they are the men, the only 
advancers of Gods Free Grace ; 1o that 
the Almighty cannot pretend the leaſt 
title to their ſervices and obedience, if 
our bleſſed Saviours righteouſneſs is - 
imputed to them, by which they {hall 
be juſtified : and upon this account, 
thele men vainly alledge, God can- 
not in any colourable K of Juſtice 
require any duty at all from their 
| hands, And now in this very manner, 
ſome men miſerably deceive them-_ 
ſelves, and in theſe Mazesand Mean- 
ders, they many times loſe their right 
way to Heaven ; and ſometimes 
| _ make 
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make too much haſte , and that by 


overlooking the Precepts of our Sav1- 
our, and his moſt ſacred injunctions to 
purity and holineſs of life , and all to 
hay hold of, and graſp Gods promiſes 
of aſſured happineſs ; when the te- 
nure or habendum of all his bleſſings 
runs in a conditional way and ſtyle, 
as in Marth. 19. 17. If thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the commandments. Now 
rhen ſince Goſpel duties, and the glo- 
rious rewards thereof , are cloſe- 
ly linkt, and inſeparably joyn'd toge- 
ther, why ſhould any men preſume by 
their practices to break them aſunder ? 
tor we muſt not per{ſwade our ſelves, 
that God will pay a hire to them that 
never labour for it; or that he will 


confer a Crown on them, who never 
run to obtain it ina way of Evangeli- 


cal holineſs : *Tis the doing of the 
duries required in the Goſpel, that 
carries us from the Cape of Gogd Hope, 
and ſo ſafely conveyes us to the bleſſed 
Land of Promiſe ( even Heaven it 
ſelf); for we cannot truly arrive to 
this confidence, of relying on Chriſt 
tor eternal happineſs, without we can 
evidence our title thereunto, by a | 
[incere obedience, and due __ 
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of life to Gods holy Laws and Man- 
dates: He that entertains a contrary 
belief and perſwaſion, is like that per- 
{on, whole folly ſtands upon record,as 
well as his name, at Arhens, who very 
wildly imagin, that all che Ships that 
did come within the compaſs of his 
cye and proſpect, mult needs be his 
own ; when this meer fancied right 
ſerv'd only to fill his head with a grea- 
| ter Lunacy and Frenzy. Now the 1n- 
ſtance runs parallel with the foppiſh 
humour of the men of the Predeſftina- 
rian impreſſion, who nurſe themſelves 
_ up with the vain hopes of receiving 
the benefit of rhe Goſpel Promiles of 
a ſtate of bleſſedneſs, becaufe they 
really imagine- that they are fore-or- 
dain'd thereunto, by an inevitable De- 
cree of the Almighties; and *tis ſole. 
ly from this origine, of a preſumptu- 
ous andas bold an imagination, that a 
man derives this groundleſs title to 
happineſs , when *tis the real perfor- 
| mance of theduties of holineſs, that 
tits and capacitates us for it; ſo that 
this . Sect of men do plainly ſet 
Gods Promiſes of everlaſting felicity at 
open defiance, and wage war with his 
Precepts 3 and think that the Lords ſo 
—- D 2_ bouts 
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bountiful intendments of mercy 
through Chrilt, are ſo large and gene- 
Tous, that they do diſannul and ſuper- 
lede what his Precepts in his ſacred 
Word do ſo ſtrictly enjoin ; when 
*tis evident, that the divine affirmati- 
ons are very expreſs and poſitive all 
along in the Scriptures, as 1n Luke | 
x3. 5. Except ye repent, ye ſball all like» | 
wiſe peri, ( fince true repentance 1s 
the indiſpenſable qualification for eter- | 
nal life) : and it 1s as often repeated, | 
and as paſſionately tnculcated, Except 
ye believe, ye ſhall dye in your fins, John | 
8. 24. (true faith being the great 1n- | 
ſtrument of procuring of pardon and 
remiſſion of ſins, and ſo conſequently 
'of everlaſting lite). To what end 
ſhould a Prince give forth,and promul- 
gate his Laws, if not to be obeyed ? and 
the great God his divine Commands 
and Precepts, preſling to true holineſs 
and {anQtification of life, if they do 
not require our due obſervance ? The 
life of true faith, conſiſts 1n aCttion ; 
and Chriſtianity ts not barely a ſpecu- 
ative, but an aCtive fcience: for cer- 
-tainly we muſt all ſeriouſly , and 
duly reflect on what we are to.doand 
act for Chrift, as well as what we are 
0 
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to receive from him : yet on the con- 
crary, this is the old ſign, and anci- 
ently pretended mark of Predeſtinati- 
on, wholly for men to acquielce, and 
ſolely to reſt on our bleſſed Saviour 
and his merits, and to aſpire aſter 
' Dothing of their own: And now thus 
| Dottrine is pleaded in defence and pa- 
| tronage of the greateſt {loth, and of an 
eaſie ſuccumbency, of a careleſs neg- 
| lect of all Chriſtian duties and. obliga- 
' tions thereunto : So that while men 
own the fundamental Articles of Chri- 
{tian Religion, and ſo long as they 
bear Chriit's badge and cognizance, 
they vainly conjeQure they are ſecure, 
and none muſt ſo much as queſtion 
their progreſs in Chriſtianity. As long 
| as the Fews didenlarge and dilate their 
| PhylaGteries, (in which as in ſcrolls 
of Parchment , was written the Di- 
vine Law) they then did think they 
might abridge and contra&t their pra- 
Ctices of it, Now you know thar 
Souldiers muſt not barely own their 
General, but muſt be in a readineſs to 
fight in a joint vindication of him and 
his cauſe, and of their own intereft 
iavoly'd in his ; ſo that he that wears a 
Sword, and yet keeps it in the ſheath, 
D; ma 
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ſhall never conquer the meaneſt ene- 
my ; and ſuch a Souldier is no more 
to be accounted of, than he that carries 
no Weapon ar all into the field. The 
true Chriſtian muſt ſtill continue in 
conſtant ſervice and .aGtion : for in- 
deed it 15 all one, not to have Arms, 
( the weapons and enablements of Di- 
vine Grace ) beltow'd on us 1n our 
Chriſtian Wartare., as not to make a 
realy uſe of them againfi all our ſpi- 
ritual enemies : *'Tis equally alike 
dangerous to diſavow our Chriſtian 
principles, as not reſolvedly to act in 
conitant obedience and fidelity to 
them : Now does this Doctrine of ab- 
lolute Election incluce the genuine 
notion of believing unto ſalvation ? 
and does it declare the proper nature 
of juſtifying faith, ( without which 7 is 
zmmpoffible to pleaſe God) ?. certainly no : 
Why then ſhould ſuch horrid Impo- 
ſtors thus flatter men into miſery and 
rnine ? forſuch a faith as is barren of 
the fruits of good works, bears its own 
malediction. and curſe. Beſides, how 
comes it to pals, that our too forward 
Believers get up, and fo. haſtily aſcend 
to the moſt exalted degree of faith in- 
{.hrift, (which conſiſts in a real de- 
Sd _ pendance 
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pendance on his righteoulneſs for fal- 
vation) when they have none of their 
own to adhere and cleave to; rhat is, 
{ſuch as is bottom'd and founded on an 

_ entire. and uniform holineſs of heart 
_ and life, which our bleſſed Saviour 
and his divine Laws do {o ſtrictly ex- 
act and require ! Whence 1s it, that 
this ſort of men climb up ſo quickly to 
the very top bough, and ſupream act 
of belief, which yet muſt derive it 
ſelf, and ſo ſpring from its due and 
proper root which is ſincere obedi- 
ence of life? I am ſure that ſaving 
faith, the uppermoſt branch thereot, 
does not grow {o high, or mount up 
with ſuch early confidence, without 
ſpreading and enlarging it ſelf in the 
conſtant obſervation * all Gods holy 
Commands and ſtrit InjunRions, the 
due performance of which brings 
forth, and effectually produces all the 
iruts of 2 /ively faith, without which, 
|S. Tames does plainly tell us, faith 7s 
dead, altogether lapleſs and ineffectual, 
as in James 2.26, Well then, to con- 
clude this particular, To expect mer- 
cy through Chriſt without true righ- 
teouſneſs of heart and life, is the worſt 
and the moſt infirm foundation to build 
D 4 Our 
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our hopes of future bliſs upon ; and this 
15 but a manifeſt argyment of a down- 
right and daring preſumption , not- 
withſtanding the violent oppoſition 1n 
the gainſayings of the irreſpeQive 
Predeſtinarian Teachers, and the loud- 
er noiſe of thoſe Monſters 1n opinion. 
Indeed this kind of croaking Frogs 
did hop from that foul Gezeva 
Lake ; and this ſart of Vermin did 
take their birth and being from the 
corrupt and ſpurious Doctrines of 
that place ; the poiſonous exhalation | 
and ſtench whereof, hath infeted | 
molt of the pureſt air of Chriſtendom, 
as I ſhall fully evince in my enſuing 
Diſcourſe. I might now proceed to 
preſent you with divers others as 
dangerous and malignant effeQs , and 
as pernicious conſequences of this ſo 
deſperate an afſertion of Abſolute De- 
crees ; but I do not intend , that this 
{mall Efſay, and a few caſual refle&tions 
( deligned for the better fatisfattion of 
2 private Gentleman ) ſhould ſwell 
into too great and big a bulk, though 
they might be eafily enlarg'd into 
« Yolume. os 
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4. ſhall now endeavour to ſtate this 
| {o weighty a Queſtion,and to give 
you a clear light into this ſo obſcure a 
point in Divinity, which truly is ra- 
ther made ſo, and that by the miſts 
| and clouds of Controverſies ariſing 
about it. The Queſtion plainly in the 
| ifſue is this, Whether the Almighty 
by any poſitive ad of eternal eledi-_ 
on hath abſolutely predeſtinated ſome 
particular men, a certain number of 
them, to everlaſting ſalvation ? and 
| that he hath as really, . and as abſo- 
| Intely decreed, confign'd , and ap- 
pointed others by any peremptory att 
of reprobation to eternal deſtruQion , 
and damnation ? Or, whether God 
hath made any real Decrees incluſive 
of ſome indiyidual, ſingle, determi- 
nate perſons (either in 22/54 nondum 
condita, or corrupta, take in either 
| the Supra, or Sublapſarian way , that 
| F, Cipher man not made, or elſc lying 
M13 
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in the corrupt Maſs) and that he 
hath made Decrees truly excluding 


- others ? (thatis) that the Almigh- 


ty harh from all eternity decreed to 
{ave an inconliderable number of men, 
and leave the major part of mankind 
without 2 poſſibility of true Repen- 
tance 1n order to Salvation : and that 
he hath as fully determin*d their re- 
probation, without the leaſt reſpett to 


their ſins, or without any confidera- | 


tion of their perſonal tranſgreſſions; 
and that God hath done this by the 
abſolute Prerogative of his Power , 
and Dominion over his Creatures ? 


All which, in ſubmiſſion to better judg- 


ments,” and to men of a greater acumezz 


than my ſelf, I utterly deny; and I 


_ preſume this poſition cannot be ſuf- 


pected to introduce any novel opi- 
nion, ſince it is the very ſame Theſis 
that was aſſerted by our eminent Bi- 
ſhops and learned Divines, which 
wereat the Synod of Dor?, againſt the 
Provincals and others, where they 
unanimouſly affirmed that” the real 
cauſe of mans Damnation is not on 
Gods part, but his own ; yet here I 
am not ſo precarious as to beg the ſuf- 
frage of a Trinmviri, or (Fnewhat 

| ' more, 
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more, of an inconfiderable company 
of men : This 15 no more than judicious 
Mr. Hooker does as readily acknow- 
ledge, that we muſt condemn our 
ſelves as the only cauſes of our own 
miſery. And this DoQtrine, that it 1s 
Gods abſolute will, that his Decrees 
concerning mens future eſtate ſhall 
be conditional, as having a real reſpect 
to our Obedience, or Rebellion, our 
Faith or Infidelity ; I ſay, this fo 
Orthodox a Tenet 1s as ancient as 
Tonatins himſelf , who lived in the A- 
poſtles ttmes, and it was ſcarce queſtt- 
on'd for almoſt 4oo years after our 
Bleſſed 'Saviour ; andinthat Century 
ſome bring 19a S. Auſtin to father that 
ſpurious opinion of unconditionate 


Predeſtination, Scriprores weteres ommnes 


preter unum Auguſt inum piutarunt als 
quam cauſam elettonis in a0bis eſſe. 
Now S. A»ftin himſelf does perem- 
ptorily deny. the contrary opinion un 
divers places of his Tratt de Perſeve- 
ranti4 Sarnffornm, and eſpecially 1n his 
RetraQtations he placeth the ObjeRt of 
Gods eleGtion of man 77 fide pravisa ; 
and the good Father does affirm this 
n his firft Book , writing to Simpl;- 
cIns, quia elegit nos Deus ante Munadt 


conſt t- 
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conſtitutionem, non Video quomodo fit di- 
Bum, niſi de preſcientia fidei, & operum 
pietatis. So that you ſee at laſt,S. Auſtin 
was a greater favourer of my opinion, 
than ever he was a violet oppoſler of 
6 = it, Thus you may perceive that men 
become the proper inſtruments of their 
own ruin, and every perſon mult be 
certainly concluded to be /upplicis ſur 
faber, the forger of his own Shackles, 
and all men do by their own fins 
and iniquities truly reprobate them-_ 
ſelves: ſo that eternal deitruction | 
becomes mens choice, and not their 


_ unhappy deſtiny ; and our miſery de- 
rives its original not from God's, but 
our own wills; infomuch that we need 
not ſeek for any hidden or foreign | 
_cauſe,but our own ſecret and open im- | 
Pieties : And I ſhall now proceed to | 
vindicate this my preſent aſſertion 
by theſe degrees, That men are avid 
by Gods eſpecial grace influencing 
their Wills, by conferring a power, | 

and ready propenſion on the Will to | 

cooperate with his grace and good- 
nels; and men are nqt made partakers 
of eternal Salvation by the meer force 
and neceflity of a fatal Decree, as 
lome in the workd would haye it. 
This 
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This opinion 15 but Stoiciſm revived , 
and the ſpurious Dottrines of the Hea- 
thens adopted Orthodox and genuine ; 

and I ſhall fully evidence to you that 
no man 1s 1n the leaſt compell'd with 
a perfect neceſſity of ſinning againſt 
God, as Mr. Calviz exprelly oo 
in his Inſtitutions, Lzb. 1. c. 18. hic 
juſto Dei impulſu azit, quod fibi non 
licet ; (that is) that a man by the 
juſt impulſe of God does that which 
1s not lawful. Now what is unlawful 
is comprehended under the real not1- 
on of ſin, that being the tranſgrefſion 

_ of the Law. Andin order to this my 
intended deſign, I ſhall endeavour to 
lay open to you the ſenſe of Gods 
Holy Spirit in our two Proteſtant 
Church Articles, 1n thar of the Tenth 
of Free-will, and the other the Seven- 
teenth of Predeſtination ; whereby 
1tſhalleaſily appear that the Doctrine. 
of Predeſtination, and alſo that of Free- 
will may, and do really conſiſt toge- 
ther, ſothat we need not refer the de- 
plorable miſery of the Sons of Adan 

ad folum arbitrium divine wvoluntatis , 
to the ſole Divine Will ( as Mr. 
Calvin 15 pleaſed to do), but to the 

true cauſe of mans ruine in the 

borrid 
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horrid ary of his own W41ll, 
For the higheſt act of the Divine 1in- 


tention 1s to ſave all men, if by the 


wickedneſs of their own perverſe 


wills, they do not altogether truſtrate 
the ſame,and that by refuling the gract- 
ous offers of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by not obſerving and performing 
the real conditions on which the pro- 
olals of Divine mercy are madeand 
ounded; for the Almighty does openly 
and ſolemnly profeſs, in 2 Pez. 3. 
9. that he is not willing that any 
ſhall periſh, but rather on the con- 
trary, that all men ſhould come, or 
return to repentance. So that there 
is no unwillingneſs in God to ſaye all 
men, but it is the great neglect or 
non-obſervance of their duty, which | 
rruly argues mens own unwillingneſs | 
to attain ſo blefſed anend ; infomuch 
that we cannot lay the leaſt charge or 
blame upon God in any thing, but on- 
ly on. man who doth voluntarily 


bring death and the 74 miſe- 
L 


ry on himlelt : and 1f God delights 
not 1n the temporal death of a ſinner, 
he cannot poflibly in the eternal de- 
ſtruction of him, which as it isa judg- 
ment, {o terrible that ic cannot come 

within 
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within the compals of humane appre- 
henſion to conceive the miſery of it ; 
lo it is altogether inconſiitent with 
the infinite divine goodneſs willingly 
to inflictit on any, as *tis exprelly de- 
clared in x Tz. 2. 4. who will 


m 


have all men-+ to be ſaved, and in 


order to that, to come to the know- 


tedge of the truth; or as the Greek 


verſion renders the words, «5 iziyyway 
darts , poſſibly to the acknowledp- 
ment or confeſſion of this very truth. 

Now that I may go through the me- 
thod propoſed for the confirming of 
this Problem, I might perform the 
firſt part of my undertaking by clear- 
ly explaining, andas eaſily reconciling 
all thoſe dw/omzm, or ſeveral Texts of 
Scripture, which do ſeem to oppoſe 
theſe two main points of Predeſti- 
nation, and the liberty of mans will, 
one to the other ; but this 1s done by 
better and abler Pens, and acuter 
judgments, than Icanin the leaſtwiſe 
pretend to. However, as 1t 15s necel- 


fary that there ſhould bea due analo- 


gy and perfe& correſpondence of di- 


vine truths throughout the whole 


Canonical Scripture ; ſoit is equally 
” rC- 
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- requilite, that the fariie etertial veri- 
ties and doarines ſhould be ſtated 
and fully determined by the facred 
word of God , and that by a ſtrict 
diſquifition, and as diligent examinati- | 
on of it, which the worthy Author 
of the Book called Deas Fuſtificatis, and 
divers others have <laborately done : 
Now the reaſon of the ſeeniing eon- 
tradictions in the Scripture , where 
the Holy Pen-men, and Regiſters of 
the divine will do frequently ſeem to 
oppoſe and contradict one another, | 
and ſometimes ſeemingly themſelves | 

In theſe great forementioned points, | 

( the occaſion of which cannot in the 

leaſt be charg'd on the Almighty , 

who 1s ſtill One and the fame for 

ever; neither can it derive its original 
from theſe divine Secretaries,fince they 
wereabundantly inſpir'd , and ſo could 
not poſhbly be guilty of the leaſt 
falſity, or of any imaginable light- 
neſs ; butT ſay the reaſon of this) may 
probably be deriv'd from the Pen- 
mens weaknels, and diverſity of judg- 
ments ( as men ), who receiving 
the mind of God by immediate in- - 
Ipiration, and not altogether by od 
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bal or oral diQate ( that is, word by 
word) ſo that the Prophets. were to 
caſt the matter inſpir'd into the 
mould of their own humane fancy ; 


| and they were as well to model it 


by their own private judgments, and 
ſo to report it to men according to 
their preſent capacity to under- 
ſtand it themſelves, and their ability 
to preach it to their Auditors ; ahd 
in this manner they did record it to 
others. This being plaifily premis'd 
and preſum'd, ir muſt be as rea- 
ſonably granted, and as firmly con- 


| cluded, that all the holy Prophets and 


Apoſtles did joyntly ſpeak, and ſo 
declare one, and one only truth , 
which 1s Gods. Spirit, or his divine 
word ; and that howlſloever the In- 
diters of Holy Writ . may ſeem 
to claſh with one another in words, 
yet the ſenſe and meaning of them 
carries Divine 1nfpiration along with 
it ; and if any ſeeming difference 
does Occur in thoſe Sacred Oracles, 
it muſt therefore conſequently be al- 
low'd, and interpreted tobe the hu- 
mane ſpirit in the expreſſion, or in 
the Tranſlation , and not the pro- 


E duCt 
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[2 A Diſcourſe of the 


duct of Gods Spirit in the matter 
of truth it ſelf, in which the true 
Vertue and proper -energy of the 
mY Scriptures do chiefly con- 
71] | 


- 
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5, Shall now therefore proceed to 
lay dowa the moſt reaſonable de- 
finition of Predeſtination, as*tis truly 
conlonant , and alcogether agreeable 
with the DoArine of the Seventeenth 

| Article of the Church 'of Erglazd , 
and the very ' tenor of Faith in the 
Sacred Scriptures , concerning this 
great fundamental point, and as it 
may duly conſiſt with the natureof 
the Thiberty of mans will.” Gods Pre- 
deſtination therefore is. the prophe- 
tical declaration, or evidente of his 
eternal preſcience or foreknowledge, 
whereby he hathby his Hply Prophets 
and Apoſtles given the cleareſt ſignifi- 
cation to his Church, what will be- 
_ the effetts of the operation of his Di- 
vitie Eſſence, of his infinite _ 
in nature and grace, upon all men'jtr 
the world, throughout all ſucceſſive 
apes from the Fall to the laſt day of 


Fudgment. From which definition 
E 2 it 


_ W_ , EIS FI, oe © apa ee £44 rD Fey 5" "9 Ben al aepers a h 45 — "BE ee WEL 4 5 1 J Y * F 5 
SC Ho NY | | : > Il Wes 
Wo » * - 6 
: . 
4 W»; - L 
4 | 6 
£ ' F 3 C 
" a . 
. , « ? 
» 


it does moſt evidently appear , that 
Gods providential goodneſs and his 
falvation is equally extended to all men 
ex parte Det , as to the Almighty's 
' part ; and that his evident 1mpaling 
of a peculiar, the Church , 15 truly m- 
clulive of the impaled, but not.in the 
leaſt exclufive.gf any :; for, that indeed 
not only gexers ſingulorum, . 2 ſmall 
handful of a people ; but finguli gere- 
Zum, the whole harveſt of . mankind 
are and may be truly brought within 
the encloſure.,of the true Church. : 
- for, the pale thereof. is not like the 
hedge of a Ground, or. Park, de- 
termined and fo determining, fixt and 
xmmovable ; but. rather it is like un- 
to that Fathers. net mentioned in the; 
Goſpel, which; was of ſg vaſt a com>. 
paſs, as 


? thax it did catch of every fort, 
as Our Saviour tells us in Matth.1 3:47. 
That the Kingdom of Heaven , thar 
| 15:;, of Gods grace here, ' was like 
unto a, Net caſt into the Sea, and: ſo 
garnered _ of every kind; . thus the. 
Shurch of God is ſet, forth by _an- 
eaſic reſemblance of fiſhermens Nets,. 
which are at all times: extendible,; 
_ and ſo may every day and hour be.in- 
larg'd, and all to make a preater ens 
: _ cloſure, 
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cloſure, as there 1s, or may be a fit op- 
portunity for it ; ſome nets only keep: 
1ng what they have in their compaſs, 
theſe taking all chat they: can reach, 
according to that of our bleſſed Saviour 
to his Diſciples, that' he will ate 
thems fiſhers of men , not only 1n the 
pretended hmited Church, or See of 
Rome; but in the vaſt and wider 
Ocean of the world. ' So' that all men 
that are evidently brought urder the 
Covenants of Gods grace and mercy, 
may be truly: ſaid to be eletted : 
and my reaſon is this; becauſe thatthey 
are elected to the time of the publt- 
cation and preaching of the Goſpel ; 
yet other men are not 'ex oppoſtto , 
(that is) on the other fide rejetted 3 
neither can they in the leaſtwiſe 
be reprobated, becauſe ſome of them 
may not, or are not as yet received 1n- 
to the arms of the Chriſtian Church : 
however they {till are and may con- 
. tinue in a poſhble ſtate of redemp- 
_ tion, ſo that they are truly choſento 
- eternal life, that receive: our Blefled 
Saviour ; and they are certainly re- 
probated,' that till reje& him, as he 
15 exhibited under the diſpenſation of 
E1 the 
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the Golpel:and therefore our Proteſtant 
Church in the ftating this fo weight 
an Article of Predeſtination, does wit 
the greateſt caution, and the moſt 
real charity, make mention only of 
the evidence: of the divine goodneſs 
in Elefion, . from the gracious ettects 
of. Gods holy.. Spirit, in thoſe per- 
ſons, who are within the: hearing 
of , and 1o do as quickly embrace 
Gods gracious Calling in. the mini- 
ſtry. of his Sacred Word, and the pre- 
lens Article makes no mention of 
any.,, whole ears the Almighty bath. 
at any time ſtopt, but only of: ſuch 
rodigioully wicked wretches who 
Ma obſtinately ſtopt their own ; 
the forementioned Article ſpeaks not: 
offany perſans, who {hould not, 
but who will: not become obedient 
to. the calling of Gads eſpecial mer- 
cy and grace in Chriſt ; who either 
leave Gods fpirit for the gratifying 
the fleſh, pr. elfe who only pretend, 
and fo uſe' the name: of Gods ſpjz 
rit 1h the greater abuſe of rhe flell 
in the unreaſonable luſts and the infylt- 
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[ESeTy es thereof. By what hath been 
2a1d, Ipretyme the violent Aﬀerters 
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of peremptory Decrees (this gene- 
ration of men, theſe cunning Vermine) 


may be eafily driven from, and fer- 
reted out of their great hold « of ab-_ 
ſolute Predeſtination, 


— 
PF 
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6, A Ndnowl come to that whichis 
{” A farther conſiderable; ſuch per- 
ſons ſhould well weigh,and as duly can- 
ſider how little ground they have ta 
flatter themſelves witha ſure and un- 
doubted intereſt in Gods grace and fa- 
vour from this ſo pernicious aDottrine; 
Tor it 15 not fatally conſtituted what 
particular men ſhould be truly pious, 
and 'others as horribly impious, (as 
Pifcator does lo politively maintain) ; 
or that all the imaginable care,” and 
| ſtrifteſt diligence that men can uſe to+ 
wards: the: attainement of ſalvation 
does become altogether vain and real- 
ly ineffefual ; for all this will plainly 
appear to the contrary, from the 
truth of the dofrine that is clearly 
allerted ir) the Tenth Article of the 


Church of Exgland concerning the 
Hattire of mans Free-will. And now 


ro make all things clear, convincing 
F + "POP a” "3 <q ; © Ye 
and*perſpicuous, I fhall give you as 
reaſonable, and as juſt a definition of 
Free-will, -< truly conſonant with 
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this Tenth Article- of our Church , 
as really oppoſed to the doctrine of 
irreſpective Predeſtination, as the 
ſame 15 made by ſome to include Ele- 
tion excluſive ( thatis) with its op- 
poltte, as certain reprobarion of others; 
Free-will then I take to be this 3 'Tis 
the, abſolute indifferency of the will 
(continuing 1n obedience to the intelle- 
ctual faculty )to the obje&t propounded 
by the ſame intellef&t, judging ac- 
cording to right reaſon, Now this 
was tlie Primitive Free-will in the 
fate of perteStion 3 which liberty was 
almoſt loft to man in his unhappy 
ſtate of corruption ; far all men are 
exceeding prone and propenſe to evil, 
by the pravity of their natures ; how- 
ever none are compell'd, or neceſſj- _ A 
tated: to fin from any final dereliQti- __— 
- on of God, ariſing from any fatal De- 
cree : For the freedom of the will was 
only as a habit laps'd, and degenera- 
ted into'a ready diſpoſition to evil ; fo 
chat it myſt be confeir, that voluntas 
eſt ſemper libera, ſed nou ſerzper bona ; 
[tis evident in the Fall of mankind 
that the. liberty of the will was only 
_ Eorrupted, and ſo ſuffer'd a great de- 
pravation ; and thus it became infirm. 

_ _ 7 m 
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in relation to its aRings for virtue and 
goodneſs ; and in this manner.the will 
of man is weak as to the morality of 
its aftings ; for there was no abſo. 
lute rofing, or any annhilating 
the faculty of the will, no more than 
it can be, that the bodies of. the 
great Luminaries of the Heavens (the 
Sunand the Moon ) ſhould ceaſe to be, 
and become extinct, and that by ſuf. 
fering an eclipſe : For ſince the fall 
of man, there ſtill remain ſome faint 
limmerings of the light of the free- . 
dom of the Will, as1s very clear from 
men, who by the help of the means 
of grace and Gods ſpirit co-operati 
therewithall, may do Gods will 
and perform the fame, and that in or. 
der toeternal happineſs; though we 
have naturally nothing that is good, 
but what is derived from the goodneſs 
of God's grace, But. now. what: per- 
fetion the Will and the underſtand. 
ing had in' the ſtate of perfe&@ nature, 
in ſome meaſure 15 redeem'd , 
and reſtor'd by the Almighty's wark- 
ns in the ſpirit of Grace. ( the 
Vill being made free again bythe ſpi. 
rit of SanQtification and Halines;and 
the Underſtanding it felt _ in 
ſome 
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ſome kind perfeR by the ſpirit of - di 
vine illumination) and that by -en- 
lightening the ſoul with the brighter 
beams of Golpel truth ; and all His is 
eminently eftected jn thoſe that are 
converted and trulyregenerate,who fin- 
cerely toNow the exemplary life of our 
Bleſſed Saviour ; ſo that a good and a 
real Chriſtian may þe as truly ſaid to 
have,and as really enjoy a Free-will by 
Gods grace ſince the Fall;as he had and 
was poteſt of by nature before the Fall: 
and then it mult be as frankly coofeſt, 
that the unregenerate and vilet fort af 
men have not this liberty of the will ; 
but this does not derive from any po» 
ſtiye Decree of Predeſtination; but 
from the greater prevalency af fin.and 
corruption in, and the cruel tyranny 
ha. __ on mens —_— eras iq = 
ppily propagated ſin, and improv 
it into actyal tranſgrefſion, which 
yet . the Almighty does labour to 
overcome 'indiffterently in all men, 
pl - as he —_ me 
Calling: OI ius grace, and: 10 powgriul- 
ly ling by his holy {pirtt, on thole 
| mens tempers,. to whom he can freely 
undulge the nieans of his: great good: 
nels ang'meicy through. Chriſt ; So 
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that if- the means of divine grace do 
not produce the ſame bleſſed -ette&s 
on ſome, as we ce they do viſibly on 
others, the fault is no way to be ar. 
tributed to the + bleſſed means of our 
redemption by Chriſt, bur to the de. 
ſperate perverſeneſs, and greater obſtz. 
nagy of lome mens hearts ; for *ris moſt 
clear that the-ſacred Word of God may 
become the ſavour of death to one, and 
of life to another; and the Bee may ſuck 
hony, and the Spider poyſon from the 
fame flowerof Gods goodneſs. The ſame 
Hort in Paradiſe had in it the Bleſſing | 
andthe Curſe ; yet we cannot reaſona- | 
bly affirm, that the Curſe was made by 
the Creator, but only by the creature | | 
in the abuſe of Gods blefſings : thus | * 
you may eaſily ſee, that predeftina- | ? 
tion then is nothing elſe, but the evi. | ? 
dence of the effetual or ineffetual | ' 
working of Gods holy ſpirit on the 
a 
C 


corrupt hearts of men, which becomes 
truly diſcernible, and is only: diſcover: 
ed . by every mans life,wher eby one ap- 
pears to enjoy Free-will, by being re-u- 
nited ynto 'God by the renewing of 
their minds ; all which is fully decla- 
red in e ſanCtity of their converſa- 
tions : others' bave not ths liberty of 
| ” —_ 
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their Will, by living without the fa- 
'ving, means of Gods .grace ; ſo that 
ſuch men are only under Gods pgene- 
_ ral providence in the-ftate of corrup- 
tion; orelfe thele perſons being made 
| partakers of the advantages of Gods 
grace,  and' yet reſiſting the moſt 
importunate perſuaſions' and diQtates 
of Gods holy ſpirit, to. embrace the 
tenders. of Irvine mercy 3: ſuch men 
ſay do become altogether uncapable 
ot this liberty. of the will by a happy 
re union with God in Chriſt , which 
| the Saints dotruly emoy.!'according to 
that Text; John 8. 36:1 the Son there®: 
fore ſhall make you 'free', you (ball 
be free indeed. Sor that; upon this ve+ 
ry accourit, the realon' ſeems very 
jorcible- and convincing to me, and 
may become very obvious to all ; why. 
the bent of the holy Scripture does 
ſeem to .encline tn ſome' meaſure to: 
_ abſolute. -Predeſtination,, ( which Mr. - 
Calvin with his admurers; is ſo violent. 
an Aſſertereof ). ſince tis only the fin- 
gular eviderice of Gods providential. 
| goodneſs 'ih' the then viſible Church 
under the Old Teftament, and their; 
| flouriſhing ſtate an thecfrumtion of the 
divine favours above alt :other people 
in 


x” _ 4 > 43 xi _ " ”_ _ - < £ 2 __ = - at 4 
© Sine. + — > ES VG ei Ei. » os By x: ELSE -_ > be = a. 4 * » 24. - ” V5 #75 bak ” : T 2 CBE 5” EVE. — FP _— * , 
ES a Cn CHD ads 26 RR a nt SE OR Ia, 1 Bt El . 7 Fad ro ER ” * £ hl 2 ve OP, EOS 
& D Fa FRY FL eX: - e. mg C VE x N 6: + PORE” E ag! > _ Ot og L : TERS 
fe E ; bb 7 " 4 T- 61 
= » he : 
: % " 3 a 
. 5 c 
© ' 


mthe world; andwhich belides, admits 
of 2 farther demonſtration from the 
_ earneſt and paſſionate endeavours of 
the Prophets, and holy Pen-men, fron 
che evident and clear manifeſtation 
of Gods goodnels to endear (the peo. 
ple the mpre' to God by::due obedi. 
ence, and: ſanctitication of life ; as is 
very oblervable from Moſes and Joſhua, 
Jndorhers arguing; from Gods ſignal 
and: miraculous mercy tothe ; by a 
juſt: itference; of 'reaſon:and. equity | 
atirming, that Gods peculiar. people 
- 44 _upvery reſentment of , | 
nd as ready. an:gcknowledgment of | 


his divine favours, as you: may read | 
wr Foſb. 24. 13,\ 14. And Thave grven | 
you's Land{anhihe Lord!) for which 
908 did not lahonr', and Cities which 
youd built not ,''avd ye dwell' 3uthemn ;- 
of the Vineuras und Otivejards: which 
Yo iptanted not, (oye et. Naw therefore 
ſerve the Lory, .and ferve init fenceri- 


awa) ths Grdp which your Fathers ſerw'd 
on \the other: j{ide-of') the Flookj and in | 
2wori, 4nd ferve:ye the Lord/Now what | 
have premis'd 1m the geri&?al by way 
of '\nthuttian to my propog'd Theſis 
char the doctrine of Predeftination, 


and 
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and that of Free-will may ſtand both 
together, and may very well conlfiſt,to 
ſfabliſh the analogy of the truth of 
Gods ſpirit, in the holy Scriptures, 
I think may ſufficiently appear to 
any unbiaſt perſons, and indeed to 
all chat are not fortified with a refoly'd 
prejudice 5. 773 it ;, atid it canhot be 
contrxdifted by any, butby the vio- 
lent malice of luch whoare the avow- 
ed profeflors of irrefpetive and ab- 
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7. TJ Owever 1n the, next place, 1 
A thisClaſſis ofmen will. 
| not atall deny, that, man was; created: 
at firſt with Free-will ; which 1h they 
ſhall violently dppoſe, yet E think 
the ſame ſeems to be infinuated from 
Gen. I. 26. And God ſaid, bet us make 
man after our image, after our likenefs : 
by the plain meaning of which place 
of Scripture, I underſtand, that man 
was created in all_things like_unte. 
God at firſt, ('but only 1n the finite- 
neſs of his Eſſence, as being a crea- 
ture) and ſo conſequently man muſt 
become /:berum Apens, a free agent, as 
the Almighty 1s Agers /iberrimum : but 
if this 1s not forcible enough to pre- 
vail with ſome Scepticks, we have an 
undeniable proof of mans Free-will 
before the Fall, in that firſt Inſtitution 
of Gods own divine appointment, viz. 
that ſolemn Sign, and cautional Sa- 
crament of obedience, which was ful- 
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ly to confirm men in the real ſtate of 
perſeRion, by that great duty of ab- 
 {tineftice (1a the midit of fo [roo 
art indulgence of Gods univerfal boun- 
ty) for then there was a mutual 
pledge of Gods honour, and mans du+ 
ty and homape, in the fingle prohibi- 
| tion of one only Tree, of the know- 
| ledpe of good and evil, as inGen. 2. 
16,17. And the Lord God commanded 
| the man, ſaying, Of evedy tree of the 
garden thoumaiſf} freely eat ; tut of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil thog © 
ſbalt not eat of it; for inthe day thou 
eateſt thereof, thou Fu ſarely dye + SO 
that had not man enjoy'd the freedom 
of his will, this eſſay of negative obe- 
dience in not eating, had been but a 
meer piece of deluſjon, and not in- 
| deed the leaſt argument of Gods love ; 
for if man was not endued witha real 
power, to eat, or not to eat, this had 
been but a vain and empty propoſal : 
but that it was otherwiſe ,.1s plainly 
evident ; for thar the Apaſtate Devil 
did make, and as ſabtilly did contrive, 
that the eating of the forbidden fruir 
ſhould become a firm ſnare to catch 
. Poor man by, and ſo to become the 
ready means to deſtroy - that blefſed 
| | F CON» 
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communion ' that he had with God, 
and thereby to bring him into the 
{ame deplorable condition with 'him- 
 felf, and that by propagating his crime 
and ruine unto us. Now as: pride, 
from the Devils reflex on his own cre- 
ated perfeQtion, made him to rebell_ 
again{t God for Supremacy ; the ſame 
' fin which was the proper caule of his 
fall, was the fitreft matter for a'bait 
tor thetempration of man, (pride 1n- 
deed being truly prolifick, and ſonatu- 
rally propagating pride;) and there- 
fore what God had inſtituted to pre- 
ſerve man-in the conftant frurtion of 
his cordial' grace and bleſſings, rhis 
fore-mentioned pledge of true humi- 
lity was\unhappily converted into'the 
poyſon: of b e, . which did beget in 
man the" Iike horrible rebellion, which 
was the ſole caufe of mans apoſtaſy 
from God, and not any poſitive De- 
cree of the' Almighty*s; - as ſome do 
blaſphemouſly aftrm , that Azam did 
fall by the:divine ordination, and that 
it conldnototherwiſe be, but that he 
Tſt of neceſſity fall, and ſo fin in re> 
ipett of Gods antecedent Will- and 
Counſel”: 'for ſo Mr. Calvin expreſly 
affirms, Nonne ad cam que nunc pro 
dam- 
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dammnationis causa obtenditur ,homines Dez 
ordinatione pradeſtinati antea futrant ? 
_ asit is inhis Tnſtit. B, 3. Ch. 23.ButT 
ſhall make it evident, and it will clear- 
ly appear to the contrary 3 for man 
emulating the perfeQion of his Cre- 
ator, did voluntarily caſt away his 
ſubjection, and fo rejet his due ho-. 
mage to God ( as a creature) : and 
thus he miſerably fell into the ike con- 
demnation with the Devil. So that 
mans ſin of eating was his own vo- 
luntary act, thus creating and effecting 
1s own judgement, when. he did roo 
ſadly feel the miſery of being our of 
God , and: that by appearing naked, 
who was before {uihiciently clad wich 
innocence, as with a garment. Now 
by this it evidently follows, that man 
had at firlt a poſſe on cadere(as S. Auſtin 
allows ) a perfect liberty to ſtand or 
fall; and ſo he was in an equal poſlte 
bility of {inning or not finning;his con- 
dition then was ſo pois'd,that it was in 
the creatures choice to turn the ſcale, 
as eaſie for 44a to have omitted that 
fatalact of eating,as to have done it. For 
man was inveſted with a real power, 
not to fall by diſobedience ; and now 
\ 1ince the nature of the creature did 
=_ TFTa conliſt | 


A Diſcourſe of the 


conſiſt in finiteneſs of perfeCtion ; for 
if God could not create any infinite, 
(which is really impoſlible, for there 
can be but onetruly infinite ;) then the 
Almighty could not preſerve man in 
an eſtate above what he had created:for | 
if azexs liberrimum, the moſt freeagent, | 
do emane himſelf in the production 
of agers libernm, as it clearly appears, 
the Lord did in all reaſonable crea- | 
tures; then I ſay, it becomes truly | 
impoſſible, that agerns /iberurm ſhould | 
be agers liberrimum : Now no conſe- | 
quence can be more plainly deducible 
(for there can be but one /;berrimmnm, 
which is God and he only) unleſs ſome | 
will as blaſphemouſly as irrationally | 
affirm that the creature might have | 
been created Co-God, and then God | 
had not created agers /iberum , but 
inſtrumentum liberrimi,an inſtrument of } 
the moſt free agent: and thus man had } 
not enjoy'd any liberty of his Will, 
but had been meerly paſſive in all. } 
But the contrary is very obvious and 
equally manifeſt, for that the eating 
the forbidden fruit was not only | : 
a voluntary natural at, but it was the | * 
real effect of ſolid argutnent, and of | * 
a moſt rational deduction, when the | ' 
£ ali 
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Devil did ſuggeſt ſo powerful a per- 
{waſion to Fam that the ſhould ark 
vanc'd and mounted into an higher 
ſphere of perfeQtion by her knowledge, 
as a An ( viz.) of cating the inter- 
dicted fruit, (this being the Devils 
ineſcation of the ſenſitive appetite ) 
by gilding over the {in, by preſenting 
the objet Beautiful and Charm-_ 
ing tobehold, whereby hedid aſſault 
| the womans judgment firſt, who 
| (being the weaker part of man) was 
eaſieſt convinc'd; And indeed being 
the other part of man, was likelieſt to 
mlinuate the fin of eating by a great- 
er ſympathy of affettion, as well as 
by the prevailing power of perſwaſi- 
| on and argument. The truth being 
thus ftated, I ſhall now proceed to 
diſcover and ſhew to you, the natural 
liberty of the Will, which to have is 
to beablolutely .indifterent to chooſe, 
or refuſe from the diCtate of right 
reaſon, (asis fully intimated in my 
_ definition ) ;therefore what- 
ſoever the Will {ball content to, as 
| -the firmconclufionof the underftand- 
| -ing ſub ſpecre-boxi, under the colour 
| of tharxwhich:s good; or if it bewe- 
| am bon; this indeedyvas theftate 
F 3 LL 3 
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.of perfe&ion-in which man was crea- 
ted at firſt, -and in which he might 
' have-ſtill continued, had not the De- 
. vil, this intellectual creature of a high- 
- er order, made an aſlault on mans 
_ underſtanding ; and ſo convincing him 
by the power of his ſeeming rational 
. conſequence, he unhappily 1mpoſed 
on man bonum apparens for verum, A 
ſeeming and an apparent good for a 
true real one: for the evil of know- 
ledge did quickly bring man to the 
' Ignorance of good ; for ſuch was the 
\ Devils fophiſtry, that he did argue very 
fallacioully, 2 male conjunttis ad bee 
 diviſa ; But when man had once out | 
- of a curious wantonneſs nauſcated the | 
' bounty of' his Creator in all the good | 
fruit of the garden of Paradiſe, and all | 
to long after the worlt part of the tree 
of knowledge, ( yet that was as good | 
as the reſt:, till man 'did Juſt after 
the evilof it, / v:z.) - the evil of diſo- 
bedience) then the Orb of man-was 
-to. circulate in a ſphere of - miferies, 
. who yet did indeavour to find out a 
-remedy for that evil knowledge , 
which did conſift in the - real cogni- 
tion offin and evil. And now you'may 
Here tee the great artifice; and horrid 
lr 43 >- c if TS. F I-" 
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Impoſture of the Grand enemy of man- 
kind: for whenhe tempted Eves gree+ 
dy curioſity , if he had been fofair and 

_ candid,as plainly to have told her, That 
all that ſhe and Adam did know now, 

_ and ſceand taſte and hear, was truly 
Food ; Would yeneeds know what 1s 
really bad ? (that is) would you be 
ignorant, blind, and miſerable ? (for 
this 15 implied in the nature of the 
temptation to Apoſtalie from God ). 
But when the Devil did preſent his 
temptations like to thoſe pictures , 
which on the ſame fide do equally 
repreſent the different ſhapes of an 
Angel, andot a Devil,thus ſhewing the 
Angel firſt, it was the womans vain 
inquiſitiveneſs that did prompt her, 
as thinking it was no great mat- 
ter to look with an oblique eye, or 
aſlant upon that of the Devil , by 
which ſhe was viſibly enſnar'd into 
ruin: and thus ſhe did unhappily 
miſtake Death tor Life, the tempta- 
_ tion being like the poyſon of thoſe 
Spaniſh flies of Bze/z2b6z6, which be- 
ing given in a Potion incend Luit, 
and torment nature it ſelf into a de- 
plorable ſtate of miſery. And now 
you may clearly perceive that mandid 
_— FT run 
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run out of Paradiſe by his ſin, be- 
fore ever God did drive him forth 
thence ; which he did, by ſtepping out 
of the way of Gods expreſs com- 
mand ; and this was his dirgQ going 
put of God. nn 
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"CHAP. VIIL. 


CO now I have ſhew?d you mans 
4.) primitive Stare of perteQtion, T 
might here makea farther diſcovery 
what an infinite maſs of 'poodtrels and 
virtue mankind did loſe 'by 'becom- 
ing bankrupt of his obedience ro'God, 
though he was not altogether depri- 
ved of the liberty of his Will in fome 

| kind ahd meaſure: For there'was not 
the leaſt neceſfity by any 'pofitive 
Dectte .of God, rhat he that was 
created pood, ſhould know, and rru-_ 
ly expetitnent evil ; nomorethan there 
is, that he that fits ata full and'ptentiful 
table muſt needs raſte, and fo eat of e- 
very Diſh thar is fer before hitn ; the 
temptation might have beenwartting, 
and rhen man had been carried 
on by 'the ſtrengrh of right reaſbn 
only to what was-really good : nei- 
ther could 'it be POmms , thit God, 
whoſe nature is infinite power, _ 
be 
the 


wiſdom and goodneſs, ſhould 
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_— the Author of evil, as ſome very 
1mpioully aſſert, that the Almighty 

did Predeſtinate and truly decree 

mans Fall; then they muſt of necel- 
ſity conclude that God himſelf was 

the real cauſe of mans Lapſe and Apo- 

ſtaſie from him ; for his Divine De- 

cree 1s God himſelf, according to 

that known maxim in the Schools, that 

. quicquid aicitur de Deo, eſt ipſe Dems ; 
and on'the other ſide there was none, 
neither . could there be any imper- 
fection to be propagated out of cre- 

ated perfeCftion in., man himfelt ; a 
{ſweet fountain cannot of It ſelf ſend 
forth. bitter waters; the evil of the 
. Tree .of knowledge was nor in the 
_ Apple, :bnt in. the Tempter, and the } 
man ; for there was nothing but 

| what, was. truly good in the nega- | 
tive command of abſtinence: to Adam | 

- 10 not. eating the forbidden-fruit ; the | 
evil of | it was begotten by the pro- | 
IF phane touch: of a wanton appetite : | 
as And *cis. the ſame in . the Bleſſed Sa- | 
crament. of Chriſts Supper, it is not 
he thac eats, but he that does it un- 

_ worthily, ſhall certainly receive zee, 
Damaation or judgment ;_ and pro- 

ent, 'O procut efte, profani ; {our 

. le 
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als turn to Poyſon, *tis not deriv*d 
from their own nature, but from the 
corrupt ſtomach of the Patient : *tis 
the chanel you know that gives the 
water the tincture ; and 1f it hath a 
ſtrange reliſh, it is not to be found 
at the ſpring-head, it muſt rather 
take its riſe from the injection of fome 
extraneous ſubſtance. So that fin, this 
diſeaſe of the Soul, was not created, 
but was truly begotten, and not pro- 
__ duc'd by nature, bur the creature 

 hiunſelf; and now the remedy muſt 

| be enquir'd after, and fought for ; 

diſtortion and diſlocation muſt be 

. rack*t into its due poſition, and pro- 


' per place ; the crooked muſt be 


d/ 


' made ſtraight, and the rough places 


plain, which could only be by the 
coming - of our Bleſſed Saviour into 
the World, who did remove the 
 aſperities and roughneſs of the old 
| way, and {ſtricter Law, that man- 
kind might go on evenly by the 
ſupports of a true Faith, and the 
' concurrence of ſupernatural ſtrength, 


in the way of Goſpel Obedience. 
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CHAP. IX. 


9. Ow I ſuppoſe I have clearly 

VN and fully diſcovered the truth 

_ of the doQtrine of Free-will, and that 
before theFallof Man.In the next place, 
Iſhall endeavour to vindicatethe liber- 
ty of mans Willin ſome meaſure after 
his Lapſe, by which the doctrine of ab- 
Nolute Predeftination will be eaſily ſu- 
perſeded, Now ſome perſons have 
attempted fully to evince the ſame | 
from Gen. }. 22. Azd the Lord God 
ſaid, Behold the man is become as one 
of us, to know good and evil ; and now 
leſt he put 'forth his hand , and take 
alſo of the Tree of Life, and eat, and 
trove forever, Oc. From which-place of 
Scripture it hath been inferi2d, andas 
confidently affirm'd by ſome men, 
that there was-a ſalve for this fore fall 
created-in Paradiſe; (viz.)to be-draun 
from the Tree of Life, which God 
1n his juſt judgment would not ſuf- 
"fer manto make as quick an applicati- 
” on 
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| on of: upon which account *cis faid 
chat the Almighty did drive him out 
of Paradiſe, . and did then guard the 
Tree of Life with 'Cherubims and 
Angels, and. that with a flami 
Sword. Truly tor my own part I ſhall 
not make it my bufineſs to fetch any 
argument from hence forcibly to 
conclude mans Free-wull; for I cannot 
underſtand that any Tree in the gar- 
_ den had this vivifick virtue, and im- 
mortalizing nature in it felf; for as I 
| look upon the other Tree of Good 
| and Evil to have no fuch quality in 
the bare fruit, but in the preſcrib'd 
pledge and particular inſtance of obe- 
dience (as the branch of the Tree, 
which God did command 1Mo/es to. 
throw 1nto the waters of Marat, had 
no innate and immediate vertue to 
make the bitter waters {weet, butby 
the preceprive uſe of it: ) for ſolong 
as Ada did continue under duty, he 
had a free indulgence of Gods bleſ- 
fing in all the reft of the trees in the 
_ garden; but now man having by lus 
Lapſe and diſobedience deprived: him- 
Jelf of che fruit of this Divine boun- 
ty, and accordingly being forc't out 
of that happy place, Gods in the fore- 


mentioned 
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meritioned Text ſaid by a ſharp Irony 
ro deride mans fin, and ſo truly to: 
upbraid him with the abule of hisre-- 
al favours ; and now God fully know- 
ing that the delectableneſs and ſweet. 
neſs of all the trees of the Garden was. 
a like loſs to man, ſo that inthe con- 
dition he was in, he could reliſh. no: 
more of Gods goodneſs in them, tham 
the depraved palate of a ſick man, 
to whom {weet things become bitter, 
and pleaſant ones truly nauſeous : 
therefore the Lord does ſeem (driving 
Poor man from the Tree of Life) can- 
didly to expoſtulate with him in the 
_ dialect of pity and compaſſion, as if 
he had ſaid : Ah wretched man., the 
| food of innocency -will nothing avail 
thee in the ſtate of ſin and miſery ; all 
that thou now. canſt taſte of God in the 
creature, mult derive itſelf from the 
{weat of thine own Brows : Every tree 
before was a Tree-of Life tothee in the 
ſtare of immortality ; but now having 
brought the Curie of Death iupon thy 
ſelf by thy wilful: diſobedience, thar 
fruit now will not redeem rhee, which 
texmerly would have preſerv'd thee; | 
mere wilt thou think to. find hony | 
fd {weetnels as before? Thou prune 
now 


now being fallen reliſh nothing but 
Aloes and bitterneſs, and Gods ſhar- 
per difpleaſure by. reaſon of thy vo- 
luntary . tranſgreſſion. - So that- the 
Earth that did'before freely pay its 
tribute and fruit to man, would not 
after the Fall return the due fruit of 
his enforc't labour : for his very plongh 
plow'd pains, and theearth did yield 
him a greater harveſt of ſweat than 
of true. grain ; when before man. did 
draw plenty of bteſfings from the 
exuberant breaſts of nature 3 and what 
the Poets fejgn'd ofa Golden age, was 
co, ERS = > crown; te 0 6, 
as true-inthe ſtate of Innocency, 


Flavaque 'de viridi fillabant *ilice 
 mella; C'- REC! 


Thehony-dew ofHeaven did diftiſupon 
them through the trees of the Garden ; 
we neyer read of death till of difobedi- 
ence (that being an Apoſtaſy 'from 
life )) ; -neither did we feel the ſharpneſs 
of thorns or thiftles, grief and ſor- 
- Tow, till mans iniquity had ſowed them 
in the furrows: of the field, and mmthe 
corrupted earth of our ſinful. narure ; 
and there was not only in the crea- 

os ture, 
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ture, . but after the Fall of mag an al- 
teration in the face of the Creator : a 
dark and diſmal cloud of Anger did 
ariſe, but the Goſpel produc'd, a fair 
Sunſhine day which mare: illuſtr- | 
ouſly: did appear in, the revelation ol 
Gods. mercy in. the blefſed _ Jeſus. 
Yet. here I ſhall not he too forward to 
make excurſions beyond the revealed 
Willof God; for-mans iniquity juſtly 
provoking at firft, ' and Gods juſtice 
as Joon SO PHANE the Almighty 
was. pleas'd to. diſcover himſelt in 
the. moſt perfeR forms of þis mercy. | 
Now fin did begyn,. after the Creation 
was ended, as in Gez. 1. laſt verſe, 
God {aw all his works that they were 
truly good and perfect ; ſo thathe was 
no way concern'd as the Author of 
ſin. Though ſome highly blaſphe- 
mgys : 40. 1magine,: that God ſeems 
ta vwn- (in, by-lus very permiſſion of 
it ; and to have {ych a kind of parti- 
ality, that be cancaſily diſpenſe with 
kis  infinaely -puze Eſſence, that | 
as:big .15 holy . 'we may be unho- 


ly.z. as he is: juſt, we mgy be un- 
jalt. H though darkneſs could conſiſt 
with light, and. that contraditions 
may be: Ikcongld:.. anto the greateſt 

+ -- | fr zend- 
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friendſhip ;chat whenſin is the cauſt of 
our diſtance, it could'by a ſafe mfe- 
rence of re#ſon be concluded, that a 
ſinner thereby becomes nearer to God:: 
as though God:could be, and nor be 
an avengez of ſin, the oppoſer of hs 
very Being. Thus Gods juftice being: 
by ſin inraged, he nighthaveappett- 
ecinthe mo dreadfuland atfrighting 
ſhape of Fury 3: but he was pleas'd- to 
make 2 pauſe;, ſor that the Lord and. 
" break forthbin-light and mercy at laſt : 
though Gods juſtice for ſm wasrais'd 
ligh,. yet his mercy oyerturn'd the 
ſealts : though iniquity. did lay 1n its 
falf weighe unto tlie balance, yer the 
Divine goodneſs overweigh'd : %ﬆ 
o7196t, the Divine;compaſtions-betngy 
as! thet Plalmiſt' tells'us: P/al. 145. 93 

above. all his works. . ' So that 

intamly the Scene was chang'd from 

miſery to mercy ; a tempeftdid;brealts 

for ,. yet it: diffoky'd; it {elf into a 
whole ſhower of bleffings: thus ruine 

did: ſeem to be prefac'd with-mercy: ; 

for fromthe very-title page of Gods 

angBn,” we mav eafily read a whole 
voluſhe of his irindneſs, For we can no 
!boner look upon the frontiſpiece. the 
verp-. beginning. of Holy Scripture, 
—_— |  & where 
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: where we ſee the ruins of mans inte- 
grity by reaſon of the Fall, - but we 
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may as ſoon diſcover a Corner-ſtone 
to repair this building of the Lord, 


in that firſt great Goſpel Promiſe of | 


our Saviour, Gez. 3.15. The feed of the 
Woman ſhall break the Serpents head, 
Thus here ſhines forth divine mercy 
even in juſtice,and life it ſelf inthe very 


ſentence of Death ; ſo that now | 


my diſcourſe is gradually deſcended 
to the times of the Goſpel, wherein 
you read, x Theſ. 5.9. That God hath 
not appointed, or ordained us t0owrath, 
but to obtain Salvation by our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt ; *tis inthe original 5 Wm 
(that is) God hath not ſet up his 
Creature as a certain mark, fixt.-by 
the hand of a fatal Decree, for hus 
anger and fierce wrath to ſhoot at, | 
and ſo to become the Trophies of Di- | 
vine Vengeance,and all to advance the. 


triumph ofa ſeverer juſtice ; for I muſt 


readily aſſert that Gods vindiQtive 
juſtice in the puniſhment of obſtinate 
ſinners 1s his ſtrange aR,not in the leaft 
his choice , but meerly his neceſſary | 
refuge, which the Apoſtate rebel Crea- 
ture does drive him to; and that though 
he might 1n juſtice, yet he could not 1n | 

| mercy | 


mercy leave any creature under his juſt 
condemnation, though the bolder $4- 
lapſarians tell us,and thereby would in- 
ſinuate into men a belief,thatGod paſles 
by ſome, and ſo reprobates them,and 
that for no other cauſe than his meer 
will to exclude men from an eternal in- 
heritance purchaſt by Chriſt ; when 
there is certainly no man ex parte Dei, 
but 15 truly redeemable, and that by the 
effeQtual application of the means of 
Divine grace, which Gods Omnipoten-_ 
cy ininfinite Wiſdom-andGoodneſs did 
find out, and accordingly does (till 
aCtin. And though God: hath prom- 
ſed that his Spirit ſhall not always 
| ſtrive with man, as in Gez:6. 3. which 
1s not only: true in his. economy of _ 
the world under the Old Teſtament \, 
but the Text is as truly prophetical of 
the diſpenſations of Gods. grace and 
mercy under the New 3 yet in this 
place of Sacred Scripture we are to 
underſtand the Lord as if he had ſaid 
avdlgamn)es in the moſt affeCtionate 
ſtile, and in the greateſt compaſſion 
to mankind: I am troubled to behold 
the prevailing malignity of evil againſt 
my Spirit of Grace; I will therefore 
timely to preyent the infeftion, - and 
Z © G 2 growth 


; Q ; 
Ss 


be no ipoflible ſtriving, 


ty of repentance for the Jame. Now thts 
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growth of / iniquity cut. the age 'of 
þ 9 HOT cr, and of this preſent wick- 
ed generauon Þy an uniy erf 


al deluge. 
Sorhat from this Text we may evt- 


dently perceive the infnite tendernefs 
of Gods love to'finners; and from this 
very place, the liberty 'of mans 45 
after his Lapſe may bevery caſtty 
ferr'd and deduc'd ; 'for-tþ 
* there wopts 
no oppolition : and which is "> 
conſiderable, tis the Almighty's fri- 
ving ingeneral for mens” Fe conver- 
ſion-to himſetf; *tis notis the leaſt for 
their ruine and. as ready deftruips': 
For though God mighthave juſtly py- 
tuſht original-fin in a[l'men,yer'then in 
vain would: he ſer himfelf againft rhe 
IE: of it by che -aQual tranf- 
refhions of them, who: are condhh- 
under a moſt deſperate i t1mpofibilt- 


the Dodrine' of abſolute Decrees tiods 
plainly declare. And if it 'be farth 
urg'd. from -the 5. v&/. of that. 7. 
chap. of Gen. that every imagination 
of the thoughts of mars Heart ws 
only evil, and that continually 3 this 
does really -infer no more, t - the 


Horrible ſad: ſtate of mankind FHnce 


the 
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the Fall,fo-thac we mult underſtand this 
Textonlyof: the woridexful: pravity , 
and io pak propane lin, and the 
real. reluctancy. of mans heart againſt 
the: operations ot. Gads ſpirit. and his 
grace ;.1t cannot. in the. leaſt be inter- 
reted of an: abſolute negation of the 
a of mans Will: for xf God does 
conquer. by his earneſt gugling with 
men, it mult be by their ready ſub- 
million. and: obedience to his good 
ſpirit of grace; and not by meer force, 
or by the power of any irreſiſtible De- 
cree. For the Almightie'sſtnving here 
is not to.-be. adjudg'd a piece of coerci- 
on and. violence, but only tus earneſt 
and: importunate preſſing of his. good- 
neſs and mercy,, whicly may. be. em- 
brac'd, or refus'd of all men indifle- 
rently. quoad Deumz as to Gods part. 
Why ſhould. men then.naw a-days'ſo 
niggardly contrat the: Divine good- 
nels why ſhould.any conhne the Lords 
meTcies, ſince. he hath put no limits 
ta them himſelf ? His, bounty, being as 
his divine; Eſſence, altogether infinite, 
and perfealy incomprehenfible : The 
moſt elevated firains of: the moſt 
plercing apprehenſions.can never reach 
it, Gods mercy being exalted not on- | 
7  -—-_ ly 
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ly above our higheſt conceptions, but 
above all his own works : Why ſhould 
we then meaſure the divine goodneſs 
by our narrow ſcantlings, and draw 
Gods mercy into a lefſer chanel, than 
ever he did intend they ſhould run in ? 
now ſome by their pernicious Doctrine 
of irreſpeaive Decrees erect in mens. 
minds the moſt terrible Image of the 
Almighty: and how dreadful muſt 
their apprehenfions be, who look onl 
on the Divine Juſtice ? This 1s enough. 
ro fright them into the ſaddeſt deſpair, 
when God ſhall appear ina dreſs ſo 
horrible to them, that he ſhould ab- 
ſolutely condemn men to eternal m1- 
ſery in their firſt cauſes, before they 
have any exiſtence , or the leaſt ap- 
pearance"of a Being: ard muſt poor 
Mortals be conſign'd to infernal dark- 
neſs, before they have entred on the 
Regions of Light ? And muſt muſh- 
' Tom man before he hath peept our of 
his firſt principles deſerve the puniſh- 
ment of.everlaſting Death, and before 
he 15 partaker of the breath of life? How 
then can Mr. Catv;n affirm that an un- 
changeable Decree of God appoints and. 
ſcals men toeternal deſtruction ? *Tis 
ftrange that bejore men are guilty of 
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any aQual and perſonal fins, they 

ſhould be ſo rigidly condemn'd to 

perpetual miſery, which when they 
were not, could not merit the {adder 
judgment of Death; muft they re- 
ceive the Wages of Sin, who have 
never committed any ? This is altoge- 
| ther inconfiſtent with the legal Proceſs 
| 1n common Courtsof Judicature ; and 
muſt man become more juſt and 
| Tighteous than his Maker ? And ſhall 
|  notthe judge of all the World doright? 

Ger. 18. 25. Nay Mr.Calvin goes high- 

er, which is fitter to be written 1n 

tears, than with Ink; for he ſays ex-. 
preſly in his third Book of his 1z/. 

Chap. 24. Set. 13. Ecce, remedium 

| aadhibet, ſed ne ſanentur ; lucem accenait, 

| fedut reddantur ceciores: that 1s, that. 

| God propoſeth a remedy for fins, but 

| not that men ſhould be healed of them ; 

that God lightetha light ( perverting- 

the proper uſe of 1c) that men may 

be made more blind. That he directs his 

voice to men inthe Goſpel , that they 

ſhould grow deaf thereby. This aſſer- 

_ _ttoncan never prove true in the firſt 
degrees and inſtances of mans Life , 
but when the — does give men 

_ upto judicial blindneſs, and ſpiritual - 

| "4 OCCXcation, 
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the propoſals of. mercy in the Gal: 
on. {ciſes on them, and ſo fully poſſeſs 
ſes: them, then that fearful] denuneta, 
tion of judgment dball fall on tbew, 
.as in the As 28. 26.Ga (laith Gad} | 
unto this people, and jay, Hearing ne | 
ſball hear, aud ſhall not nngerflandt; 
and ſeeing you. fball fee, and (ball ust. 
pexckive; and you have the reaſpn 
anngxt mm the following - verſe, For 
the beart of this peaple is waxed grofs ; 
and :thenthepundhment of their erime: 
infues, and their. ears are dell of beat- 
ing, end their eyes bave they cloſed ,, | 
L7; they ſbauid | ſee with ther EFES 9 
and hear with their ears, and (bqulsd he 
Forverted, and 1 ſhould heal them: wn 
the 27, verl, Far the heart off this people. 
is waked groſs, imyxiirln 5» i nagdie th 
axes Tvls. Dabis tis. Domipe, ſcutum cordas, 
terre qolorem : that 1s, that their hearts 
are grownio brawny, and become io 
i0s6lihble, thas Gods mercies through. 
' Chriſt under the Goſpel can make 
no firm impreflioa upon. them. ; the 
calloyinels of their Canſciences, cop: 
trafned by. habicual. i 
the: place ofa She 
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the Almighty, dons ſlgratmes frog: 

ly guard the ſinners heart againſt the 
incurſions of the terrours of the Lord, 
and his ſharper anger. Now this re- 
ſolute perverſeneſs cauſes the great- 
eſt grief to God, becauſe mens tem- 
pers are ſo obdurate and impene- 
table, that neither Oyl nor mer- 
cy, nor the ſuppleneſs. of holy adma- 
nitions can 1nſinuate it ſelf and be- 


| come operative on ſuch a reprobate 


_ conſtitution of mind. Now then when 
men artiye to ſuch an inſenſate and 
fatal obduration ; from ſuch, 
God may juſtly withdraw his illumi- 
nating grace, and then ſuch men 
may be wholly left in the dark 
and- to themfelves (which is the ve-. 
ry 443 and height of Divine puniſh- 
ment ). For when our unbridled nature 
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1s let looſe, and-pets the reins, into 
what deſperate iniquities and preci- 
pitated ations will it quickly hur- 
ry us ? Now indeed, in this manner 
a man may ſhyt the gate of. Gods 
mercy againſt himſelf, but the Lord 
c_— doit to any ; _ not 
ce toany man 
ſome make reprobation to” confi 
butonly to ſuch who ſo often, and fo 
contemptuouſly abuſe it. - 
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CHAP 
I * A NdnowTI ſhall proceed to ſhew 


that they that Jy afſert 


' the Dodtrine of abſolute EleAion, 
| deſtroy the very foundation of all 
Gods divine cconomy , which is 
laid and firmly bottomed on his 
unſpeakable mercy , and that to the 
whole race of mankind : But ſome 
have arriv'd to ſo great a height 
of 1impudence, that they openly de- 
clare in the negative , and they take 
the liberty to ſpeak of Decrees, and 
of the affairs and tranfaQtions of 
Heaven, as if they were Secretaries 
of State in that Kingdom , and 
ſo could open the Arcans Imperit , 
and fully reveal the ſecrets thereof ; 
and that they are the favourites of 
Heaven, when all that they deliver 
is with ſo much peremptorineſs, and 

as 


as magiſterially, as if they enjoy'd the 
place ofan infallible Dictator ; too ma. 
ny drawing from theſe this unhappy 


 conctufion, thar fome mer are abfo.- 


lutely predeſticdated to eternal life 


through Chriſt ; ſo that ſeeing he 


hath done ſo mugh ( as they too 
confidently affirm) for them, they 
necd do the lefs, and that the great 
end-of: Clrilts. death: was to, oxcule us 
am: a holy and 2; , pigus, hie,, and 
has: eur Saviour did fo deny hiown, 
Wilt. that we may: take the liberty 
t9 uſg;ours as we. pleaſe ;, and thar 
betlid-bearthe weight and, heavineſs af 


his Groſs, that we migh 


alk-apd laftly, tha the ſharper ſcourg; 
exe; Chriſts back will ſave the moſt 
flights. unrepenting;lingar. fromthe. 


d- whip of etarnal venuggance; 


a 
Such 
cave: 


thof rightequſncls of life and 


afallReligion,and are ſo far from tend» | 


ing;to the deſtruction of fin. that 
they plaznly teach men the. improve- 


ment-@f it; ; and. they. make men. - 


ne way: more. indyſtrious z, than ta 


IBKQUItY 3:-and; te. debauch. < 


ruption 
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at ſuffer nogeat 


iples as theſe are 1d deftru- 


contive the: incxealt. and; growth. of | 
ven.cor-. | 


F nt — lhranfen. —— &_. a _—_— oy = 


ruption atid_ vice it, fat; ' when'ro 
- our common” hathait nerual:pravi- 

ty and wickednefs wwe add "Ridin 
impicties , and ' artificial ' lewdiy&”, 
new ſhverted Sheng Soma; 
God. And there hath not ' been 
wanting a Set of men in the world, 
(thoſe great ingenioſo'sfor vice,) who 
have enhanſt our innate and inbred 
corruptions to the greateſt height ; 
who have put their wits on the Ten- 
ters, and their louls-on the Rack , 
and all to find out ſome new ways 
and arts.to excel the moſt monſtrous 
Romans themſelves in their Ats and 
Scenes of horrid impieties and guilt : 
Pur car) ve entertain ſo ignoble a 
belief, that the eternal Son of God 
ſhould ſuffer for any leſs end, than 
to meliorate the World ? and road- 
vance our humane nature to the great- 
eſt heights of piety, and to purity of 
life, and to raiſe our Touls to the moſt 
refind and ſublimated goodneſs ? ſince 
Chriſt did come into the Wosld, that 
ſentence of eternal death might not be 
executed on us,in that he ſuffered, and 
fully ſatisfied the penalty of the Law, 
that we might be at liberty, but not be- 
come free to plead a perteQt — 
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and priviledge from our duty. So that 
Chrift. by tus death purchaſing the 
renuffion of ourfins, does not remit 
his right, but rather confirms his title 
and juſterclaim toour real obedience 
ad Qty of life. 
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CHAP. XL 


11. F Shall in the next place ſhew you 
._ | that fromthebeginning of Gods 
adminiſtration in the world, mankind 
could: never pretend a freedom from 

| his duty, and his reaſonable ſervice of 
God, tnorder to his future happineſs : 
And I preſume he ſerious conſfide- 
ration of this ſhould quickly awaken 
and ſtartle the moſt ſecure and abſolute 
Predeſtinarian Dreamers; for God no 
ſooner made man, but hedid ſet him 

to the doing of his duty, which was 
.co-eval, and did begin with the very 
Creation it ſelf, which did take its 0- 
riginal with ours ; God indeed pre- 
{cribing the ſame all along from the 
beginmng : and that he might keep 
man,to whom he had indulg*d a whole 
world of bleflings, . in a conſtant 
conformity to 'himſelf, he did ſee 
it moſt neceſſary to this very eridy to 
imprint in man a ſenſe of his obedi- 

ence, and that by the limitation = 

. ue 


due boundary of his Free-will : ſo that 
the firſt Sabbath had been but the be. 
ginning of an eternal one to God, & the 
obliging man to a grateful acknowleds- 


ment of Gods wonderful mercy from 
a proſpe&t of the whole Creation, (and 


_ by a reflexive contem _—_— of the 
divine goodneſs 1m ihe 8} 

of the Creature, ) had not theiLq4d in 
his t6ernal! preſeierice- foralecs)! this: fad 


cenkquence of the Creation intiid Fall 
of nianÞy di{obtdience, Yang, vnks ppy 


abuſe of is Freeewill: : "i ik 
account, God teſbrhins man: 4r6nb the 
uſt ofthe fruttofone fingle Treein Pa- 
radife;which limitation = Rrhiet, fil 
.to preſerve him ander real ducy;atd-all 
ther: he! tight owo:che fitps of 
his Cteator above hifi; by this; 
Or folemnpicceot: homage to Ged; ok 
Soveraignt Lord, and gtandipropreetor 
to all), "Thus ybu ſee the Creaton was 
ow 1/gr- inthe; Gs beginning of :vhd 


that uureferenee ror mans evernal:felict 
ty, 2s havengi an imnmitditktenſpetiiro- 


wartitgand certamlyevery mans obe- 


dierice; 18 00 :lefs required: under the 
Goſpek;and to perſwade meniintoa full 


| lic of this; I miigh eaſily traces the | 


line 


rqur 


world by. duty arid obedienes:;. and 
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line of the ſervice of God from the 
very firſt Book of Moſes to the end 
of the Prophets, down to the Goſe 
peltimes ; for you may ſee in the in- 
tancy of the world; the. great Crea- 
tor was own'd in the creatures ndtu-< 
ral Religion, iti the reaſonable ſervice 
of Sacrifice, wheti righteous Abe/ of! 
fer'd up the firſtlings: of his flock ; 
and afterward indeed himſelf, being 
Gods Proto-Martyr, ahd ſoſupplyitis 
_ the place of the Sacrifice, as well as 
performing the duty of the Prieſt * 
And he 1s become juge Sacrificinm: ; 
for he beiftig. dead, yet ſpeaks forth 
our duty, arid duefubmiſſion to the 
will.of God, and therefore you read 
in Gen, 4: Verſe 4; 5. That the Loyd 
had reſpect to Abel; and to his offey- 
ing ; but unto Cain and his offering he 
had #nozie at all. But ſorne from this very - 
place of Sctipture imagine, and as 
 vainly:-phanhe, that Cain was conclu- 
ded: 1h the black: line of poſitive repro- 
bation t fo that from henee as from 4- 
firm Hypotheſis; ſome bold and þlaſ- 
phemous fupgeſters have inferr'd as. 
abſolute ele&ion, with its contrary of 


as politive reprobation ; yet ſgme Subs 


lapſavians tve- acknowled od _ Gods 
ny H | Decree 
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Decree in ſome meaſure reſpectivein 
this preſent caſe, in the intuition of | 
_ Caix's {in;though others will allow Caiz | 
_ to bereprobated only 1n reſpect of o- 
riginal (in, and not of his actual per- 
ſonal iniquity ; - the one being contra- | 
Cted from the loins ef his Parents , 
and the. other willfully ,. committed | 
by himſelf ;- which by conſequence he 
might have avoided,and ſo hinder'd, as 
' being a free and voluntary Agent. But 
certainly there could not be any repro- | 
bation of Carz upon: the bare proſpect 
: of that fin, which was committed: by | 
1s Parents before bisbirth and being ; 
for this would be to make God to fee, 
ard not to ſee 5 to behold the one, and | 
ro connmve and ſo neglect the ſight of | 
the horrible murder of his Brother: | 
whereas both (ins are the joint objeEtof | 
Gods infinite preſcience. But now if | 
you pieaſe to conſider Gods mild.and | 
candid reprehtenſion' of Cain, in the | 
A. verſ. of the 4. chap. of Gen. If thou 
doeft well, ſhalt thou; not be accepted. ! | 
(that 1s) It choudoſt exceed, or;ex- | 
cel in duty, thou ſhalt then aſſuredly 
receive a Crown or Blefſing ; I lay 
| tis clear from Gods plain argumen: 
3 tation, that Ca/z had as free a will to 
3 offer 


offer up as reaſonable and as accepta- 
ble a Sacrifice as Abel did, it Gods ſpi- 
rit could by Faith in Chrift;vm ventu- 
rum, in Chriſt to come (1n the firlt pro- 


phecy of grace and mercy by Chriſt J 


chr in him as holy, and as 
upright, and as charitable a heart, as 
the {pirit of God had done in his bro- 
ther. But the Lord who 15 zap10 - 
yrwsns, the great diſcerner of all mens 
hearts, did clearly ſee in theſe two Pro- 
thers . different principles and ends 
in performing the, ſame ordinance of 


have wroug 


 facrifice': For the ohe by the inſtin&t. 


of nature, and the help ot divine grace; 
& the other indeed by the meet dictate 
of nature, did lay the foundation of 


the worſhip of God in this way of 
ſacrifice. As for Caiz he did reaily doat 


on the ops operatum, or did only reſt in 
the ſacrifice being offer*d, when the ge- 
nuine and proper ettect of facriice 
was to. raiſe mens. hearts from dead 


works to ſerve the living God ; He. 


ſerved the Lord only for himſelf, 
for meer temporal ends, and advan- 
tages ; whenon the other hand the Al- 
mighty did fee that Abel offer'd him- 
{elf in the ſpirit of ſacrifice, as wel 

. 1 2 as 


1 
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as in the letter of carnal worſhip ; and 
= all was for ſpiritual and temporal bleſ- } 
ſings : So that the one offer'd up a 
ſacrifice of covetouſgeſs for himſelf 
without God ; the other made a ready 
offertory of thankfulneſs for the umon 
of himſelf with God: and upon this ve- 
ry account the Lord is faid to accept, | 
or elect the one, and gs to 
reject .or reprobate the other ; the 
facrifice of Car being turn'd: into in, 
that of his Brothers intoan improve- 
ment in grace; the one you read did 
unhappily: beget the cruelty of envy 
and Fratricide, the other a ſincere love 
of God and a ready Martyrdom.So that 
the evidence of righteous Abe/'s grace 
in the Almighties acceptation of it, 
was not the effect of abſolute election, | 
but a demonſtration of his real faithznel- 
ther was the declaration of Cazzs curſe. 
in Gods rejeQtion of him, the real pro- 
duct of irreſpetive reprobation, but 
meerly the reſult of his outward formal 
profeſſion, and inward corruption, ſo! 
that e quovis ligwo no fit Mercurius,tho” 
the Carver tea Polyclerws,or the great-, | 
eſt Artiſt. Now this natural rehgionby 
ſacrifice God was pleas'd to VAR 
| an 
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and fanftiie for his own peculiar 
worſhip, as you may read all alohg in 
the firſt five Books of Moſes, where he 
does preſcribe and give directive 
Laws. to the Jews for the ſame : For 


God would never ſuffer his people to 
become lazie or ſecure, but ſtill he 
ſhew'd «them in the Old Teſtament 
the neceſſity of their own endeavours 
in reſpe& of their future bliſs, and all 
in.a way of ſervice and obedience, 
which our great Patrons of uncon- 
| ditionate Predeſtination do utterly de- 
ny, and as ſcornfully reject. Thus you 
ſce the creature did hold a conſtant con- 
formity with his Creator in the primi- 
tive ſtate of perfeQtion, which did con. 
fiſt in his natural worſhip of God by 
ſacrifice : ſothat man at firſt did trul 
| reſemble a well (et Watch, where all 
| the ſubordinate and, inferiour wheels 
_ 06 hold an exadtt correſpondence with 
the primum mobile, or main [pring (the 


analogous Soul of motion ), But being 


101 


diſorder*d by a fall, or ſome ſuchextra- . 


neous accident, the ſame cannot be . 


reſtor*d, but by the hand of the skilful 
Watch-maker in ſome ſpecial action : 
In like manner in the Fall of Man, in 

| his breaking the firſt tye of Obedience, 


FT. = mans. 


"J 


" AD02 A Diſcourſe of the : 


mans wregular motion . and life 


did ravel it ſelf forth into univerſal 
diſorder and diſobedience ; and then 


the firſt way of mans ating in Gods 


ſervice was diſturb'd , and utterly 
broken off by the ſad Fall of Iumane 
nature: yet after the Lapſe, 'man- 
kind was clearly convinc?d of their du- 
ty by the very light of nature (though 
indeed clouded by theDevils deluſions) 
whence he was very ſollicitous,and did 
earneſtly endeavour for an expiation 
of his obliquities and wandrings from 


theLaw of Nature written 1n his heart, 
and plainly pointed out by the diftates 
of Conſcience ; by the help of which 
expiation, to uſe the expre(ſion of the 


Prophet Iſaiah, chap. 40. wvir/. 4 Man 
did {trive to make the croo!:ed [treight, 
and the rough places plain, that he 
mizht go on evenly in the way of true 
worihip and duty towards God, 


(though 1t muſt: be confeſt that all. 
theſe helps were too infirm to patch up. 
the defets of our lapſed nature).Now 


| this concluſion being made and gran- 


ted, wretched man reſolves to make 


experiment, Whether there be any 
thing in his power and dominion , 


© which God hath given him, that 


mz '-: would 


= 


Pu aw AAmamA..CcricaaEca.c.c..., 
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would ſtand in his room between God 
and him, and fo bear the judgment 
due unto himſelf. This reſolution 
| being fixt, and fully made, poor man 
endeavours to find out what will bear 
the moſt proportion to his worth, and 
all to this end, that the ſame may be- 
 comea reaſonableexpiation : and upon 
this account 1t was that he did attempc 
to make a plenary ſatisfaction by the 
offering the beſt Creature he had; /olcas 
mola falsa litare, qui non habent thura ; 
they did offer up a fait cake when 
they could not entertain their Deities 
with Odours,Myrrh and Frankincenſle: 
and ſo we ſtillfind and read that reaſon- 
able nature cirected its eye to an expl- 
_ ation by ſomething living, eſpecially of 
the very be{t in his poſſeſion, as evi- 
dently appears by righteous 4e/,whoſe 
practice did then become a precedent 
to all maniind (as bcing then the 
moſt reaſonable and readieſt way of 
reconciling the Almighty to man a- 
gain ;) the which as the Lord did ac- 
cept, fo he did afterward by eſpzcial _ 
Revelation command this manner of _ 
worſhip by Sacrifice, and that of the 
beſt living Creature, or inanimate one_ 
that was within the ſphere of a mans 
H 4 calling, 


_ y Diſcour por 


calling. So that you may fully ſee that 
under the Moſaical economy, God did 
lay his commands on the Jews to of- 
fer up Sacrifice, ſtill to perpetuate their 
Duty ; and though the ceremonial 
Law was not intended to be of conſtant 
obligation, yet it was transſorm'd in- 
to that which was laſtzng and durable 
under the Goſpel, in the juſt intend- 
ments of duty : For inthe whole body 
of the Jewiſh worſhip under the Old 
Teſta ment there were ſome veins of an: 
zatimation ofa ſpiritual one under the 
New ; for all the ſacrifices under the 
Law were but figures of a ſublimer and 
purer ſervice of God under the Gof- 
pet they were all but as ſo many 
[teps, or convenient aſcents for their 
weak and infirm apprehenſions ta 
clumbor riſe upby to the true know- 
ledge of ſpiritual worſhip. So that 
laſtly, the Jews, though they were 
heirs of all, yet continuing. chil- 
dren, and being in their minority , 
muſt in this manner ſpell out Reli- 
gion, fince the Almighty did mildly 
1n{inuate it by the Rifiofine of ſenſe. 
Thus God did inſtruft the Fews in 
their nonage, and under the guardi- 
anſhipofthe Law ( being under theſe 
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elements and rudiments of the world ) 
| as in Gal. chap. 4. verſ. 1, [2, 3,4. 
Now for a farther illuſttation of this, 
I might go down to 4brahaws AL 
tar, to Moſes his Tabefnacle, and 


ES 


{o to Solomons Temple, lll I come 

ro Chriſts Church, till 1 havebronghe 
you'to the true lighr, that lighteth eve- 

ry one that cometh into the world,even 

our bleſſed Saviour himſelf , who 
was that true Sacrifice of Sacri- 


| | fices, ever flaming on the Altar of 

| Gods love, and ſo making a ſuffici- 

_ ent atonement both for Few and Gen- 

| zile, The whole deſign of all was 
plainly thus, Almighty God was 
pleaſed in the Primitive Creation to 
indulge to man a world of bleſſings, 
the whole ſtock of his Creatures in 
uſaumfructum to trade with all : man 
by his diſobedience did become Bank- 
rupt of the Divine bounty ; yet God 
out of the tenderneſs of his mercy 
deeply compaſſhonating - mans mile- 
ry, enter'd with us into a Cove- 
nant of Redetnption, freely giving his 
only Son and Heir to ſatisfie the 

| whole Debt,whereby we as Out-law?d 

| were by Chrifts abundant fatisfaQti- 

on reſtored again into the liberty - 

ef - ene 
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the Sons of God, and made to ſtand 
relti in curia at the Tribunal of Gods 
juſtice, as Co-heirs with Chriſt by. 
his purchace of redemption, as in 
Rom. chap. 8. verſ. 17. And if chil. 
dren, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
 moynt-heirs with Chriſt. 
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CHAP. um 


12. Ow ſome men have preſu-. 

med to go higher, and as 
confidently do affirm , That the very 
Heathens,who do not enjoy the means 
of divine Grace and Goodneſs through 
Chriſt, do however arrive at happi- 
neſs, by living up to the very Light of 
Nature; that 1s, ſuch as are not par- 
takers of the effeQtual prevailing means 
of Grace under the Goſpel, and that by 
hearing the divine Ward, and ſo as 
readily receiving the glad tidings of 
lalvation through our bleſſed Saviour. 
In Rom.2.14,15. we read that the Gez-. 
tiles which have not the Law, do by nature 
the things contained in the Law, theſe has 
ving not the Lan (that is,that which was 
given to Mo/.s in two Tables of Stone:) 
tor they enjoyed only a ſmall abridge- 
ment of jt, a certain Breviary or Epi- 
tome of the ſame-; yetit. was deeply 
Imprinted in their hearts, which they - 
did copy: out in their lives, which 
E FER 
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were the cleareſt tranſcripts of it. Theſe 
Gentiles were 4 Law unto themfelves ; 
For conſcience in all Heathens as well 
as Chriſtians, ſupplyed the place of 
one; for it did execute its particular 
and immediate office inthe little Con- 
ſiſtory of the ſoul, ſince it plainly does 
accuſe, or direQtly excuſe for the care- 
leſs negle& of duty : and truly, ſuch 
perſons as have ſtrialy obſerved the | 
expreſs ditates of Gods Holy Spirit, in 
Iiving according toa well adviſed con- 
{cience, are ſuch as by Faſtiz Marty | 
are Called Arvowns wile avye 5; not that | | 
that place in this Father does admit of 
the interpretation of our Saviours be- 
ing the Word, or being the divine xy 6 
of reaſon,as Chrilt truly is ſaid to be the. 
ſubſtantial or eſſential Word of God, 
Fohn 1.1.1n the beginning was the Word, 
"and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God, which was incarnate on 
earth ; If this expoſition is allowed 
— of, then the difficulty and doubt con- 
cerning the future condition of theHea- 
thens 1nreference to their eternal ſafe- 
ty ceaſes, and asſoon diſappears ; but - 
here it may be probably conjeQuured, 
that fuch perſons.as have been only 
directed by the plimmering light of 
; | nature, 
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nature, ſuch I ſay have made a 
greater progrels, and a readier profici- 
ency in {ome religious duties , than 
many Chriftians have done, that live 
under the brighter Sun-fhine of the 
Goſpel. And 1 perſwade my fel, that 
ſuch mens hearts being melted into a 
tenderneſs by the gentler flame of 
nature', have been readier to re- 
ceive greater impreſſions of piety and 
_ devotion, than many obdurate tem- 
| pers of men continuing under the light 
| of the Goſpel. Indeed the very Hea- 
| thens bave been fully convinced of the 
great neceflity of their duty towards 
God, from the force and power of na- 
turalconſcience, that being'the true and 
infallible Judge of mens aCtions fince 
the ſadder Fall of man. For our hu- 
mane underſtandings do ſtill ſtand 
iz'd-of, and are fully poſſeſt of the 
brit principles of knowledge, all which 
are deriv'd by right of 'inheritance 
from nature it felf, as the wa? re), 
thoſe common notions, which as foon 
as they appear, do ſeem to be enftampe 
and maprinted'on our rational nature ; 
as namely, that God is to be worſhipt; 
that -men ſhould. do as they would be 
done to; that all ſhopld honour their 
: — - Parcels; 
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Parents, and the like : thele are Apho: 
riſms and duties written 1n the very 
Book of Nature : ſor the Heathens do 
ſuck in theſe connatural truths with 
their milk, and do draw their duty to- 
wards God & men,from thevery breaſts 
of Nature ; and though it is a great 
Queſtion in the Schools, Whether a 
Heathen walking by the meer. light of 
Nature '( which the Almighty hath er 
up in his ſoul) may become truly ca. 
pable of ſalvation thereby ; I preſume 
upon the - moſt rational. grounds , it 
muſt be reſoly'd:in the Negative ; and 
that eternal ſalvation +15 only attaina- 
ble, and becomes feaſible, by a full be- 
lief, and a real faith in our Saviours 
plenary ſatisfaQtion and merits. For, 
pray how can the Heatliens adnut of a 
belief of the infinite: efficacy ' of 'our 
. Saviours ſufferings, who did never. hear 
the plain report of it ? ſince faith 
.15 the proper and genuine efteCFof hea- 
Ting, as in Row. 10. 17. where 'tis ex- 
prefly atirmed, hat faith comes, and is 
introduc'd by hearing , and hearing ' by 
the word of God ? However *ris certain, 
that the obſcure Heathen had ſome 
_ glimple and imperfe& diſcoveries of 
Chriftt. And truly this opinion carries 
the 
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the face of probability along with it, 
inſomuch as Homer's Fable may admir 
of a true Moral : for the light of 
ſome truths may, and do appear, and 
do commonly ſhine forth through Po- 
etical miſts and clouds ; for heatfhirms, 
That.the old age did ſee a long chain 
hanging down from Heaven to Earth; 
fo that the Heathen World did per- 
ceive fome links of this chain of Di- 
vine mercy and goodneſs reaching 
down even to their times, and firmly 
to. re-unite the creature to the great 
_ Creator ; which only could be effe- 
cted by the incarnation of the Son of 
_ God, this Angel of the Covenant, de- 
 ſcending as .on Jocob's Ladder, from 
Heaven to Earth; ſo that in the be- 
nighted age of the World , there may 
be ſome glimmerings of the light of 
this ſacred truth of Chriſts birth diſco- 
 vered, and ſome faint rayes of our 
Saviours coming . into the World 
icattered abroad ; which more illuſtri- 
oully appeared in the S$b»/ls ſacred ra- 
ptures : for we may find ſome of them 
to be more like a Chriſtian Comment 
| (as being altogether Evangelical)than 
the blind Heathens bare PrediQtions ; as 
1tclearly appears from that of S:by/2 
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Cumes and divers other, this Vireil 
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Tam nova progentes cr:ladernittitar alto , 
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Now the great God is deſcended from 
his. royal heavenly Palace tohis foot- 
ſtool here on earth, to dwell in this 
lower region of flelh. Thus theſe 
Sthylls did feem to tranſcribe Goſpel 
Text,as that of S.John,Chep.L. 24. Aud 
the Word was made firſo,cad dmelt arm0ng 
z : fo that it ſeem'd. by an eaſte Ia- 
bour of tranſlation, not. only to derive 
this fo great a truth , but the ſacred 
Scriptures eloquence too. Herice you 
may eaſily perceive, that the Heatheng 
didenjoy in ſome meaſirethe Dodtrine 
of Chriits Miſhon and Advent itito the 


the Ore, and there was only wanting 
ſome skilful Artift to refine it , an 
thus to illuſtrate the. right and-proper 
uſe of it. And now upon. this and ſes 


veral other accounts., I preſume we 


may fafely entertain a belief, that 


there are ather ſheep, which are not 


of Chrifts viſible fold, | which norwits 
ſtanding belong to the. a - 
. ord 7 


World : they had this. truth. as:Gold in 
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herd ; and fo may be truly ſaid to be 
in Chriſt; and reatenus Chriſtiani, 
though not »omine, atid by meer appel- 
lation 5 and many fuch_ there are, 
who do feel in theit fouls a Law of 
Grace warring with their rebellious 
lufts in their members and gradually 
prevailing and bringing them to a due 
conformity to the will of God ; wha' 
though they may not have the Evan- " 
pony Law in the preaching of the 3 
ofpel, yet triity become one to 
_ themſelves; and fo performing in their 
propottionable manner —_——= 
ence; foraſmuch as they do ſtrictly ob- 
ſerve the dictates of Gods holy Spiritz 
in living according to a truly well in- 
formed Conſcience. Now ſuch as 
theſe, both were and are many of thoſe 
Gentifes , who perfeQly abhorriog I- 
dofarrous Religion , and ſcorning the 
ſuperſtitious Rites of their Idols vai- 
| her worſhip , have endeavoured to 
bring themſelves to the true ſpiritual 
worſhip of God , and fo did en- 
deavour to live as exattly as they pof- 
libly could in the exerciſe of all Moral 
' duttes. And I prefume,it cannot juſt- : 
| y be denyed, that there were many 
ch, that did dwell under the Law, 
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and ſome that are-now in theſe Goſpel 
dayes, who though they are not under 
the bleſſed ſound of the Goſpel iz rermi- 
ns, | yet like the Eunuch of Canaace, 
 wa.fld be Chriſtians one too, if they 
| hadaPhporaS.,Partoinftrutt them 
in the right n anner of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; and ſurely the Almighty will 
never Tequireany more of any, than he 
hath given them ; for he is 20 reſpedter 
of perſons, ( which the DoQtrine of po- 
ſitive Predeſtination' does . abſoJutely 
 1mply ) but whoſoever does righteouſneſs, 
the ſam is accepted of God; as 1n Afs 
10. 34, 35. Then Peter opened his mouth 
and ſaid, Of a truth I perceive, that God 
is no accepter of perſons; but in every Na- 
tion, he that feareth him, and lo worketh 
righteouſneſs, ( Yx1Þs dun BY ) becomes 
truly acceptable ro him ; and then cer: 
tainly ſuch are ſo, who by their obedi-, 
ence to the light 'of the Law of Na- 
ture, ſhall in their converſation juſtifie 
their {incere endeavour to hold-the ex- 
atteſt conformity with God in real 
duty :, for, if men. ſhould be ſo ftrange- . 
Ty unreaſonable, and as highly unchari- 
table,as toexcludemen from all intereſt 
in Chriſt, but only thoſe who are vi- 
ſible Profeſſors of the true Orthodox 
L. Faith ; 
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Faith ; then there would be no room if 
Chrilts fold for thoſe perſons mientio- 
ned in S. Mark 9.38, 39. for our Saviour 
- would not have that man in the: leaſt 
wiſe forbid to follow him, who did 
work Miracles in his name , even 
to the caſting forth of Devils : and 
though he did not become a follower 
of Chriſt and his. Apoſtles ; yet it. 
is plainly evident, that Chriſt did 
then in-an implicit manner admit and 
adopt him, by. his ready affirmation to 
the Diſciples, ſaying, That he that 7s 
not againſf us, muſt certainly be on our 
part ; andſo ſftandup ina joint vindt-. 
cation of us and our Doctrine. And 
now, which 1s farther conſiderable, 
- and may be ſafely enquired into with= 
out the leaſt curiolicy, *Pray what ſhall 
become of all eſſential Chriſtians, who 
did only live we acys, by the regular 
 Tuggeltions of reaſon, and the convin- 
| cing power thereof, in the a Tiduous 
pfactice of their duties ? and what 
{hall we affirm of ſuch men, whoſe 
weak capacities, from the perſwaſion 
of falſe Guides, have, and do betray 
them to perſecute Chriſt, out of al * 
erroneous zeal, ſome vainly 1maginin 
in this very manner to ſtand up a 
"8 oe. 
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defend him? And laſtly, What ſhall we 
conclude of all thoſe numerous Seas, | 
which not out of meer peeviſhneſs, or | 
from a prolpe&t of temporal advan- 
Lage » but only out of puny error. in 
judgement, have unhappily miſtaken 
the truth; which however they do 
from the greateſt ſincerity love, and as 
willingly embrace, and as evidently 
profels 1n the genour of their lives ? 
this being the infallible note, and the 
true xe/ievy of ſaving Grace. 
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' 1}. JRCOW if all of theſe fore 
1] V mentioned, forts of men, 
with divers others, ſhould be excluded 
by any abſolute aC of reprobation, this 
would make our bleſſed Saviour's puſi/- 
ls grex, his little flock ſo ſmall, that 
it would be really no more 1n propor= 
tion to mankind, ( pardon, Sir, the 
compariſon |) than a few Olives, or 
thar little fruit which is caſually left, 

. and remains on the Tree after it 1s 
beaten : and pray then , where would 
be Gods infinite goodneſs, which the 
P/{almift does ſo highly advance above 
all -his works, when ſuch a vaſt pro. 
portion of them 1s really deligned by a 
tatal Decree, for the glorifying of his 

—_— which 1s indeed peculi. 
 arly affign'd and allotted to the exalta- 

tion of Nis incomprehenſible mercy ? 

But here, if one ſhall by way of analo- 

gy, duly conſider of individual men, 

v ith the Almighty's gracious ends in 

by T3 ”_ ho 
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the glorifying the great Attributes of 
his Mercy and Juſtice in their ſalvati. 
on, or eternal ruine; I ſhall only pro- 
pound to ſuch a Proportionift, the | 
number of the ſeventy perſons of the 
family of the Patriarch Jacob, which 
went down into Er3pt7, which indeed, 

and that. in a corner of the Countrey, 

did multiply themſelves in the ſpace of 

four hundred years into ſix hundred 

thouſand men ( beſides women and 

children) as was evident at their de- 

parture out of Egypr : I fay,let ſuch a 

one compute, and make a full enume- 

ration of the increaſe of this one pe- 

culiar family in the two potent King- 

doms of Judah and 11g! , ard he 

may eaſily ſee and coliect from this, | 

thac the number of true Chriſtians 1s 

not ſo ſmall as the Preceſtinarian Ac- 

countants, 'and as vain ſurmiſers do 

give It in: for ex pede Herculem ; 1 

that then from this little Toe of the 

Coloſſus of mankind, we may in ſome 

meaſure ſafely proportion, and make 

an eaſte conjecture of the whole body 

thereof : and as there are many Stars 

inthe Firmamenr of Nature, ſo there 

areinthat of Chriſts Church;and there 

arg divers degrees of Grace correſþon- 
= cent 


dent to the ſeveral o_ of Glory 
therein : and in the Sphere of Chriſts 
Church there are ſome of thoſe Stars 
_ occulte er nebuloſe, and of them that 
do viſibly ſhine, their diferent magm- 
rudes make them more or leſs glori- 
ous. And here, if Imay preſume to 
make a parallel, the molt regular Chr1- 
ſtians that do make a right uſe of the 
Sacraments ( of thoſe Seals annext, 
and appendant to the Covenant of 
Gods Grace) may very fitly re- 
ſemble the Stars of the firſt magni- 
tude, whoſe Frighter glory makes 
them the moſt il[uftrious lights of their. 
own truth and perfection. And as for 
thole of m2aner attainments , and of 
leſs ſtrict and regular lives, thoſe 
may be repured Stars of the fifth, 
fixth, . or ( ſuppoſe) ſixtieth magni- 
tude : all of which TI ſhall leave to the 
infinitely wiſe Creator*sall-feeing eye, 
who ealilieſt does diſcern, and as fully 
know, ' who are truly his : And for 
thoſe many Corets and ſtrange Mete- 
ors that ariſe in the Sphere of the 
Church, that make ſuch great and 
-Portentous blazes,” like N.zuplizes's fire) 
they will clearly ſhew what they are 
in the leaſt ebbing<of Religion , or in 
" I 4 the 
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the ſeeming ſhipwrack of the viſible 
Church of God. But here ſome of 
Mr. Calvir's Diſciples may ſtand up, 
and reſolutely appear to ſtop us with 
an inhibition, telling us, that we muſt 
not too boldly enquire, or proceed ta 
make a farther ſearch intothe cauſes 
of Gods pretended abſolute Decrees ; 
for they do poſitively alledge, thax 
they are ſuch as diſdain our reach , 
or the nearerapproach of our reaſon ; 
and that they are an Abyſle not ta 
be fathom'd by our weak and ſhallow 
capacities ; ſo that we ſhould not pry 
too bulily into the Ark of God ; but 
ſhould rather acquieſce in a modeſt 
knowledge of this, as of all other di- 
vine Myſteries, which ſtands conſtant- 
ly admiring, whilſt a proud apprehen- 
ſion of Gods "aig +a and, at 
the ſame time, ſtumbles too. For, 
what eye that looks on the Sun, does 
not dazle ? Te men of Galilee, why gaze 
Je then into Heaven ? To all this I 
phinly anſwer, and as freely confeſs, 
that ſome Myſteries of our Chriſtian 
Religion do triumph over our weak 
realon, and do conquer it in the very 
attempt of apprehending them ; as 
gamely, the very abſtruſe Dottrine ot -F 
SA | Fe 
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the Incarnation of our bleſſed Saviour, 
and the manner of it, (which is as 
myſterious, as his perſon is glorious, 
and as the mercy of it is 1ncomprehen- 
ſible :) But why may we not diſcover, 
and as fully behold and ſee the evident 
cauſes of mans ruine and damnation 

| founded, and that only m the corrupted 
nature of mankind ; rather than to. 
ſearch, and that altogether in vain,for 
a ſtrange and an unknown caule 1a the 
abſolute neceſſitating Predeſtination of 
the Almighty ? ?Tis ſtrange that Chri- 
{tians now ſhould delight themſelves in 
this Stoical dream, Thar all things muſt 
run ina neceſſary and unavoidablecur- 

_ Tent of Gods eternal Decrees : I am 
ſure *tis a perfeCt contradiction 1n 
nature, to aflirm, that there 15a ne- 
celſitated choice: for though it mult 
be granted, that God does truly and 
neceſſarily toreſce , that ſuch a chigg 
will be done, or ſuch a fin will 
be committed ; yet the Almighty can- 
Not be ſaid in any reſpe& to know that 
what is acted voluntarily,muſt be done 
neceſſarily. For he perteQly diſcovers 
by his divine Preſcience, as through a 
PerſpeCtive-glaſs, evety mans volun- 
tary motion , fo that it _ 
ave 


le tes AE" EGS 
R ; 4 5 EL #4" Ms a>, oc et 8 as fas: "m 6 II AGEs, " # . . 
. ” , ” "EC 2 al of by m " Gs ” >, x. Os he yen . ES” 5 - 5. ” Ke; pd 4 F PF - Ea BY os - o 
+ ne nated " = = X "Is; 4 by rt S OY > ee" + 6 SEL * < F A c RI 4 
Z 1 wm - ho. to wad io uns et BT $6 * es cot ag "Rib TY IP” ia W— E Ga, © Of Is $4” "_ Er WY % CE by Fn: W s 
” 5 Cons a EY + Gs X way fn”. ff < py » » ., _ 2 3 by 3 bp Jet - - y 
Pt SPS So 6 Eo vr ERR, & L 4 A * 4 / ot 
a = 3 4 Penn Fs ns gr Ree *S a « ; F 
£ Le pe Y L 
+, DE & # of - * * * [.) 
> - - 
j 4 * 
I % o p x » 
F: -_ 6 £» 1 » 
»% ' 
T3 " s = 
- . 
- - 2 [ 
CY 
; - 
s 
- 4 4 
X . 


have fallen out otherwiſe : every 
{matterer in Logick, or any one that 
hath the leaſt inſight into Metaphy- 
ſicks, can ſoon make a ready di. 
 ftintion between a natural anda vo-. 
Juntary agent, between ſuch as act by 
the preſcrib'd or fix'd Laws of Nature, 
and of rational creatures which are 
inan equal poſflibility of acting or not 
acting ; for that the divine Decrees do 
not impoſe any real fatal — on 
any, in reſpect of their eternal ſafety _ 
or ruine ; for the voice of reaſon mult 
needs proclaim thoſe Laws and Conltt- 
tutions very unjuſt, which plainly for- _ 
bid and prohibit that which a man 
cannot poſſibly ſhun or avoid ; all con- 
ſultation then muſt be vain; and con-. 
=. ſideration ineffeCtual, if all things muſt 
S | be reſolv'd into what is only neceſſary 
= or impoſſible. Things then can be no 
£ _ morechang'd by our moſt earneſt en- 
deavours, than we can ſtay the courſe 
of the Heavens, and of Celeſtial Bo- 
dies with our little finger, or add a cu- 
bit to our preſent ſtature : So that if 
you will admit of a middle way be- 
tween what is-faid to be impoſſible, | 
and what is truly neceſſary, by the in- | 
terpoſition of voluntary aQtions and 
ks agents, 
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agents, who fully enjoy a liberty to 
move or not to move, then molt of 
the Phznomenas and difficulties in this 
great point of Predeſtination , may be 
ealily reſolv'd. Butnow if all things 
fhall fall out and come to pals by an 
| Inevitable neceflity, then £&//pphus 
might 'devolve his crime on cruel 
Fate, and Tantalus might juſtly accuſe 
the ſeverer Gods for his fault reverſt in 
his puniſhment ; for they are both 
| brought in by the Poet plainly confeſ- 
{ing mvi avdynn a20K]o TAMAEUTUED of fo that ; 
what they did unjuſtly perpetrate, —” 
they do as readily complain , that 
they were compelled co it by an inelu. 
ctabie neceſſity )- 07 1 pwotea mivlay dirie, 
even by the over-ruling Mandates of 
their Gods: and ſo Homer introduces 
- one crying out in the ſame tragical 
Note in his nineteenth 1/1ad, 
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(thatis) That Tam no way criminal, 
but by the violent 1.npulles of the di- 
vine Powers, — 
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CHAP. XIV. 


14. JOw you may plainly diſcover 
I NN that this abſolute Predeſti- 
narian aſſertion is but the opinion of 
impelling fate reviv'd, and the un. 
doubted ttanſcripr of the Heathen 
Philoſophy, and then it ſhould never 
be admmitred into the Articles of the 
true Chriſtian belief; for certainly 
there never did paſs any poſitive De- 
cree m the Court of Heaven for the 
commiſfion of any fin, God did not 
put weapons into our hands to wound 
and deſtroy our ſelves withall ; no, all 
ſinners are moſt barbarouſly cruel to 
themſelves ; they become their own 
Aſſaffinates, ſole contributers to their 
own ruin, fo that none can without 
doing violence to their own reaſon, 
and their Religion, aſſign the Divine 
Decrees the proper cauſe of mans de- 
{truQtion : for there cannot be two to- 
tal and ne cauſes of the ſame 
Numerical eftect ; hence you may ad- 
[ mire 
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mire how ſome moſt daring Hereticks 
can proclaim this ſo dangerous and 
horrible a Doltrine, That the Almigh- 
ty does abſolutely wilt our eternal 
miſery : For thereby theſe men will 
| be fore'd to a conceſſion, thar God 
does fully aſſent to the ſin, which is the 
fole and genuine principle of mans 
Damnation ; this blaſphemous Tenet 
is tnconliftent with the pure nature of 
the moſt righteous God ; for *tis cer- 
rain that the creature might fall ( »»- 
lents Nea)and without any determinate 
purpoſe of the Lords ( his Divine pre- 
Rience not being excluded). Nei- 
_ therdoes this neceffitate the particular 
ations of men, for the Divine previſt- 
on 18 not the immediate Origin of 
events; for Gods bare fore-knowledge 
of rhe futurity of things, that they wall 
| bedone, can never be afſum'd as any 
cogent argument to evince, that 
ſuch -things are effeted, becauſe 
{| be forefees them , though Mr. Twi/s 
| 10 his Sciertis media hath -found our 
a ſtrange intentional one in Mente Ds- 
vina,in the Divine intelle&. And then 
it muſt be as frankly acknowledg'd , 
' that though God doth really foreſee, 
that ſome men will go and run into 
os deſtru- 
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deſtruction, yet it cannot be ſo as 
'Mr. Calvin affirms in the third Book 
and 24. Chap. of his I»/fitutions , be- 
''cauſe God ſo willeth it, when it is 
the proper reſult of our own depra- 
'ved wills, not of the Divine one ; 
otherwiſe he muſt of neceſlity : make 
Almighty God the Author of 11n : and 
1o upon this account Mr. Calvin pro- 
ceeds very confidently to tell his dil 
ciples, and others, it is not their part to 
ask a reaſon of ſuch Decrees , there- 
fore we ſhould be huſht and quieted 
as meer children with a contented 
ignorance : But certainly this wretch- 
ed opinion of Gods poſitive reprobation 
does not carfy the nature of Divine 
myſteries along with it ; it is not ac- 
company'd with ſo great an awe and 
Majeſty, as if it ſhould be only obey'd, 
and no way diſputed ; and fully af: 
ſented to, and no way argued, or in 
the leaſtwiſe encountred : for God him- 
ſelf does 'abſolutely deny thar it is by 
any Ordinance or Decree of his, that 
_ the wicked do periſh ; for he makes 
a ſolemn and open proclamation a- 
gainſt it in the Prophet Ezechicl (chap. - 
33 IL.) Say unto them, as I live, faith 
the Lord, &c. ſo that we may —_ 
| _ bly 
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' bly believe the truth of this, when 
we have the acceſſion of Gods Oath 
to confirm and ſtrengthen it. For 1 have 
zo pleaſure(laith God) in the death of the 
wicked, » ferouar mv IdyaToy 7% donfes , 
that 15, I have no kind of will or inten- 
tion for it; but now in this Sacred 
_ Scripture we have the expreſs aſſeve-_ 
ration of the Almighty, that he hath 
no other will atall, but that the wick- 
ed would turn from their evil and 
unrighteous ways and live ; turn ye, 
turn ye, Which 1s repeated with the 
moſt vehement and ingeminated affte- 
tion of mind and delire * for why will 
ye ate, ye Houſe Iſrael ? hence you may 
clearly perceive that wecarry the prin- 
ciples of ruin within us; and that it 
is not effected by the force of any pe- 
remptory Decree without us, O 
Iſrael, thy deſtruttion is of thy ſelf, Hef. 
13.9, For the Divine Decree be- 
ing an Immanent act, it does not there- 
fare produce any real effect ad extr:; 
'tis very obvious to any mans capacity 
in that known inſtance, that a Law 
being made, and provided againlt any 
crime, as of Felony, or any acher, 
It no way enforceth 'any man to the 
commiſſion of it, it directly tends to 
Ld = 
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a far better end, for it becomes a fence 
and fortification againlt it : But now, 
if God by an abſolute at&t of Prede- 
ination hath laidan w neceſlity 
on man , that he ſhall infallibly ſuffer 
Damnation, what can poor irpo- 
tent and infirm man do ? Can he. 
. wreſtle with Omnipotence , or in the 
leaſtwiſe oppoſe ſuch poſjtive deter- 
minations ? Therefore the Lord might, 
if he would, ( as Mr. Ca/vzz tells us 
in his third Book of his In/f. 23. chap.) 
have provided a remedy for theſe ſad 
Maladies and Evils that he forefaw ; 
bur he goes on affirming thar God 
etress decreed : and he farther 
ſays, that God did not make any provi- 
fion in this kind, therefore of his deter- 
minate purpoſe he hath created poor 
mortals to perpetual mifery 8 inevita- 
ble deſtruction. Truly this is ſo deſpe- 
rate and fo deſtructive a polition,, as 
mult of neceſſity argue a prefumptu- 
ous & daring Pride, as well as the want 
of right reafon: irt any mar; who ſhatl 
confidently attemprby ſich unwarran- 
table and groundlefſs cenfures to ſer 
and preſcribe bounds and limits ro 
Gods iniinite wifdom, (atting in the 
free emanations of his goodneſs to- 
wards 
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wards all mankind,) which it is real- 
ly impoſſible a finite creature can ful. 
1y comprehend ; fince you read that 
neither the footſteps of Gods judg- 
meats, nor of his mercy can be traced, 
; Rom. 11.33. How anſearchable are his 
judgments, aud his Ways 24 ſmnaing 
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15 FTHusyoy ſee that] have proved 
þ ys amb man was my veg 
ter the Image of God, which indeed 
mult be underſtood of the intellectual 
part of man, his reaſonableSoul inal 
he actings of the underſtanding, and: 
thoſe of the Will it ſe, ( wherein: 
its liberty. does conſiſt :-) for from the. 
Anatomy of a mans body, and by an 
exact ® ® if 1 : « 
we can eaſily diſcover that man ts no 
more than the fineſt-Vegetable, or 1n-. 
deed the beſt Beaſt ; but man was crea- 
red.inthefjate of integrity and perfe- 
*Qtioh, and of full grown reaſon; for.he 
was at firſt in ſuch @ perfect condition 
im his own nature, that he needed not 
any thing that might contribute to his- 
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be impaled in himſelf: ſo that mans: 
Fall afterwards by the ſubtle ſuggeſti- 
onof the Tempter, and of himſelf, 
was not the quickning or exciting of 
any feeds of corruption, latent. or 

| lying 


' | <y, and eminency of power, (that 
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lying hid in mans- nature, but the 

cruel operation and -a& of an higher 
Efſence or _— Being, even of the 
Devil himſelf, on and upon: poor 
man (he being. of a lower and inferi- 
our ee for Satan Jo = _— 
els being irrecoverably' lapſt and 
Foes per by endeavouring to make 

War with their Creator for fuprema- 


being the moſt natural and inunediate 
cauſe of all Rebellion )- the Apo- 
flate Devil did too quickly draw. man- 
- Kind intothe ſame condemnation; he 
having a great and mighty influence - 
on men, much like that of the greater 
wheels of a Clock moving the leſſer 
ones ; for the Devils being -farit fal- 

ten from. their original integrity, did 
.8s ſoon. move very irregularly ; inſd- 

much that they did by the methods of 
Hattery, and infinuating arts, wan: 
and prevail on our firft Parents, to the 
[like irregularity with themſelves. How 
_ did the Devil ie proftrateat thoſe ve= 
-Iy feet he was undermining, thus 
ſtrangely deludingthem with their:cu- 
pacity and power of treading on hit, 

and thac they ſhould at yr. be both- 
advanc'd; and i become, andftatt up* 
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| Gods, and they themſelves become the 
_ © proper obje&ts of Adoration and wor- 
Hits + Now our firit Parents could 
' Not trace the windings of this old Ser. 
' pent, when hedid ſo dazte their eyes 
with the exceſſive ſplendour of that 
- pretended'plory, (of being like Gods) | 
.and all that they might not by the. 
glimmering light of this falſe diſguiſe 
. perceive how near they were ap- 
proncnng to the fate of Devils. And 
- here the Serpents language was not fo 
. tweet and Gwing , as it was truly 
- powerful and prevailing ; for where 
e gains no conqueſt by- perſwaſion , 
he does cloſely undermine by flatte- 
ry: fo that by the enchantments of 
a ſerpentine tongue, the duty of not 
eating ( in which ſingle inſtance their 
Obedience to God did confiſt ) is alto- 
. ther diſfwaded and diverted from ; 
and our firſt Parents' being tickled 
- with the fancy of being Deities, 
.at laſt applaud the deſign of diſobe- , 
dence, and entertain the novelty of 
contemmng the power of the great 
- Legiſlator or Lawgiver. And now 
you. may ſee that che ſame kind of fin, 
was the cauſe of the Fall both of An- 
gels, and of men w hich truly in both 
LG | | was 
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was 2 prodigious pride, - a phan- 
taſtick deſire, and itch Fe novelty 


in a vain preſumption of a better E- 


ſtate ; yet man was perfeF enough in 
his own primitive nature, and that 
for a regular and orderly motion in 
his own Where of duty towards God, 


_ as you may plainly perceive, till the 


Devil tempted man with the ſame al- 
luring bait, by the ſame fin that in- 
inared him; and ſo poor man was af- 
terward betray*d into the ſame pit-fall 
of ruin with the Apoſtate Angels. 


| | Thus fin in this manner becoming the 


ſad diſeaſe of the ſoul, can no way 
3 4 ' | fo ; 

be charg'd on Nature,. nexther on the 

God of nature; it muſt then neceſla- 


ily proceed ab alio 8 Creatore, from 
another diſtant from the Creator,and 
_ that muſt by an undeniable conſe- 


quence be from the Creature. it ſelf; 
And ſo a good Father 7 tell 


us, cauſam peccati conſtat eſſe malam 


voluntatem Diaboli, & hominis ſe 4 Deo 
avertentem ; que vero malitia Voluntas. 
tis, non 2 Deo, ſed ex Diablo & no- 
bis eſſe proveniat. But now.how could 
man being created perfe&t, loſe this 
natural perfeQion in himſelf ? For as 


the RoyalPreacher tells us, Ecc/eſ.7.29, | 
PE 5 Pale 
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-God made man perfet , but he 
hath fought our many ways and in- 
ventions, andall to become a fe/o de 
Fe, his own Executioner , an undoer 
| of himſelf; Now the manner how 
this was fatally effteQed, is a proper 
theme and fubjeft of a more curious 
enquiry : for we may ftill diſcern the 
fundamental goodnefsin the image of 
God,in the excellent frame and brick 
of man, '(thoygh now much broken 
and deform%d) as-in a curious and 
deautiftl ' piture -( though cafually 
defac'd) wemay <cafily difcover the 
.excellency of the Limner 1n the per- 
ﬀ|Qion, and rare ſymmetry of the 
piece ; 1b that as we 'muſt be thought 
yery unreaſonable tocharge the blame 
ofits defarmation on the Artift, whoſe 
$kill is foeminent, glorious, and per- 
Fpicuous in the PiRtyre (for in blurr'd 
ineaments the .excelfent ' proportion 
' Maybe readily pereciv'dg) no more 
tru Se we juſtly charge the Al- 
mighty for defacing that -moſt divine 
Unage he made of himſelf, for blot- 
_tingthe ſame with fin ; we muſt there- 
+ fore ſtck farther for the ſource and 
__ -origine of 'this imperfeftion, or def- 
_  peratecontagion, which hath fo much 
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orugeet BY Ge bg in the ve very 
Creature, for that thi bi isum- 
ſa generally ſpreads. it ſelf 
_ the ſe mals of mankind, 
QEArIn ruly mo molt ealyly to bg 

d, and as full to be aſſented toy 
ſincs we clearly ſee tl {on and 1n- 


tion of oge part , will eaſily: cf 
and {9 infinnate and propagate it {elf 
through the-whole body ; and now it 
 vffer all our wy ſubrle diſquiſitions 
ws {ball aat {6 happily figd the ſpring. 
of this bitter water of fin and pollu- 
tipn, ſince we have and taſts the ſad- 
der effeQs of it, we have not the leaff 
_ reaſon utterlyto deny it, no more than 
we have to affirm that the River /V-- 
las hath na heads, becauſe we cannot 
diſcover them, { for the original there- 
a | 90g deep, and being interwoven 
Ly e yeins of the Earth, they bat- 
He mens moſt cyrious inquiry ) or 
$0 jm ine that the ſeminitick nature 
of weeds is notin a garden, becauſe 
it is {6 hjdden and complicated with 
the earch, that we cannot find it in the” 
mould Wheregf. Far fee nat the leaſt 
reaſon why the creature ſhould give 
a full and fatisfaftary account of the 
_ Fall of mankind, Jo that we aught ra- 


K4 _ nc 


- LO 
Cab 


- POV YR "Y WTI ' FE PR Er HO ge ne gn PEA a , 2 "HY We S 7 RERt "OY ""Ie?? OY VE TO Se Oe Puts © - Cate... , 
ED ack he. oe ST "> n EF ' 7 ” SR” 0 , . - © IE w_ 
RIPE b=4 = : « V «. e . 0 EFF = 
ay 5 _ : p £ _ * 5 EIS 
þ Eb Ss M6 ooo on REC ES oat F Wfs . : x FI I 
WE Liane els LEE, £2, Ss vo Oe EE He AO Ee th. : > 8 y 
hs bz To» : TEs9 ot 
. T5505 of C=x 
' 
= — , RX 
* ” 
- 
”* 54 - . 
- a - by 
» - mg . 
E # - 
1 f - 2 
- 


ther to acquieſce and content our 
ſelves, ( thatthough fin like the River 
Nilus does run far, yet it does at laſt 
| loſe it ſelf in the Ocean ofg Gods infi- 
nite mercy, ) the effeAts of mans'Sin 
and Fall being good (though the cauſe 
was truly and infallibly bad :Y And'if 
we may aſcend one ſtep-higher, and 
ſo preſume to make a little inquiry in- 
to the Fallof Anpels,(for that of poor 
weak mans did follow on-theirs, as I 
have before ſufficiently declared) Ido 
not ſee, but' why with-judicious Mr. 
Hooker we may reaſonably believe 
that Creatures that are of a finite and 
gradual perfection did by a reflex- - 
ve admiration of their own worth, 
mount and fly above their own ſtation, 
upon the wings of an ambitious deſire 
to ennoble their natures, though they 
did thereby diſhogour their great Cree. 
ator , andthar by a fcornful contempt 
of what they enjoy'd, and as vain an 
attempt of aſpiring after more,  up- 
on which very account they did juſt- 
1y deſerve tobe, and fo werg utterly 
and eternally degraded, ls. ſo like-. 
hghtning were violently caſt down 
from Heaven into the Regions ofeter« 
nal miſery and darkneſs ; Jude w. 6: 
WH - © And 
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And the Angels which kept not their 
Grit ſtate, me. Tignous TE mv Gxurdy &pyMv, 
that is, not 'obſerying or not keeping 
their own diſtinct - principality, - (in- 
dependent = any but God himſelf) 
but leaving'their own habitations, like 
priſoners they-were faſt bound in mi- 
 ſery, where their fatal captivity is al- ' 
rogether irreverſible, God having reſer- 
ved them in everlaſting Chains un- 
der' his Divine judgement, in the 
Dungeon ofeternal horrour and dark- 
neſs, unto the laſt and great day of 
 Afﬀize; when God will on the-eyil 
Angels inflict the ſame puniſhment , 
that Politicians do: on the bodies of 
Traytors, rack. them: into a confeſ- 
ſion of their moſt- 'daring fin, and 
Gyant-like- -provocation, by their 
deſperate attempts of invading Hea- 
ven it ſelf. - And: now here alſo that 
Is a very unſafe. and dangerous opi- 
nionof Mr. Ca/vin, who aſſerts that 
Gods reprobation was the cauſe of the 
Angels Defection from him ; for then 
their horrid Apoſtaſie muſt be whole- 
ly devolved upon the Almighty (which 
muſt ſurely be an argument of the 
higheſt blaſphemy toafiirm ) [But we 
may eaſily- aſſign a more _— 
\ al 
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complex. ans complicated ſin of prick 
' in them, which {ldam goes alone, 
but is attended with a molt large 


troop of other impicties, whole jaynt 


+ 
4 » 


and accumulated ftrength did ſubdue 
and conquer 2 more guimerous legiog 
of Angels, as *tis exprelly affirm'd ig 
s Tin, 3. 6. where S. Pay{ does fe- 
riouſly admoniſh young Timothy not 
49 become a Novice, 4 revpuny, as 
one newly ſet in fertile ground, 
being tranſplanted into the enclo- 
ure of the Church ) leſt being lif- 
sed or . puff'd up, and fo become 
gatoxicated with ſpiritual. pride , he 
thereby find the ruinous effets of 
that, .and that by ſtumbling. and 16 
falling intothe condemnation or fatal 
judgment of the Devils : Pride indeed 
3saſinvery familiar with us ( and js 
many times the principal , if not the 
Jole ground not only of the rebellion of 
the Apoſtate ſpirits,but of all inteſtine. 
Wars and inbred Diviſions among 
men :) and is a ſingf ſo prolifick a 
_ nature, that it may by a yery reaſons 
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Gle ure be concluded, that our 


Or t efion muſt be the 
Spawn of that firſt Diabolical fin, it 
 +þeing a moſt natural demonſtration to 
prove the cauſe by the fadder eftec 
.Of 1t. ” 
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CHAP. XVI. 


x6. Dd Ut here vain curioſity may 
ſeem to ſuggeſt an enquiry 

| into the time of the Creation of An- 
els, and their conſequent Lapſe and 
fall. I muſtconfeſs I am very unwil- 
{ing togratifie this inquiſitive humour, 
Neither can Tpretend to cure this ſad 
 itchaſfter novelty in Divinity, as well. 

| as in other faculties, and abſtruſe 

' Sciences; yet I preſume the Creation 

of Angels may be ſafely antedated be- 
fore that mention madein Gez, 1.71, 
&* agx3 , In the beginning God created 
the Heavenandthe Earth 3 becaule the 
| ſequel words and conlequent expreſ- 
= | fions do ſeem to relate only tothe vi- 
T ſible World, whoſe nn1 


beginning was 
| from meer Chaos and confuſion, and 
the real end thereof, the Creatjon 

 _ of the moſt perfe& creature of his 
| _ order (being then man). Now the 
3 intellectual World of rational and ſub- 
t — . limer ſpirits did not need the help of 
ich 
the 


theſe material Creatures (in w 


' 


141 


'l Nature of Gods Decrees. 


the _ work of the Divinity is ſo 
punctually deſcribed) : ſa thatIthink 
we may .upon the moſt rational 
_ grounds 1nfer the. real exiſtence of An- 
els, before this viſible emanation of 
the Divine Efſence and ſo not to the 
morning of the firſt day as ſome of the 
Fathers do. poſitively affirm ; becauſe 
indeed the Angels, thoſe immaterial 
ſpirits, have not; : neither enjoy an 
7. of night or day; for thou 
. we read of -the Prince of Darknels , 
the Devil, -this I take to be: only - 
\tpoken ofa ſtate. analogous to, night, 
.1nthe diſmal horrour of it ; for I can- 
not ſee why theDevils ſhould ſuffer any 
more puniſhment | by that . darkneſs, 
which 1s the real privation of. mate- 
rial light ,- than we can ſuffer any af- 
flifting and pungent pain by fiucting 
our eyes at noon day, or at mid-night, 
when we contemplate, or poſſibly re- 
flet on any immaterial. object in a 
dream: Yet the Devils may ſeem to 
make mens Hell on Earth, by ftrong- 
ly difaffefting mens ſenſes by ſych 
objeas, which become volatile wthe. 
fancy ; and this does appear from that 
icy trembling that ſometimes does ſeiſe 
(1n the hotteſt ſeaſon) on ſome flagiti- 
OUS 
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fors ſeeming 
tod fancy; 


| ous Criminals PT on hari murder. 


efs; rhe Gliot of the murdered per- 
to walkan their diſquie-- 


and fo:to beEome in- this. 
apparition to them: fo that I 


kind 


_ think 6n this account we may reaſon. 


ably ſuppoſsthat che Infernal ſpirits 


ry t6 rhar good: 'and-fothey chorebly 
Creature fo far as 


which: vey probably 
long titne after rheir:Creation, which 


_ as 'muft be- moſt rurionully believ@,. 
And'# fully © 


hy pa Helt does Ikem chiefly to coni- 
5 their-fRying ous: ſiomthe fruiti 


_ 6nnof God, in ther ſphere of light 7 


Iife Whetcin they: were. at firſt crea- 
td ; tid alfo in their continued enmi- 
ty aoginſt the Lord inthe evil, contra- 


did endeavour to 'PTOp. = this 'hor-. 
rid enmity throughor wan wo 


Aill & paſively es 


cirena belt 
& effected tio- 


was atireczdenctin tkmetothatofmeins,, 


ſearing hi arent Fs Serans- 
erent g--offlUe Lb 
en: all 1n Sw firtft FA il. 


_ to receive-ir, & that (che Devil did” 

-no ſoorier make one fingle onfer on 
tmars -invcenicy , but he batter'd ir- 
| down, nd laid it level with the grouny. 


Now! 
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Now [from the fatal event of mans 
Fall in. the ruins of his mtegrity, we 
muſt of neceflity mfer that God did: 
ſee 1t 1n his infraate, preſctence and. 
divine fore-knowlddge, and the: miſe- 
mble Tequel - of this degeneration of 
man from <redted perfection - : . for 
-#om the navare of the Divine Wall 
God could not create any: thing buc 
what is truly perfe(t ; yet whar was. 
fo created, was not bound by any in- 
vincible fatality to continue ſo;whence 
it muſt unavoidably follow, that the. 
_ creature muſt be capable of lapſing or 
falling , nolente Deo : m_ as Tod: 
could he from the nature of his infi- 
nite perfection: in the leaſtwiſe im- 
pel the Fall of man, becauſe the 
reatelt. property of the Divine per- 
feator} iis ro improve it ſelf by the 
emanation of his goodneſs in' the. 
Creature, which wretched mans lap- 
 fation did really oppoſe, and hinder. 
So that in fine, the total and adequate 
cauſe of the Fall of both Angels and 
men muſk derive its ſole original from- 
Angels and nien themſelves ; Tor it is 
perteatly contraditory to the very 
nature of infinite and divine wiſdom 
_ to 
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by evil; 
e the natural growth of all poſi- 
tive.good to that which is highe 

and truly ſuperlative, 1s by degrees 
through that good whuch is a compa- 
rative one, as the moſt perfeC&t ſtate 
and temperament of body jn nature 
can never own its Origine to an iſt 


greater 


termediate diſeaſe, | 
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CHAP. XvIL. 


"* Þ D which 1s farther con(i- 
derable from the very nature 
of Gqds Providence , we' know it was 
cruly impoſſible, that he ſhould ordain 
and decree, and ſo cauſe mans fall, it 
being altogether repugnant to the pu- 
_ rity of the divine Eſſence, and of his 
incomprehenſible Goodneſs, either me- 
diately or immediately , to effe&t rhe 
leaſt evil ; and the as, and the ſadder 
events and conſequences of it : yet the 
Almighty might ſo dire& mans lapſe, 
as the means of glorifying his great and 
abundant goodneſs, in the ſeveral ob- 
jets of Mercy and Juſtice, which 
_ vere the neceſſary conſequents of his 
creation : Now God by his abſolute 
Soveraignty was riot bound, and ſo 
truly obliged to hinder mans fall, or 
indeed he might not be able ro effet 
it; for he would certainly have pre- 
ſerved man in a bleſſed eſtate , if the 
creature of a free will had not.caſually 
Rs _ L Pres 
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prevented him, ( as is evident from 
the foundation of Goos mercy, which 
was laid in that cautional eflay of 
mans obedience, . in not eating of the 
fruit of the Tree of knowledge of good 
 andevil) yet the divine Wiſdom was. 
ſufficiently able to order and dire a 
preſent eval, toafuture goodend ; and 
a - this therefore ſhould ſatisfie the grea- 
_ teſt Sceptick beyond all cavil and far- - 
ther diſpute, that it was moſt reaſo- 
_ nable, that God ſhould create man, as 
{hould beſt exalt the. glory of his un- 
pneey goodneſs : fo that we muſt. 
duly and conſequently charge. the 
blame of {in upon our felves ( whoſe 
{ſpurious and degenerate iſſue it is ). 
And it Ca the lealt be imagined, 
that the great God, whois righteoul- 
neſs itſelf, ſhould ordaia that which 
1s really deſtructive to thepurity of its 
being ; and to make man only to de- 
ſtroy him : This were all one, and as 
yainly abſurd, as if a wife and skilful 
Archite& ſhould throw down that ha- 
MRily with one hand, which he builds 
_up with another ; or that Parents *' 
' ſhould be ſo provigiaully unnatural, as {1 
* their tender ſue which | 
they haye really begatten:; there is an  -| 


to deſtroy © 
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innate principle of great compaſſion 
in every creature towards their own 
off-ſpring, even 1n them that move in 
the loweſt Orb or Sphere of Animals ; 
and ſhall we not allow the greateſt per- 
fetion of eſſential goodneſs to the 
Moſt High, who doesexerciſe the moſt 
fingular and tender love and indul- 
gence to the creatures of his own cre- 
ation ? For the glory of. the Divine 
Nature ſhines forth, and becomes moſt 
conſpicuous , in this great Epithet of 
deing merciful and truly pau (for 
goodreſs is. the higheſt perfeQtion 
thereof) : Now Gods punitive Ju- 
ſtice is his itrange aQ, meerly extor- 
ted from hum, & fo only conſequential 
trom the lapſe or fall of the creature 
and it. cannot poſhibly derive it ſelf 
trom the nature of the great Creator : 
fo that that muſt be the Lards Motto, 
which the Emperour O#ke the Second, 
and all good: men oughe to take, and: | 
alwayes own and vindicate, pacem cu 
 honminibus, cur witiis bellum; for the - 
Almighty's war is made with vices, 
and not with perſons : far that. pu- 
 tiſhment does rather become his re- 
tuge, than his choice, and his defence 
— againitrehellign; aad. _ the affence, 
_ 2 or 
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or Lefigned M8 of his: creatute ; 
lince:no mancan charge God with the 
evil of ſin, there bein S. nothing pro- 
perly his, but the good Juſtice PF pu- | 
niſhment,according to oa of S. James, 
_ Chap. r. ver. 13, 34,15. Let 10 man 
ſay; whea he is tempted, I am tempted of 
| God; for God cannot be tempted of evil, 
* neither tempreth he any man: but every 
man is tempted, when x is drawn away 
by his own luſts, and emiced : then luſt 
when it conceiveth, bringeth forth ſim; 
* and ſinwhen it-is finiſhed, bringeth forth 
death, Sothat malum culpe, and malum 
' p#ne, were both born together ; the 
_evil of ſin, and that of ſuffering be- 
coming Twins. Thus you may eaſily 
| ſee, that the propagation of Gods 
| Judgements, is only continued in the 
line of ſin ; of which kind, 1s abomi- 
_ rable pride, and. deteſtable covetouſ- 
| neſs; for boththeſe ſins are really im: |} 
plyed in the word Luft, which is the 
_ chiefroot,and weza umbilicalis of bar; | 
_ They mutually deriving birth and nou- 
_ riſhment from it. And indeed there 
| is no fin or evil, but is naturally its | 
own. ſcourge, Call i iniquity being truly 
ſelf-puniſhing ) for the-vileſt Criminal. 
with his own | handscrvellyinflidts ys 
J E-- . own 
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own puniſhment : for God is truly 
good, or rather more properly, good. 
\ neſs it ſelf; the creature alſo conſe- 
| quently might have been gocd, had 
} he not fallen from the ſtate of perte- 
&tion wherein he was created. So thar 
from the. evidence of right reaſon it 
muſt be inferred, that whatſoever 1s 
_ of the true and intrinſick nature of 
good in man, is of God ; he neither 
menacing or inflicting the leaſt puniſh- 
ment on us (barely as men) but as 
continuing ſinful and diſobedient. - 
Hence the irrevocable ſentence of re- 
probation cannot be awarded meerly 
0 mensperſons, to their bare indiv1- 
dual natures, but to their real ſinful 
works, and viler actions: fo that fin 
and evil muſt truly be attributed to 
the creature, and thus become deſtru- 
chve of what is Gods in us: for the 
Lord in this war of the creature: with 
himſelf, ſeems to aC& the part of an 
impartial and juſt Moderator, fo orde- 
_F and directing the evil of fin in 
| | ſuch a manner, as to reduce and con- 
quer the Rebel-creature by the 1wſtice 
of his-divine puniſhment (if poſſhble ) 
back again unto himſelf 3 as may be 
. plainly illuſtrated by that diſcrafie, or 
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wala intemperies brought into the natu« 
_ ral body by a Fever, which by the con- 
coQtion of nature, {uffering the Pa- 
roxy [ms,or exacerbation of tits,is com. 
monly worn away, and ſo the Craſis or 
the firſt healthful temperament may 
in ſome meaſure be reſtored again : 
 whichyet is nct alwayes found fo, as 
_ tothe eſtate of the ſoul ; for God, like 
a wiſe Phyſician , preſcribes, and ſo | 
F - ſends ſharper puniſhments and afflictt- | 
F' - ons, to purgs out lin /as the moſt | 
F - Proper remedy for the diſeaſe), yet 
they do not. work the ſame equal cume 
_ mall: for all men are not thereby 
healed of their tranſgreſſions, and ſo | 
recover a more periect ſtate, though _ 
ſome do make a better uſe of the ſhar- 
peſt'methods of the Lord, as of their 
aflictions, which many times become 
medicinal, which are partakers- of the 
nature of the venemoyus Scorpion in 
__ them, forthey many tunes carry anti- 
dote andcure againft their own itings 
-and wounds. ' SE 
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CHAP. XVIIL 


18, JPHUS I preſume I have. 
” made it evident, that Gods 
' VindiQtive Juſtice 1s his ſtrange att ; 
for the divine goodnels is ſuch, that he 
alwayes pities, where he muſt puniſh ; 
as in Lam. 2. 33- For he doth not afflick 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men, 
He is very unwilling to ſtrike, and to 
lift up his hand to puniſhment: *tis nor 
his nature, but his ſole refuge 3 ſothar 
_ the divine Juſtice becomes emergent 
_ from meer neceflity : For the Al- 
, mighty could not poſſibly be, and nor. 
an avenger of fin ( the oppoler of his 
very being). And now all mankind 
being thrown as low by Adam's fall,as 
miſery could: caſt' them ; and being 
almol(t ſunk into its depths, and ſo 
fainting -for a ſpeedy relief, and ſwoon- 
ing at the dreadful terrors of the Law, 
which were introduc'd with the grea- 
teſt ſolemaity of horror, yet then God 
Was pleaſed to revive poor languiſh- 
L 4 Tok 
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ing man | pn with the comforts and 
cordials of redemption , through his 
- only beloved Son. And this does 
clearly appear from the very daw- 
ning of Gods:mercy in that firſt Go- 
fpel-Promiſe made to mankind in 
G-2.13.15. The ſeed of the noman ſhall 
break the Serpents head. And now the. 
means of grace and mercy mult be 
ſought for and enquired after, and 
which muſt be necetfarily found either 
in the creature or the Creator : As for 
the creature, he could not re-enſphere 
himſelf into-the ſame happy condition 
| hedid loſe, as ſome. bodies overcome 
the power of a.diſcaſe, by a good tem- 
perament, and:ſo obtain perfect health 
without the acceſſion of any external 
cauſe or recipe. Now tis was not 
poſſible in mans lapſed eſtate ; for be- 
17g fallen, he muſt fatisfie divine Ju- 
ſtice, either, by his ative or paſſhye 
obedrence; that 1s, by pertorming ſome 
duties equal and commenſurate to his 
crirhe and guilts' which man 1is-in no 
capacity to; eftett ; for as S. Luke tells 
us, Chap. 17. 10. that when we have 
done all, we ure but unprofitable ſervants : 
or elſe man muſt expiate the guilt of 
Tis fin by due ſuffering for it3 and _ 
| 1 mult. 
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muſt be to all eternity : for if eternity is 
an infinitely ſucceſſive, continued dura- 
tion ; then certainly,as the fin,ſoneither 
_ will the puniſhment ever ceaſe : ſo that 
it unavoidably follows, that there could 
no ſatisfaction proportionable to the 
demerit of {1n be made by us, but by 
the incarnation, paſſion, and reſurre- 
ction of our bleſſed Saviour, that be- 
ing. the firmation - and ſeal of all. 
But here our thoughts: ſhould not 
_ carry too high a fail towards the pur- 
ſuit, or full comprehenſion of the great 
Myſterie of our Redemption ; for 
here 1s a gulf that ſcorns our fathom, 
not only as to ſearch into the perfect 
knowledge of it, but to make a full 
diſcovery of the greatneſs- of the 
mercy ; inſomuch that S. Paul was 
driven to his s 4486-, aSin Rom.11.33. 
O the depth of the goodneſs and mercy 
of God in Chriſt ! and 1n a rapture 
more of aſtoniſhment than contempla- 
tion, the Apoitle ſtyles our Redem- 
ption, the myſterie of his will: Beza 
tranſlates it,  uvcewr 5% tranudl Or aunts 
facramentum wvoluntatis ejus, the Sacra- 
zent of his will, which you know does 
really abound with myſterie, as well as 
with the greateſt mercy. Thus you may 
9 ealily 
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ealily ſee, that the Goſpel is not only 
the Treaſury and Empory of the Di- 
vine Goodneſs, but likewiſe Gods Law 
of ſpiritual life preſcribed to mankind 
through Chrilt : For the acts of a 
Princes favour are granted under ſpe. 
cial Covenants of obedience and duty, 
in the doing of which, his Subjects. 
may claim a title to, and intereſt in his 
Royal goodneſs and muntticence :- fo 
| thatif the doing of ſome ſpecial aQs 
enjoyned by God, do lay a mutual ob- 
ligation on him for his bleſſing, and _ 
ubwike on men for the.doing of their . -| 
duty, then can no perſon pretend any 
'claim to thoſe ſignal boons and benefits 
declared in the Goſpel, but only ſuch 
as are engaged thereby, and do per- 
torm ſuch real obedience, by which 
| they become truly. capable of the pro- 
miſee-bleſſings : and we can neither in 
Law, nor in Equity pretend, or hope 
to receive the benefit or advantage of 
a Covenant, without performing the 
real condition thereof. So that from 
hence you may obſerve, that it is not 
from thenature of an abſolute and an 
unconditional Decree , but from the 
exerciſing the duties, and abeying the 
precepts of righteouſneſs and holineſs, 
T- . » which 


| produce the leaft evidence and title to 
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| which gives us the beſt afſurance of 
| eternal happineſs : And now what 
ſhall become of thoſe comfortable Do- 
tries, ( as fome fond Predeſti- 
narians term them ) whuch they have 
jo greedily imbib'd, and ſtill nouriſh, 
| Thatthey ſhall be inheritors of ever- 
laſting felicity , though they cannor 


it, deriv'd from the integrity and 
_ vprightnels of their lives and actions : 
"15 true, and it mult be as freely con-_ 
teft, that our biefled Saviour did pay an 
infinite debt due to Divine Juſtice by 
reaſon of {in ; but it was only for ſuch, 
who ſhould return their obedience 
and due gratitude to him for the 
ſame ; and that by treading in the 
fogtiteps of his moſt holy life ; giving 
the cleareſt demonſtration of it, by 
obeying Gods divine Ordinances -en- 
| joyn'd and preſcrib'd in the Goſpel, 
wherein the Spirit of Grace by Is pre- 
_ cepts, bis inſpiration andillumunation 
and rational direction, does recall and 
| bring us back to God : andrthus we 
have che greateſt and the moſt emi. 
nent advantages of Gods grace and 
 bleffings, by the due and perfect con- 
tormity of our lives to his ſacred wi'l 
revealed 
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revealed 'inhis Word. ''Sothat all-the 
duties that are commanded, and which 
Chriftian Religion does point at, -and 
direAs and preſſes to , they are but as 
fo many reciprocal pledges of honour 
and homage between God and his 
creature , which - do equally oblige 
the one to confer his benefits ; and ſo 
on the:other hand , for the other to 
perform his enjoyn'd duty ; to this 
very end, that he may become a par- 
taker of the bleſſings and rewards 1n- 
dented for : ' fo that they both equally 
— ftand, and fully are in ſuch a capaci- 
ty, as the one to convey and derive his 
mercy, ſo the 'other - ( that is man) 
to return : due praiſe,” and as ready 
| thankſgiving for 'the fame, as a tem- 
| poral Landlord and his Tenants /are | 
B _ firmly and jointly tied ; as the one by 
= iolemn covenants , ſo the other, by. 
| ſervices and rents: 'andas no mancan_ 
entitle himſelf to any tenure on earth, 
| ___ butby ſuch peculiar pats and rents; ſo 
1H neither can any man-clatm' any -right . 
FH _ to an eternal inheritance , but by his 
duties and ſervices, conſiſting in Go- 
fpel-obedience. EE 
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19.F,JOW from what I have (6 
, --'L V plainly diſcours'd of, you may 
clearly perceive, that the DoQrine of 
Abſolute Predeſtination 1s altogether 
| repugnant to right reaſon, and the ex- 
preſs tenour of the Goſpel: For God 

' from the nature of his infinite Good- 
neſs , would have all men to be 
faved, and that by making uſe of the 
preſcribed helps and blefled means of 
the Goſpel, which are in themſelves 
_ every way ſufficient for the ſalvation 
of all ; though it be impoſſible that 
the Almighty ſhould win and prevail 
_ upon every man, by the preaching of 
his facred Word, in the moſt convin- 
= manner. Now the 
reaſon of this is very obvious, 1n re- 
ſpe& of the ſeveral: incapacities .of 
ſome perſons to receive, and effectually 
to embrace the means of grace and 
{alvation ; as may be clearly demon- 
ſtrated by the Parable of the Sower iti 
3 S. Matthew's 
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S. Matthen's Goſpel, Chap. 13. v. 2. | 


The ſeed there was the ſame, though 
1t did not fall on rhe fame equally good 
and fertile grounds ; and ſo the Sower 
could not expect a proporttonable re. 
turn from it. The Lord does many 


times meet with ſome very untraQta. 
ble, ſtony and incorrigible natures, 


* 


which by their ballings and apoſtaſie, 
| * horrid impieties from God, do re- 
a 


y deprive themſelves of the prero- 


1a Chrift, which is anly attainable by 
holineſs and newneſs of lite ; yet the 
Almighty does not compel any to the 
al 27 3 | oft I anc 
Goodneſs; but he does very frequent- 
ly in the ſacred Scripture exprels his 
moſt importunate deſire to fave all 
men, and that by pr 


; ANG £112 Slang thery be 
application of the merits of our bleſled - 


Saviour, and all in order to eternal 
life: and that they may be gain'd to 


falvation by the moſt powerful andef- 
fectual preaching at hits ſacred Word; 


however too - too. many refit fuch 


charms of divine goodnels ; and they 
are of {0 refractory a temper, that 


they are ſa deſperately obſtinate, and 
really ugwyling to he reſtar'd ta a.fu- 


tive and indulgence. of his mercy 


e means of his Grace and 


cure 
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ture bleſſed eſtate, and that by the ex- 
piation of that all-ſufficient Sacrifice of 
our bleſſed Saviour once offered upoa 
| the Croſs. Neither can it be reaſona- 

bly expected ſince the fall, that all 
ſhould become partakers of. eteraal 
life; for then the redemprion of loſt 
| mankind, had not been a perfect de- 
| ſignof mercy, neither had it been the 
! realefte&t of Gods grace and goodneſs : 
| for if all men, the moſt flagitious, 
{hould be aQtually ſaved, this had not 


been an argument of Gods paternal 

| love, but the meer reſult of fatal ne- 

_ ceſfity:: and then the horrid 10juſtice 

and barbarous tyranny of thoſe: cruel 

Perſecutors, who. did rejoice, and 

warm their hands at the flames of the 

holy Martyrs badies that were burnt : 

I fay their cruelty then, had: been all 

one with the undaunted patience and 

invincible courage of thoſe heroick 

ſufferers for the truth, ard for the 
Goſpel ſake:: Nay, they needed not 

then to have ſo valiantly contended 

for the faith, that is, for the Doctrine 

_ of the Goſpel once delivered to the 

\ Saints. Finally, Laws themſelves then 

| would become unlawtul , and' their 
| coercive power would have been. 

: : weak, 


> ae; OTA IIS. Et Sh EL as pi: v 
, a % - 5 | 
J "4 EEE 37", n of GORE $7 SIE ab + —- TY g ITN Sag Res NE ak. 4 Re SY : 
m "OT EF oa bes, ES 7 E LY # Vet ” 4 5 "Bio? my be >. EF42 hd EL » "OF 4 
Wo? "4 CO : 6 > * : * - wy 6 % "© Abe ES: by 
God E bt » ” 
. RES. F 
2 by % 
By » 8 
- " #. ; © 
%. . 4 [2 
P « . 
» 
5 Cy 
y 4 
- 
F - 


weak, invalid and uſeleſs ; then all the 
purer precepts of vertue and holinels, 
with the appendant ſeals of the pro- 
miles of future bleſſings, would have 
been vain, diſannulPd and ineffeQual : 
and then the moſt powerful diſſwa. 
ſives from the perpetration of ſin , 
with the ſharper menaces of puniſh- 
ment. ro be inflicted-on the criminal, 
would all diſappear-, -and immedi- 
ately vaniſh, if the greateſt ſinner, as 
well as the moſt eminent Saint ſhould 
_ arrive at Heaven and'eternal glory. 
This vain' opinion: does deſtroy the 
very foundation of all Chriſtian Reli- 
gion: for :take away: this encloſure, 
then the whole World would lye in 
common; then'the pureſt Saint; and 
the moſt polluted finner, would pro- 
miſcuouſly herd rogether : but: we 
muſt know, that though the voice of | 
the ſacred Scripture ſpeaks generally to | 
all(ſo that the call ro mercy and falvati- | 
on, is as univerſal as the deſign of it) yet | 
all men will never obey it, neither will 
they come to Chriſt , 'that they may | 
have life. There will alwayes' be | 


ſome Tares growing -in 'the midſt-of | 


the Wheat ; there will be fome drofs | 
incorporating with pure' gold 3 'and | 
| = there 
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| mated in my former diſcour 


there will ſtill be ſome unregenerate, 
as well as others truly regenerate 
perſons in this World : Some will ſtill 
continue out, as well: as others in 


Chriſt ; which to be really in him, is 


not barely to be initiated, or to enter 
in by the door of Baptiſm, and ſo to 
dwell in theChurch by the frequent re- 


- petitions of the holy Sacramear of the 


Lords Supper , becauſe theſe ſeals of 
grace may be direttly ſet, and as 
plainly put to a meer blarik ; but to 


be really in Chriſt, 15 to be grafted 1n- 


to him with the Cyo of divine grace, 
and to bring forth the plentiful fruits 
thereof, in obedience and newneſs of 
life : *tis to be really perſwaded 1n con- 
Icience, that the duty of a creature, 
{nould be a conſtant conformity with 
his Creator: ahd *cis farther obſervable, 
that all men being convinc'd by the 
very Light of Nature, of their ma- 
nitold failings in their duty from a 


_ Clear apprehenſion of their obliqui= 


tles, Or drouiz:, their irregularities 
from the rule of Gods Word : ſuch 
have endeavoured (as I pany intt- 
e ) to 

purge their conſciences from their 
touler pollutions, and ſo i& make 
| MM} their 
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their atonement, and effect their re- 
conciliation with God, by the frequeng 
{acrifice, and death of the creature ; 
fully inſiouating thereby,, that what 
was inflited' on the poor Beaſt, was 
properly due to, themſelves ; and that 
as the blood; of. the ſacrifice was pou- 
red forth, ſo there ſhould be as great 
an effuſion. of their own for their ini- 
quities. Now you have heard before, 
that the Jews did make theſe Offerto- 
ries by the eſpecial ditates of God 
himſelf; for all theſe carnal exerciſes 
were but teſtimonies of- their. infirmi- 
ties, and the moſt ſolemn and fignifi«, 
cant pledges of the neareſt conformi- 
ty of their hearts to God in his wayes; 
and ſo conſequently, the outward aCts 
were nothing ayallable in the meer 
opus operatums, but in the efteCtual ap- 
plication of them , but. only as they 
were concurrent with an humble obe- 
dience to God, So that the Jews 
ſhould have look'd through their Ce- 
remonies, to that. inward.purity and 
ſanCiity of ſoul and ſpirit which they 
did very clearly repreſent ; they ſhould 
have direQed. their levell higher, and 
lo ainvd at true rightcouſneſs of heart 
and lite. This was then; the general 
(1 - Religion 
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Religion of the World, and more 
eſpecially , that of Gods peculiar peo- 
ple the Jews; and then all meri that 
were conſcious to themſelves of their 
natural corruptions, and their. aberra- 
tions from the wayes of God, the 
Lord in the abyſle of his infinite Wil- 
dom, was pleaſed, by a ſpecial exer- 
tion of himſelt in Grace and Goodneſs, 
to vindicate to himſelf a peculiar peo- 
ple; and he did ſo reveal himſelf to 
them by his miraculous Providence, 
as plainly to teach ſuch exerciſes of 
that Natural Worſhip by Sacrifice , as 
ſhould aſſure them of his eſpecial fa- 
vour, till he himſelf would by his 1m- 
mediate preſence advance them to 
ſome higher perfeAion, and into a 
oreater liberty. Notwithſtanding 
this, Gods favourite people, through 
the ſtrength of natural pravity, and 
the ſuggeſtions of the Devil , negle- 
ting, and ſo loſing their inward obe- 
dience, and that by reſting on'the dead 
works of bare outward performance; 
and by degrees corrupting and ſleight- 
Ing them too, as might belt gratitie 
their inſulting appetites and lufts , 
they did then incur the ſevereſt judge- 
ments , as eyident teſtimonies of the 

KM 2 Almighty's 


CE 


—_— Ep PS L W- » es”. a od _— Yo £ EY h a : þ RIUTSY n - 
4 6 . Slat 86a * SIE y » Z ; : 
4 z $64.45, 234% 268 > "= «4b ana ERIE RT: + Oe, cho oh das Hb i - ve 0 , 
- ATT." 5 * A « > 2 Y wa” - = {4% : AL ao pin. of : a>=.H + o 3: 3g 4 _— 
S5£ ay ” a ED IS LESS be YT bes Rs 7b OW p Sages IH 
- : ” WW; » . * y 
NE * " 2 wy , - 5 
pl 
<E © } 
| 6 4 A D 7 l, 
I , 
d 


Almighty's diſpleaſure ; 
Weeds having over-run the Garden of 
the Lord, the good Seed ſeem'd to be 
choak'd, and ſo did become inviſible :* 
and now was the fulneſs of time, that 


God was pleafed to come by his im- 


mediate preſence, truly to reform and 
fave all that was loſt ; forall dying in 
Adam, may be really ſaved'by Chriſt, 
who is the ſecond Adam : and lo a 
good Father of the Church affirms, 
fruſtra mortuus eſt Chriſtus ſi alios vivi- 
ficare non poteſt, that 1s, in vain aid our 


bleſſed Savioar aye, if he could ot give 


per felt life to all men: and S. John 1n 


his Goſpel, Chap. 1. 29. does encou- 
rage men to behold the Lamb of God, 
ecce apnus Dei ! he does not only point 


out his perſon with his finger , but he 
makes an open declaration of what 


Chriſt hath done, that he did take, 


or bear away. the {ſins of the world.. 


Nay, Chrift did come to reveal his ſa- 
cred Will in a farther indulgence of 
his grace and goodneſs, and that by 


_ Incloſing more within the viſible Pale 


of the Church, by calling and bringing 
in a peculiar of the Genetics and allthis 
was, that God might make them that 
were already called, and they to be o— 


at 


{o that the : 
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led, capable of his divine adminiſtra. 
tion of mercy , ( namely ) in the 
| tranſlating them from that of grace in 
mortality, to an allured [tate of glory 
in immortality : and that by improving 

a temporal finite, into an eternal inh- 
Nite perfeftion. Now all this was 
fully efteced and conſummated by the 
uniting of the Godhead to the nature 

_ of poor man; in which nature God 
0 did enliven and illuminate the -hu- 
mane Spirit, and that by his holy one. 

So that in the perſon of our bleſſed Sa- 

 ___ viour, the incarnate Word, he didex-_ 
'.  Hhubir a perfect Copy, and an exatt ex- 
| _. emplarof all the imaginable perfecti- 
ons that humane nature was truly ca- 
pable of on earth, and God did then 
ſeal, and give a full aſſurance to men, 
that the imitation of the bleſſed Fe/ns 
in the uprightneſs and ſanctity of their 
lives, ſhould be the moſt infallible evi- 

_ denceof their eternal future happineſs 
and perfection: andall this was to in- 

{pirit dull man toa lively and vigorous 
proſecution of his duty under the 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel ; which 
does principally conſiſt 1n mans ear- 
neftendeavours after greaterdegrees of 


holineſs and true piety:and you know, 
M 1 that 
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| that when the Lord madea promiſe of 


the Land of Cazaay, a Land abounding_ 


with all variety of temporal bleſſings, 


It was upon the account of their due 
obedience unto him and his Laws. 
Now what was in the type to the Jews, 


1s in the truth to every Chriſtian, ſo 
that none can aſpire and come to the 


heavenly Canaan; but they that go 1n 


the dire& path of duty towards it ; 


ajl which the remiſs and lazy Prede- 
ſtinarians do violently reject, and as 
unreaſonably oppoſe. 
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20. 7Ow in the next place I ſhall 


make it my bulihels to engage 


all men (it poſſible) to a lincere pra- 


ctice of their duty towards God, with 


a ſenſe of which, mankind was at firit 


porn. Our Saviour being God and 
Man, and that 1in one perſon, when he 
did come into the World, he did then 


open and enucleate the Religion of the 


Jews involv*d in Sacrifice, and fo did 


_ preſent the Church with the kernel of 


ſaving Truth, taken out of the ſhell of 
outward Ceremony-Performances un- 
der the Law, and now truly blanch't 
from the cloſelt 6lms of error under the 
Golpel: For, both our bleſſed Saviour & 
his Apoſtles, did conſtantly preach and 
declare, that the very foul and lite of 
thole Sacrifices, was a very zealous 
deſire, in ſome meaſure , to puniſh 
themſelves, and ſo to expiate the wil- 
ful diſobedience of the Sacrificers, to 
obtain a greater ſtrength to walk in 


rey and exact obedience to all the 


Mg Law 
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Law of God : therefore their bare per- 
formance of thoſe external Duties, 
without true renovation of life , was 
but really as a loathed Carcaſs without 
a Soul, that did ſtink in the noſtrills of 
the Almighty, who was not to be ſerv'd 
in the naked Letter without the Spirit, 
'but by the letter, in the powet and. 
energy of the holy Spirit : So that 
theſe carnal exerciſes were not abſs- 
lutely commanded by the Divine Pre- 
cept, as an acceptable ſervice in them- 
ſelves, but as evident helps of their 
infirmities, whereby God did by cor- 

_ poral duties inſin'1ate, and ſo accept of 
ſpiritual ones: As to inſtance briefly 
in their Sacrament of Circumciſion , 
the Lord did by that a&t, intimate the 
mortifying and cutting oft of natu-_ 
ral concupiſcence ; and ſo he did allow 
of this pledge of carnal obedience, ſo 

far as It Was A ermjewr, Or teſtimony of 
inward ſpiritual obedience, according 
to that of S. Paul, Rom.2.28. For He 7s 
220t a Jew, that is one outwaraly, neither 

& that circumciſion, which is outward in 

the fleſh, & Tm garegs, which does open- 
ly appear in that, but he & a Jew, 
which is one inwardly, & ms xpunls, in the 
bidden man ; and circumziſion is that of 
z *» . « the 
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the heart, in the ſpirit , and not in the 


letter , whoſe praiſe and commenaation ts 


ot of men, but of God, So that our 
Saviour did very ſeverely reprove the 
DoAors of the Jews, the learned Scribe 
and the ſtarch't formal Phariſee ; and 
indeed in them the whole people of 
God, who from a vain affected Phari- 
ſaical imitation, ambitiouſly courted 
popular applaule ; they did deſire the 


Encomiums of men, more than they 
did the praiſe of God ; who were truly 


critical, and very exa@ in tithing 
Mint ,- Aniſe and Cummin ; that is, 
were more zealous of the due obſer- 


vance of theſe lighter things of Cere- 


mony and letter Worſhip, weighing 
out all theſe in their own ſcales to a 

rain 3 in the mean time they did neg- 
a7 and paſs by the weightier matters 


andgreater duties of the Law , which 
were Mercy and Juſtice among men : 


However our Saviour did not ſo ſharp- 


ly reprehend that ſo nice and curious 


exactnels in external perſormances, but 


becauſe the Jews did ſo hypocritically 


under this velameyx, or colour of per- 
fect obedience, leave the great funda. 
mental duties and obligations of the 
Goſpel undone; by reaſon that = 
RR ws like 
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like Tx:0x, did fondly embrace a C loud, 


they did only graſp the ſhadow of true 
Worſhip, for ſecular and worldly ad- 
vantage ; and ſo they did careleſly 
neglect, and contemn'd the very ſub- 
ſtance of Religion : For Chrit tells 
them, that they made clean the meer 
ſuperficies, or outſide of the Cup, and 
of the Platter , whilſt the inſide was 
full of horrible Extortion and Exceſs : 


and that they made long Prayers, in 


which they did fo largely expatiate, 
that they might poſſibly enlarge their 
ſtomachs, and excite their keener ap- 
_ petites, and all that they might more 
- fecurely devour Widows houſes. Thus 
you lee the people of the Fews had 
much of outward, but nothing at all 
of inward ſanctity (the great requi- 
ite, and beſt ingredient of ChiiGiani- 
ty). Now I might ſhew you more 
at large, that the Fews were guilty of 
all manner of inpurity, and of the 
oroſſett and fouleſt pollutions; ſo that 
now 1t was high time, or indeed the 
proper fulneſs of time, for the Miſſion 
of Chrift, the Eternal Son of God, into 
the World, and the neceſſary acting 
by him; the great deſign of all, was 
to remove the abuſed Worſhip and 
T1 [| - SEr- 
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Service of God, and ſo to introduce 
and eftabliſh a more retin'd and ſpiri- 
tual one inthe room of it ; and to put 
an end to the Law ; and that not by 
a total aboliſhing, but by a perfect ad- 
impletion of it, in the ſublimated Pre- 
cepts, and purer Practice of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour 3 for that was the ſignal 
end of his coming here on Earth, tv 
confirm the love of God 1n the hearts 
of all his people, and that 1n reſpect of 
their duty ; as in Titus 2. 14. Who 
came, and did grve himſelf for us, that 


he mioht redeem us from all iniquity, and 


| parifie to himfelf a peculiar people , 2e4- 
_ tons of good works, and that in order to 
eternal glory ; though ſome now a- 


'% 


dayes have tound out a new way, and 
a ready method, by the ſupport of ſome 
deſtructive ablolute Predeſftinarian 
principles, to reconcile the molt vicious 


_ praQtices on earth, with a certain ex- 


pettation of Heaven and Happinels at 
laſt, But to proceed, the Jews , and 
eſpecially their chief Doors, the 
High Prieſts, the Scribes and Pharilees, 
did gaze fo much upon the ſhining 
glory of the outward Temple of God, 


that they conld not fee 1n it the 1n- 
ward Temple of the Holy Ghoſt 3 yo 
| 18E 
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like the Crafts-men of Diana, they 
made ſuch huge advantages by Sacrj- | 
fices, and ſo raiſed ſuch vaſt Banks of 
wealth, that they would not endure to 
hear of that grand Doctrine of the 
Communion of Saints, in the mutual 
{upport of one another. They were 
impatient of a diſcourſe that runs, that 
catena charitatis was wvinculum univerſi, 
that is, T hat this chain of reciprocal love 
was the firmeſt band of perfection, ( tho? 
they might in ſome meaſure read this 
duty, and as ſoon ſee it to be legible in 
the very Book of Nature ). So that | 
when our Saviour more powerfully | 
prefſed the Jews to a diffuſive Char1- | 
ry, they then did tax, not only the Do- 
Erine, but Chriſt himſelf, as a great 
Innavator, and they did not ſeek to in- E 
form themſelves of, or reform them- 
ſelves by this Rule; but [ if poſſible ) 
to entrap our Saviour in his preaching 
on this ſo important a ſubject; ſo that, 
in fine, their deſperate malice did grow 
to that height of malignky, as to de. 
| ſtroy for the Temples ſake, the very 
God of the Temple himſelt. Now 
our Lord by his eternal Prelſcience, 
fore-knowing and fore-ſeeing this; yet 
to confirm his Diſciples, and with 
them, 
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| them, all people in the way of obedi- 
ence, in the real truth of this his ſpi- 


ritual ſervice: he did, I ſay, forall that 
would by Gods eſpecial Grace embrace 
it, eſtabliſh a moſt ſignificant emblem, 
clearly illuſtrating the genuine mean- 


: ing of Circumciſion under the Goſpel, 


by a plain waſhing with water, that 
being the cleareſt ſign of purity, and 


which was an initiation by the holy _ 


Spirit concurring with the outward 


— Elements, to and by an inward ſandGti- 
 fying Grace ; which ſhould direct and 
corroborate them and others in a ſpi- 


ritual life in the Sacrament of holy 
Baptiſm ; and then the Son of God per- 
ceiving he ſhould be ſacrificed to his 
Father, by the cruel malice of the Jews, 


he did farther, as a Prophet and a 


Prielt, even ſacrifice himſelf for thoſe 
who ſhould be heirs of eternal fſalvati- 
on by him; and he did the very night 
before he ſuffered , conſecrate and 


make uſe of the Elements of Bread 


and Wine, which were the mot per- 


fſpicuous emblem of their Carnal Sa- 
__ crament, I mean the Jewiſh Paſſeover, 
which was inſtituted under the Law, 
as a Memoir of their freedom from 
temporal bondage ; and Chrilt did ap- 


_ point 
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point this Sacrament nnder the Go- 
ſpel, to be areal declaration of our 
ſpiritual deliverance, and the recovety 
of our liberty from the vileſt ſervitude 
of fin and corruption. Now the out- 
ward Sign our Saviour bleſſed, and fo 
he brake it, and did give it to his Diſci- 
ples, and with them, to all the Church, 
as an infallible pledge of that fal- 
vation they ſhould certainly receive, 
who were and did become confor- 
mable to that ſpiritual life, which 

he did ſtill teach by his DoQtrine, 
and which he ratified by his own 
exemplary Practice, and did fully con- 
firm, by no leſs than antecedent My 
racles, and conſequent ones after his 
death. Now to come cloſer to my 
propoſedT heſis; So that briefly then,to 
be in Chriſt ,omize and re, by appella- 
tion and eſſence, 15 Fir/t, To be admit- 
ted by Baptilm, fluminis & flaminis, of 
Water and of the Spirit, (that being an 
outward Element of internal Grace 
Into this of Chriſts ſpiritual life: And 
thus to feel baptiſmza flaminis, a ſtrong 
and mighty prevailing.power of Gods 
Spirit continually: ds with our 
innate corruptions and evil ſuggeſti- 
ons ; and fo gradually getting the up- 
_ per 
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| 
per hand, and that by conquering the. 
torce and power of fin. Now for the 
ſtrengthening and nouriſhing of this 
wonderful power of the Holy Spirit of 
Grace, there muſt be ſuperadded a fre- 
quent earneſt deſire of, and ſo recei- 
ving this aliment of Grace in the holy 
Sacrament, which will ſtill keep and 
preſerve us in the conſtant commu- 
nion of Saints; that 1s, in a frm union 
with Chriſt, and with one another in 
love ; in which is principally ſeated the 
_ real life of true and ſaving Grace: 
| Now ſome indeed have nothing to 
ſhew that they are Chriſts Souldiers, 
but only the Colours of the Sacra- 
ment, of him who 1s the Captain of 
our ſalvation. Now I preſume to call 
them Colours, becauſe ſuch meer Pro- 
 feſſors have only the accidents, and 
' not the ſubſtance of the Sacrament : 
the truc Chriſtian ſhewing torth the 
life of Chriſt, by the fruits of ſaving 
faith, and real ſanctity ; the other, 
only bearing the leaves of a formal 
profeſſion of Chriſt and his Dodtrine, 
who yet will allow of the Goſpel, but 
will not perform the duties enjoyn'd, 
conſiſting in Evangelical Holineſs ; 
ſo that- it 1s to be ſeared, that mn 
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.of that encouraging and heavenly 
voice, Come ye bleſſed, ſuch men will 
hear the ſadder denunciation and final 
ſentence, Go ye curſed; that is, they 
that were the moſt ſolemnly avowed 
Profeſſors of Chriſt, notwithſtanditig 
| their moſt importunate invocations of 
him, and that with the repeated and 
multiplyed ingemination of our Savi- 
ours bleſſed Saviovers Name and Title 
Lord, Lord ; though they did there- 
by make a tacit confeſſion of Chriſts 
Soveraignty and Infinite Power. Now 
all theſe were but the faint Echoes, 
and the various ſounds of an empty 
profeſſion; and they will {ignite no- 
thing,nor become any way available to 
ſuch, who do not practiſe thoſe Chri- 
{tian duties our Saviour commands and 
enjoyns in rhe Goſpel. For the Wed- 
dins Garment , by which God 1s ſaid 
to know and diſtinguiſh them who are 
his, muſt be underſtood of the inward 
ſanctity and indument of the heart : 
It does not conſiſt in the external garb 
or habit, but in that of the inward 
man; which does plainly diſcover it 
ſelf in the uprightneſs and integrity of 
our WG cions. From theſe ſo 


large and ample premiles, you may 
calily 
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eaſily colleQ, and as quickly ſee, that 
T have now demonſtrated an abſolute 
_neceſlity of true obedience in a conti. 
. nucdline of duty and ſervice of God 
from the firſt Adam, which runs ex- 
attly even to the time of Chriſt, the 
ſecond Adam: For the fad Fall of Man 
was foreſeen in Gods Preſcience , or 
Fore-knowledge, or in his eternal Pro- 
vidence, . which was for the glorifying 
his Goodnels, in the exaltation of the 
lame in Mercy and Juſtice; all which 
_ mult be effefted by bringing Man to 1 
life of Grace and true Obedience, and 
conſequently ſo to a ſtate of everlaſting 
glory ; theeffeCtual means of which, 
being the embracing the true. Religt- 
on, which is evidently declared in tlie 
Goſpel, and as fully eſtabliſhed by the 
coming of our Saviour, and his moſt 
Divine Prattices, when he entered on 
the ſtage of the World : Therefore 
none {hould preſume, either out of a 
vain opinion of the certainty of their 
_ future bleſſed eſtate , or from ar un- 
happy FaCtion, or from ſome falſe and 
.. Iargeand looſe Predeſtinarian Tenets, 
_ tg contemn the conſtant uſe of Means; 
and che great adyantages , of Gods. 
Grace, in the right adminiſtration of 
J. Ne his 
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his ſacred Word and Sacraments ; for 
by theſe, as by certain ſigns and infal- . 
lible evidences, the Almighty hath 
joyt'd and married our Chriſtian du- 
ties, and the bleſſed rewards thereof, 
together , and that in an 1ndifloluble 
union: The undoubted truth whereof, 
is fully proclaimed in Holy Writ: if 
Elias had refuſed to have {mote the 
Waters of Jordan with his Mantle, as in 
2 Kinzs 2.8.1 verily believe, that Gods 
Spirit would not have divided the Wa- 
ters alunder to give him and Eliſha 
paſſage, ſo as the Text ſayes, to go oz 
plain and ary ground. Neither would 
Naaman have ever been cured of his 
Leprofie, had he neglected to wath in 
the River of Jordan: or if he had difo: 
beyed the ſtrict Injunttions of the Pro- 
phet, to waſh , and that ſever times 1n 
that River. Thus you ſee, here 1s 
an evident confirmation of this truth, 
That we muſt make a diligent uſe of 
Divine Means , if ever we expect to 
be made capable of the blefſed effes 
thereof: And we have a clear inſtance 
to back this, in that of Josſh King of 
Iſrael, 2 K;ags 13. 18. there you read, 
that the Almighty did give a Victory 
ro this King over the. Aſſyrians, but 


Joaſh 


y % Lg i : A J —Y 4 _ 
F: ao her as oC aids Wl DC ior Ber ardreaes Giro nr or i a DIY Pan rb 


, 


_— 


N, athre of Gods Detrees. 179 


Joaſh having not a quick atid couragi- 
ous Zeal to purſue Gods Grace, and 
his ViAtory, over his Enemies ; where- 
fore becauſe he did firiite the ground 
but three or four times (he being then 
as careleſs of the Bleſſing, as he was of 
the Command ) whereas out of a 
{trong faith that he ſhould fight the. 
Lord of Hoſts his Battle victorioully,he 
ſhould manfullyhave ſtruck the ground 
| fix or ſeven. times, as the: good Pro- 
phet E/;ſha told and adviſed him. Now 
| this was the peculiar reaſon why the 
| bleſſing was leſſened and abridged, 
|. andcontracted into a narrower com- 
| paſs; inſomuch, thaf from hence, it is 
clearly evinced, That they that ate 
within the Covenants of Gods Grace 
and Mercy, negleCtting , and as ſcorn- 
ylly rejecting the right uſe of the 
Means thereot , their wilful diſobed1- 
ence is art infallible note, and true ſign, 
as well to themſelves, as to others,that 
- they ſhall never have-any portion, or 
any real benefit by Chriſt ; any the 
leaſt advantage by his death and ſut- 
terings : So that it is only our obedi- 
ent hearts and holy lives, which ren- 
der us partakers' of eternal bleſſings 
by the redemption of our Saviour: and 
N zz” there- 
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therefore God does expreſs. his moſt ar- 
dent delires to the falvation of men, 
and that by making ule of the greateſt 
incentives to their duty ; and ſo toim- 
prove them in the great advantages, 
and effeQual means of Gods Grace in 
this ſtate of life, and all in order to an 
exalted condition 1n future glory. 


| which is truly inconſiſtent with the 
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[ Shall now readily deſcend to con- 
firm you in a full belief of the in- 
finite Love of God to ſinful Man , 


nature of Abſolute Decrees, which in- 
_ deed 1s more pathetical than any lan- 
guage can be ; the higheſt ſtrains of 
expreſſion cannot reach it; view bur 
the Scripture , where the Mercy and 
Goodneſs of God 1s very legible and 
_ perſpicuous,xyet the Penmen thereof, 
ſeem to be at a loſs in the very 
manner of declaring the Almighties 
Goodneſs , in the withholding of his 
Judgements, as in Hof. 11. 8. Howſhall 
I give thee up Ephraim? How ſhall I 
deliver thee Iſrael ? How ſhall I make 
| thee as Admah? How ſhall T ſet thee as 
Zeboim ? My heart is turned within me, 
my repentings are kindled together. 
Here the Prophets deep-fetcht love 
_ contraQts his language, and his. words 
languiſh into fighs. With what great 
relentiogs, with what paſſhonate 
N27 regget, 
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regret, and deep reſentments of grief, 
does the Lord think to 'execute his 
Judgements on a diſobedient people ? 
So that like a compaſſionate ras 

he ſeems 'to puniſh himſelf with 
pungent ſorrow, when he is to de- 
clare, and paſs ſentence on a Malefa- 
factor, Now what Arguments of 
tender love , does the Lord uſe all 
along in the Scriptures ? What ſo- 
lemn indearments of kindneſs are 
there in the ſame? and all to perſwade 
men to'their duty, and ſo to embrace 
their own eternal happineſs. To pu- 


niſh poor man, goes even to Gods ve- 


Ty heart ; it pierces him with the ex- 


rremity and ſharpneſs of grief and 


forrow. The' Almighty does ſeem 
to fit down and conſider, and gently 
deliberate, ſo that he goes by a certain 
Climax, by _—_ Judgement, /er- 
fo gradu, 10'a 

ſtep: The Lord is ſo unwilling to 1n- 


fict his puniſhment , that his very 


bowels are moved ; and ſo ſhew forth 
his averſneſs to it; arid that by turning 
within him. Nay, his bowels riſe up, 
and ſeem to intercede, that the Divine 


' indignation for fin migtit ll low, and 


thar all mrghr run in the channel of his 
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Infinite Goodneſs and Mercy. Indeed 
there 1s ſcarce any Metaphor either in 
Scripture, or in Nature to be found, 
that can ſufficiently illuſtrate the Al- 
mighty*'s unſpeakable compaſſion to 
mankind. Now if God did not really 
delign the ſalvation of men, what 
need he uſe thoſe ſweet {trains of Rhe- 


. rorick, and ſuch charming perſwaſions 


tor men to be happy ? and that in 
chooſing life, rather than death ; as the 
Prophet does expoſtulare the caſe with 
the I/raelites, in the molt compaſſio- 
nate ſtyle towards them ; nay, with a 
leeming kind of indignation he urges 
it, Why will ye dye, O houſe of Iſrael? 
as in E-ek. 18.31, 32. And he does 
inforce all with a moft convincing rea- 
ſon; for I have no pleaſure in the death 
of him that ayeth, ſaith the Lord God : 
wherefore turn your ſelves and live. 
Certainly the Lord would not uſe theſe 
{weet and obliging methods, and pious 
artifices, to rake poor Mortals with 
guile, and to inviegle them with the 


real opinion of his exceeding great 


willingneſs to fave mankind, it he had 
paſs'd and ſeald a firm Decree in his 
eternal Councils to the contrary, that 
men ſhall never be made partakers of 
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everlaſting happineſs. This Dodrine 
is altogether inconſiſtent with his In- 
comprehenſible Wildam and Divine 
Goodneſs : ſo that to admit of this, 
would be a piece of the higheſt blaſ- 
phemy ; it would be to make the great 
Creator, become as vile and as trea- 
cherous as a creature ; to reſemble 
{ſomewhat of the Hy.eza, who ſeems to 
have the voice of a Man; for ſhe coun- 
terfexts the greateſt humanity, aſſumes 
the moſt compaſhonate tenderneſs, and 
all to make a prey of iuch Travellers 


- as Come near her. Now to allow of 


this Dottrine of Irreſiſtible Decrees, is 
to make the Almighty ſubjeCt to the 


moit ſervile arts of flattery, to court 


men 1nto a belief, and to complement 
men 1nto an opinion of his readineſs 


to advance men into a [tate of ſalvation; 


( fo that if we grant the Hypotheſis 
of Ablolute Predeſtination, ' then the 
quite contrary 1s really intended).Now 
turcly God:did not defign toſport him- 
ſelt with our ruine, and to make pa- 
{time with our deſtruction, and to 


_ exrite 1n us the: moſt ardent delires of 


Heaven and »; -e5G which he never 
did intend to fatisfie. This would be 


the viſible effeQ: of guile in God, _ 
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of meer folly in man, to ſeek the Lords 

face in the way of Chriſtian praQtice, 
when tis all :1n vain: he hath expreſly 
declar'd the contrary ; as1n 1/2. 45. 19. 
I have not ſpoken it in ſecret, nor from 
the intention of my ſecret will, neither 
in the dark places of the earth : T ſaid 
nof to Facob, ſeek ye my face in vais. 
So that the Lord does not uſe any in- 
ſidious arts to enſnare us into miſery 
and ruine : For his divine Promiſes of 
Mercy in Chriſt, are Tea avd Amen: 
they are as unchangeable as his very 
Being. There 1s nothing of deceit does 
lye diſguis'd or conceal'd under them. 
Gods truth is himſelf; and his Veraci- 
ty is as infallible as his Eſſences Hes 
not as man; he neither does, nor poſ- 
fibly can, under any pretext whatſo«» 
ever deceive us: All his Charms are 
real Mercies ; - and every Promiſe, an 

alſured inducement to happineſs, and 
a ready attraCtive to an enſuing good. 
Thus you may plainly ſee, that Gods 
Promiſes of his __— are neither 
falſe, or any way fraudulent : -They 
are not big and fair in the bud and 
bloſſom only in hope, and afterwards 
wither, and dye into a meer nothing 
of performance; neither does the full 
current 
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current of Gods promiſed Mercies and 
Benefits fall down right, and ſo ebb 
into a Privation of enjoyment. No; 
we bui'd our expectations of future 
happineſs upon a Rock, on Chriſt 
himſelf, the ſure foundation of all 
Gods Promiſes ; as 1n 2 Coy. 1.20, for 
all the Promiſes of God 7: him are Tea, 
and in him, Amen, unto the plory of God. 
Now upon this account we ſhould an- 


{wer the great end of the largeſſes of 


Gods promiſed favours, which S. Paul 
does encourage, and as earneſtly dire&t 
us to, aS1n 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having therefore 
theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, let us 
cl Foſs onr ſelves from all filthineſs of 
the fleſh and ſpirit, perfeting holineſs 
in the fear of God. So that the ſacred 
Word of God you ſee, and his gracious 
Promiſes of Mercy and Pardon, and 
that co all men, they neither admit of, 
neither are they conſiſtent with either 
fraud, or the leaſt falſehood ; neither 
can they be arraigned for any impo-_ 
ſture: Neither Laitly, Do they carry 
any colourable deſign or project of 
impoſing on any man; ſince God is 
exceeding willing that all men ſhould 

be ſaved, and who hath a real inclina- 
tion thereunto. For Gods nature is 


perfect 


- 7 ; 3.5 5 ; : l b, CO no Mrs Gs 3; Rn FD f a ns. OLI wo Me ab - "_ a < m ; | -< __ "w 4 os _ TI - a _ wy _— _ "_ , OI 
>." 04.4 WY s : Y i 0 - 
; 0 
* * 4 
ſ . ") 
4 V * : 


perfe&t Goodneſs, 'tis a ſtranger to 
Cruelty, and it hath no affinity with 
ſeverity and rigour. Plutarch rela: 
ting the horrible cruelty of the Hea- 
thens , who to appeale their angry 
Deities, did ſacrifice to them bot 

Men” arid Women 3 whereupon he 
plainly affirms, That it had been far bet- 
ter with Diagoras and Protagoras, and 
their followers , to deny the Being of a 
God, thay that he ſhould delight in the 
blood of men, in ſuch diſmal tragical aits 
and butcheries. Certainly, it were as 
well to diſallow the very Being of a 
God, as to entertain the leaſt belief, 
that he takes pleaſure'in the death and 
deſtruction of his creature: Now as 
the Almighty cannot but be, and exiſt, 
fo he cannot poſſibly be conceived to 
exerciſe the leaft Cruelty towards his 
off-ſpring, on whom he hath art firſt 
conferr'd a being ; and who hath fully 
declared in his Word, that he as ear- 


neftly deſires and wills their eternal 


well-being: Why ſhould then ſome 
bold Predeſtinarians eſpouſe this un- 
reaſonable Opinion, That Gods ſecret 
Will, and his revealed one, are really 
inconſiſtent, meerly 4x/a1e, ſuch men 
making the one to wage war with the 
—_— : 7” other ; 
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other ; and ſo they do ſet his Decrees 
and Commands (theſe being but the '| 
legible Tranſcripts of the other ) at 

open defiance. For we can never re- 
ally imagine, that the great God does 
either ſpeak or enjoyn , what he does 

not really mean, and as fully intend 
ſhould be performed : the Seripture 
ſhews, and plainly points out what 
God requires of us ; it doth fully 
vince the reaſonableneſs of the Divine 
Commands 3 and it does evidently de- 
monſtrate the great agreeableneſs and 
perfect correſpondence his ſacred In- 
junctions have with our rational na- 
tures; and God hath enforc'd all with 
the aſſurance of his gracious Promiſe, 
that we ſhall infallibly reap the bene. 
fit of- well doing, if we faint not. So 
that our hearts ſhould not fink under 
our burdens, ſince we have Gods cor- 
dial Promiſes of his Grace and Mercy 
to enliven and quicken us ; as in Mar. 
11.18, Come unto me all ye that labour 
under the preſſure of your fins, ad 
; are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 

* So that we ſhould not amidſt ſuch im- 
| portunate invitations to life, and the 
' louder calls of Gods Mercies, make at 
laſt an unhappy choice of death. And 

; now 


 -Fible in charaQters of blood and rufne. 


a OO Rn NE OR" 33"" = rs 4 rt I EI; "TOES = "WV: + ” ba has TP IE Fer 0 "_ ns RR DL Ts 4 ae Ae "ey n "5 ” OE OO VIE Ir  ATGTSOINY mw ROPE . or > ea” 3 _ - : PI _—_ 
s F « "2 Wenn: ant LG Xf % 4 7 : - NJ Vie 1 ER Za 4 Pet. SETS PS : : "ICs 
"I $ FS ] LY 24 ps "_ 
= . 
038 - 4 "op - . 
. Fe S ” E 
f » | 
L 


now I dare appeal to the breaſt or be- 
lief of any ſober perſon, whether there 
can be any Indictment er Accuſation 
drawn up, and exhibited againſt them, 
who cannot be properly ſaid to be guil- 
ty, or worthy of the leaſt blame, which 
he cannot poſſibly avoid, as being 
truly neceſſitated thereunto, and that 
by a fatal Decree. If a Maſter ſhould 
be ſo ſevere, to require as much work 
of his ſervant, when his hands are 
 faſttyed, as when he isat liberty, cer- 
tainly this muſt argue an unheard of 
Cruelty, joyn'd with the greateſt Seve- 
rity : This is as unreaſonably to exaQ, 
as Pharaoh did of the poor 1/r acres, 
their conftant number of Bricks, when 
he denyed them Straw, the .due Mate- 
rials for it. Hence Mr. Calvin is 
pleas'd to confeſs, that this is zerri6i/e 
_ decretum, as being preſented to the 
World with a face of terror, or indeed 
"tis rather cruentum decretum, a moſt 
bloody Decree; as if Gods Laws, as 
Dracs's, muſt be writ, and become le- 


And now at laſt, that this fore-menti- 
oned Author -in his third Book of his 
Tsſtitutes, Chap. 33. ſhould ſo unreaſo- 
fiably and ſo unjuitly affirm,chat the 4l- 

-” mighty 


T%2 
oo 2 
Hy 


excurſions; 


igo A Diſcourſe of the 


mighty did fore=know all this : becauſe he 


had ſo ordained it by a poſitive Decree : 


as though his Decree were the cauſe of 
the Divine Preſcience , which muſt 
needs be in nature theantecedent, and 
ſo his Decree become the conſequerit 
of it : For the Divine Determinations 
do; really and neceſſarily preſuppoſe 
the Lords fore-knowledge thereof. 
Yet here the Gezeva DoCtor does ſeen 
to bring a Salvo' in the fore-quoted 
Books and place of his ; for he ex- 
preſly ſayes, We ſhould not be aſhatsed 


to be ignorant of ſore of the nature | of q- 


aiwvine Predeſtination ; which I really 
perſwade my ſelf he was altogether of. 


_ Eyuſebius fully declares to us 1n his ſe: 


cond Book againſt Sabelins theHere- 
tick, That it i an argument of preat 
ſloth and idleneſs, not to ſeek into thoſe 


things, whereof we' may juſtly make in- 
quiry. So of the dther hand, it is a 
piece of great inſolence, tobe too ini- 
 quiſitive 1tito other more myſterious 
truths ; all which ſhould deter the 


moſt curious porous to make too large 
lions ; fince we have ſet and fixt 
bounds. to our knowledge. So that 


we muſt n8t break into the Mount. of 
_ God; as in Dert.29. 29. where Moſes 


tells 
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tells us, that ſecret things belong to the 
Lord our God, but thoſe things that are 
revealed, belong unto 15 and our children 
for ever, tothis very end that we may 
do all the words of his Law. Now 
when the Scripture ſpeaks of ſuch 
things, as Godwould not have men to 
pry into ; it wraps them up in night 
and cloud : But here we have a clear = 
light of this truth ; we have all the *7 } 
imaginable evidences of Geds mercies | 
to repenting ſinners ſhining in the 
Goſpel; and God hath given us the 
ivy real and comprehenſive diſcove- 
ry of his Goodneſs to all, in that he 
would have all mento be ſaved; and- 
_ certainly our finite conceptions fall far 
ſhort of the infinite mercy deſigned, 
and as freely tendered in Gods | AT 
Word to the whole race of Mankind : 
And though we cannot by the Clue of 
| Natural Reaſon unwind all the 1ntri- 
'* cacies of Divine Providence in order to 
the eternal ſalvation of-men: yet it is 
an egregious piece of weakneſs obſti- 
nately to reject all ſuch Divine Truths 
which we cannot fully comprehend : 
yet. ſome will conhdently . pretend , 
that they can arrive to a clear under- 
ftanding of the DoGtrine of Abſolute 
: Election ; 
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Eleftion ; which 1s indeed far more. 
myſterious than the contrary . afler. ' 
tion : For how can God execute his 
fierce wrath on thoſe , who: have no 
way provok'd him to it by any aQtual ' 
| offence, as the Sypralapſarians fondly 
ſirmiſe : So that -plaitily to condemn 
to miſery. and deftruAtion, whom the. 
Lord will, is the argument of the 
reſolute wilfulneſs of a Tyrant, rather 
than the lawfil-ſentence of an impar- 
tial Judge, who 'does not att by the 
bare Prerogative of his Power , but as 
it is attended with'Goodneſs and Equi- 
ty. And ſhall men then make God, 
who 1s the Father of Mercies and of | 
tender "Compaſſion, become as cruel 
as Nebarhadnezzar, to cait his Children | 
Into a Fiery Fornace, when they have | 
l done nothing evil, or that deſerves 
that puniſhment: The Lyon {( tho? 
enrag'd with hunger ) would not de- . 
'vour poor Dayiel, arid would Tfuch 
perſons have the Lord to ſhew his | 
"power ini deftroying us, as Sau! did his | 
by {laying the Prietts? Ads of naked 
Power are ro way morally good! or 
evil of : themſelves ; but they truly 
become foby their due coricomitants:'; - 
. 25 when they are accompanied with 
wh bt Juſtice 
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Tuſtice and Mercy, otherwiſe the ex- 
tremity of Poy F is. perie& Cruelty, 
Thas ſome inzthe, World. are pleaſed 
to repreſent., the Almighty , not as 
the maſt mild and tender Father, but 
as a mighty, /N-mrod, who makes it his 
buſineſs to. deſtroy afd worry his crea- 

' tures for delight and pleaſure: Now 
ſuch men look only on God through 
the glaſs of his Power and Abſolute 
Soveraignty , no way beholding him 
in that of his Mercy : For we muſt 

know, that God can as well ceaſe to 


4 


 beas to be good and gracious; and tis 


unreaſonable to affirm, that a Father 
candelight in the blood and deſtruction 
of his own Children ; neither cari we 
rationally conclude , : that, Eternal 
F117 874 made men to deſtroy them:: 
yet ſome by a new kind of artifice 
ave found out a way, that the Lord 
ſtill becomes a Father , though he ex- 
erciſes as quite contrary. to his Mer- 
cy. This is a principle indeed contra- 
difctory toright reaſon {. for how can 
..a man become truly grateful to a per- 
fon that hath condemned him to death 
and deſtrution ? Can any man . be 
tyed in the bands of love and grati- 
ad i © 
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tude, when he ſhall be faſter bound, 
and that band and foot, and ſo caſt 
 intveternal torments? Certainly theſe 
yery men would not give their ready 
-afſent to ſich a monſtrous Opinion, if 
they did perſwade themſelves that they 
were of the number of them. on 
whom God had paſs'd ſuch a ſevere 
ſentence. For if he ſhould reveal to. 
this ſort of men, that he hath made 
any preterition of them by an abſo- 
lute Decree of Reprobation, and all 
_ to exalt the greatneſs of his Power ; 
T am induc'd to believe, that theſe 
Dreamers in their own particular 
judgements, would not be very well 
pleaſed with ir, when awakened with 
the dread'and horror of it. For, Why 
 Thould God hold forth the Scepter of 
his Love and Goodneſs, it under that 
*pretence, heſhould break frail man in 
_ Pieces with a Rod of Iron ? This way 
of procedure we ſhould call Cruelty | 
in men, whoſe goodneſs is as nothing, 
but we muſt not entertain ſuch mean 
and low thoughts -of God , whoſe 
goodneſs is infinite as himſelf, and fo | 
"extends to' all men. And then, for | 
"the-Lord from all eternity , without 


any 
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_ any. canſideration of the fins and ini- 
uitics of the Sons of Adam, to love 
ome}, and hare others , 1s a perfect 

contradiction to his Diyine Benigaity. 

God: hates no man, till he firſt hates 

him .:; For the Apoſtles Argumens 

clearly. runs thus, That from the fame 

Fountain, as that of his Love and 

Goodneſs,cannot proceed bitter ſtreams 

and ſweet. Thus you evidently lee, 

that God himſelf would deny his 

Name, and even that of a Father, 

wherein he delights to make. men -fqr 

ruine and deſtruction. This ,were:tqr 
the tenderneſs of bowels , to - petrifie 
and harden into horrible cruelty ; and 
the Sun-ſhine of his Mercy, tobe tur- 
ned into colours of blood. Agd ſhall 
the Lord then by his pure 'and naked 

Will, decree men to eternaldeath,.be- 

fore they have ;enjoy'd any.,part of 

life? And muſt puniſhment ;be.fatally 
ordain'd, before.any-fin is committed, 
or any.:kind of ; tranſgreſſiqn. perpe- 
trated! This: 1S an Tos plainly 
logical ; for this; makes the, Conte. 
| -quent-precede the Antecedenc,  and-ſo 

* perfeAtly confoynds. the. very; order.of 
Nature, chat the :Efeft ſhould: go 
:  O 2 before, 
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beiore, and antedate the Cauſe. And 
can the Almighty have a more imme- 
diate aſpe& on the puniſhment of his 
creature,before he hath caſt ſo much as 
one glance or look towards their ini- 
quities, (the fole and meritorious 
cauſes of Divine Judgements, and the - 
juſt revelation thereof) ? This muſt 
needs condemn then the vain and ri- 
diculous Hypotheſis of the Supralap- 
ſarian Dottors : Neither can it- be ad- 
mitted as a ſafe Maxim or Truth, 
( which 15 impudently alledged by 
ſome) that unconditional reprobation 
15 the effect of Gods abſolute and un- 
controlled Power and Dominion. over 
his Creatures, (the workmanſhip of 
his own hands) becauſe God hath | 
- now tyed and obliged himſelf by the | 
Laws of his Goſpel, and hath firmly 
indented with us in his Covenant of 
Grace and Mercy through Chrilt, that 
if we obey his Evangelical Commands, 
' In our ſincere prattice of them, we 
ſhall undoubtedly reap and taſte the 
bleſſed fruits of his Promiſes in eter- - 
nal life. Now if we cannot perform 
the Divine Precepts, why. were they 
given us? -Was it only to upbraid _ 
2 ___ weak- 
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weakneſs and impotence ? or to re- 
proach to us our fad and miſerable 
fall ? No certainly : they had a higher 
and a nobler end; which was to di- 
rect, and as forcibly to engage us to be 
holy in all manner of converſation. 


- 28 


CHAP. XXII 


22, ND now I ſhall proceed to 

ſhew to you, that if there is 
any Abſolute Decree paſt in the Eter- 
nal Councels of the Almighty , what 
need is there then either of Gods Pre- 


cepts or Promiſes under the diſpenſa- -| 


tion of the Goſpel ? As the one com- 
manding « Our obedience, and all C hri- 


. PF I yr 


Boles | upon our leg ops, that we cannot 
move, nor ſtir one foot in the way of 
Our Chriſtian race. | And pray how 
can we be ſaid to £0 in the paths of 
Gods Commandments,if we have not 
the liberty of our Souls and Wills to 
do it ? And here let us duely conſi- 
der , what was the defign fſtritly to 
preſcribe duty, and to give divine In- 
ns, and to AnneX a penalty to 


the 


| tranſcribe it in the uniform holineſs of 


| kindofPredeſtination, is the moſt dan- 


| the liberty -of it, as Idid at large before 
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the non-performance of them, if it 1s 
not within the compaſs of our power 
no way to do, or obey them? What 
can we be the better for our bleſled 
Saviours Righteouſneſs, if we are con- 
ſigned by any peremptory Decree, not 
to take or lay hold of it? And. what be- 
nefit or advantage can we make of the 
exaQt copy of Chrifts wonderful Pie- 
ty ? If our hands are ſo firmly tied and 
bound, and all our poſſible endeavours 
_ obſtructed, that we cannot any wayes 


our lives ? So that the aſſertion of this 


gerousRock that candiſcover it ſelf,up- 
on which multitudes muſt needs daſh 
_ and ſplit themſelves, and thus finally 
{ink into eternal miſery and ruine. Now 
certainly, nothing but good can come, 
and proceed from an infinitely good 
and gracious God : So that I think 
Mr. Catlviz's Followers now mult ac- 
knowledge, and as freely confeſs, that 
Gods fore-knowledge , or fore-ſceing 
does not Ilayany conſtraint on the will 
_ of man; neither does it infringe 


demonſtrate to you, That as man did 
enjoy the freedom of his will in rhe 
m O4 ſkate 
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ftate of perfett Nature before the Fall, 
he may then be as reaſonably allowed 
the _ +56: tag his will by Grace, which 
is ſince the Fall. And. this is that 
whereby we do co-operate with the 
 diviqe Aſſiſtance and Goodneſs; which 
power and ability every perſon may be 
preſumed to have, or elſe our Saviours 
Lon was ineffectual and altogether 
hs and to no purpole ; For if righte- 
ou 
Giſt in the Almighties imputation of ir 
to us, but alſo in our aQual applica- 
tion of it our ſelves, and that by faith ; 
from whence is immediately deriv*d 
our ready conformity with our Savi-. 
ours life, . and that ina due ſubmiſſion 


we have not a power to obey, neither 


eſs by Chriſt does not meerly con» | 


to the Law of Gods Grace; which if | 


e converſo, on the other hand, have we | 


. a power to diſobey ; the liberty of the 
will now does not confiſt and ſtand 7# 
 £quiljbrio, in an equal poiſe or indiffe- 
rency to good or evil, as Adams did ; 
but it inclines rather to the one ſide 
than the other: and though God be 
affirmed in the Scripture, to. work ix 
us the will and the deed, of his own good 
F#afure; yet here we muſt underſtand, 
that the will is Phyſically ours, _ 
Fo bo oy the 
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the deed is alſo ours, but *tis Morally 
Gods ; for otherwiſe we mult be con- 
'| cluded to be dead in the humane na-_ 
ture, as well as in that of- {in and ini. 
quity ; Beſides, there cannot be a will 
in Man created de novo , by which we 
become obedient to Gods Evangelical 
Commands ; it muſt then be neceſſa- 
rily granted, to be by a will renewed 
by the powerful influence of Divine 
Grace. And this ſomewhat appears, 
by that ſevere objurgation of Gods 
Holy Spirit in the Pſalmiſt, P/a/.32.9. 
Be ye not as the Horſe and Mule, that 
| have no underſtanding, whoſe mouth muſt 
be held inwith bit and bridle : So that 
our ſinful natures ſhould be curb'd, 
which know no reftraint of themſelves 
_ for if weareleft to the yiolent ſway of 
our unruly and inſulting luſts, we muſt. 
_ needs run wilfully and headlong upon 
 Tuine ; as *tis plainly and familiarly 
expreſt by the Horſes ruſhing into the 
battel. . So that we mult fully know, 
our will is not really deſtroy*d by fin, 
but only deprav'd; and that it is at 
length reQified by Gods Grace, which 
.. 15 the moſt proper and effetual means 
of our reſtoration, ( as Phyſick is pre- 
ſjum'd to be to an infirm and diſeaſed 
"+ body ) : 
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body): for though we are naturally 
but as mY Bones, yet God can quicken | 
them by his enlivening Grace, into a 
ſtate of aQtive duty, and ready ſervice 
of him. Now as 1n the Plague, orany 
Epidemical Diſtemper, the Dilcaſe is 
in its nature alike deſtructive to all .| 
perſons ; yet it. admits of a Cure in | 
ſome, by reaſon of the timely, and 
{ſeaſonable, and right application of _ 
Cordials: but on the other hand, it | 
becomes incurable in others, by reaſon 
of the negle& of the uſe of Cordaals : 
So that the Contagion does by the 
Spirits corrupt the humours , till at 
laſt it make a body of death. Now. 
Original Sin, which 1s the great Di- 
ſeale of the Soul, is alike curable in 
all men, if the bleſſed Comforts and 
Cordials of Divine Grace and Mercy 
be with due Care and Regimen ufed, 
and as ſoon applyed. But if by reaſon 
of rhe negleCt of this, the Poyſon does 
. Propagate it ſelf into infinite aCtual 
{ins in all the faculties of the Soul and 
Body, 1t 1s very eafie , and it lyes even 
to the loweſt capacity, to apprehend 
and conceive, how ineffeftual and 
vain the application of theſe Reme- 
dies to ſome muſt be, rather than to 
- others ; 
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others; which no reaſonable perſon 
can charge on the preſcribed Means, 
or the Phyſician , but ſolely on the 
man himſelf: So thar as the Lord can- 
not be entitled to any mans tranſgreſ- 
fion ( as ſome too audaciouſly de- 
clare) thinking thereby they may fin 
with authority ; ſo neither can the 
fault be transferr'd on the Means of 
Gods ſaving Grace, no more than the 
bare and meer Apple in Paradiſe 
could be the efficient cauſe of Mans 
_ Fall, who became lyable to the Judge- 
ment and Curſe denounc'd on the ear- 
ing of it. For if Ada» had kept the 
ſolemn pledge of Abſtinence, the fruit 
1t ſelf had been as good, as of all the 
reſt of the Trees in. tk Garden ; yet 
you plainly read and diſcover, the very 
att of eating did bring men into a 
ſtate of miſery, and fo indeed into 
Hell; and not by any alteration or 
changes of place, but of the man him- 
felf, when he did begin to hide him- 
ſelf from God ; that was the folly of 
his ſhame ; the cloſe pall:ation of his 
in: For 41a» had not loſt God, bur 
Toft himſelt'in God * For we are mn 
"him by Grace and Bliſs, but out of him 
by the Curſe, and the” effefts of it im 
| miſery. 
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miſery. So that Adam's nakedneſs was 
Not the real want of Cloaths, but of 
his loſt Innocency. From heace it 
cannot be conceiv*d, that. the Almigh- 
ty in his: infinite Goodneſs can - be 
wanting 1n any thing to fala Man, but 
he is truly to himſelt, in not living 
anſwerable to the ſpecial means of 
Gods Grace and Goodneſs : yet it muſt 
be confeſs'd, that ther was inthe In- 
finite Wiſdom of the Creator aliquid 
latentis juſtitie, 2 ral ſignification-of 
his Divine Juſtice, by reaſon of Mans 
diſobedience by his Fall, whereby un- 
der a temporal Curſe, was implyed, | 
That poor Man muſt work out his own | 


ſalvation with fear and trembling ;_ 

which if he did endeavour after, and 

: that by the aiſiftant Means of Gods | 
Grace, then *cis moſt evident, that the 
generation of Man, after a temporal 
eath, {hould be reſtored to an eſtate 
of eternal lite in glory through our 
bleed Saviour. And if Adam had ne- 

ver laps'd, but continued in obedience - 
to the Divine Inſtitutions, he ſhould 
have been undoubtedly tranſlated and 
advanced to an everlaſting Paradiſe. 
Thus we may eaſily conclude an abſo- 

lute neceſſary obedience, from the con- 

_ ſtane 
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ſtant analogy and purport of the Di- 
vine Scripture ; and then what will 
| become of the Dodcrine of uncondiri- 
onal Reprobation,thePrinciples where- 
of are ſo deſtruftive to Chriſtian pra- 
 Atice, ſince true Piety of life is totally 
obſtrufted by them ? . For, *tis plainly 
evident, that it 15 not a bare naked. 
faith can obtain ſalvation for any man, 
but ſuch a one as does and can juſtife 
it ſelf to be truly lively and vigorous; 
and that by bearing the fruits of good 
works : which does moſt eminently 
appear, in our due and conſtant con- 
 formity to the life of Chriſt; and by 
| which we are firmly united to God 


again, and that by our ſincere obedt- 
ence, from whom we are ſeparated 'by 
the Curſe, and that by reaſon of hor- 
rible diſobedience. So that as the life 

| of our blefſed Saviour was truly ex- 
emplary for all faithful Believers to 

_ Copy out, ſo likewile it did carry a 
plenary expiation for all, who ſhall 
endeavour to own his lifein the fanRt- 
ty of theirs. And upon this account 
_ | Moral Obedience 15 as well Evangeli- 
, cal, as truly Legal: Sothat 'our Sa- 
 viours Precepts, which were' truly ex- 
_ emplified in his praftice, were the 
= : doctrinal 


206 © A Diſcourſe of the L 


doQrinal Sermons , of which every _ 
true belieyer is to make a rcady appli 
cation in his pious converſation. For 
we are not properly ſaid Credere is 
Chriſtum, miſt confitenao in vita Chriſti ; 
that is, we make the moſt ſolemn and 
declaratory :canfeſhion of our real be- 
lief in Chriſt, and that by the true Re- 
Lgion of our lives and actions. For 
Chriſtianity is -juftified and acknow- 
ledged in nothing more, than in our | 
{incere and univerſal obedience. And | 
all chat ſome SeQtaries, and the grea- | 
teft.enemies to-Chriſtian Religion can 
bring 1a, and alledge againſt us, 1s, that 
we enervate the force and ftrength of 
Chrifts Dofrine, by the negligent 
performance of the duties enjoyned in 
the Goſpel, which clearly diſcovers 
1t ſelf in the remiſsneſs of our lives : 
So that in this manner there 1s an ab- 
Tolute neceſſity of evidencing our real 
laith, by the efteds of good works. 
For juitiying fanh 1s not only a.con- 
vincing per{waſion in the heart of the 
Hiſtorical Truths of the holy:Scripture, 
neither (as[I have at large ſhewed in 
my fore-going Diſcourſe ) that faving 
faith 1s a meer acquieſcence in, and 
dependence on- God, for his imputa- 
c10N 
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tion of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, and the 
Merits of his Paſſion to us, bur it 1s 
an inward conviction in the conſcience 
of our defeftions and failances from 
the Divine Law; which att does as 
| ſoon beget in us a zealous emulation, 
_ and that ina uſt imitation ofthe life of 
the bleſſed Jeſus ; and that we are ſo 
far accepted of God for Chrilts ſake, 
as we can offer up our ſelves obedient, 
from a real conſonancy with, our Savi- 
ours moſt pious example. And that 
_ weare, and ſhall be ſo far partakers of 
the benefits of the death of Chriſt, as 
we are truly 1aid to have' of the Lite 
of our Saviour. So that one part of 
this ſatisfaction, was not only to expl- 
ate for our bare duties, but for the de- 
fects thereof in the irregularity of our 
lives: and then ir mult be ;granted, 
that credendo apere & agendas credere, 15 
the trueſt Motto of every good: Chr1- 
ſtian. Thus then by what merhods or 
arts is it poſſible, rhat the bold Prede- 
ſtinarians canfſo happily-reconcile their 
too confident hopes of Heaven and 
happineſs, with the horrible flthineſs 
and ſordid pollutions of [their hves ? 
and: for - men |to contifue ſo much 
Swines, asſ{till to chuſe-the Mae. bw 
| nN- 
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Uncleanneſs, rather than ſpotleſs.Pur- 


rity and Holineſs of Converſation,ſince 


none but the pure in heart ſhall ſee 
God , and become partakers of thar 
Beatifick Viſion ? How ſhall ſuch men 


be accounted to follow Chriſt in the | 


regeneration, which is the evident ef. 


fe of the energy or working of Gods 
Spirit in the Conſcience, and which.is 


ſuch an union with Chriit , that it 
quickens- a man in a life of true Grace 
and real Piety ! Now how this great 


work of Regeneration or the New 


Birth may be! effefted, ſeems obvious, 
and does plainly appear : For whenthe 
g00dneſs of God which was exalted-in 
the Sphere of Mercy, for the Redem- 
ption of loſt man in the Wiſdom of his 
ſecret Will, then the Lord was pleaſed 
«to inſtitute a revealed Will , to which 
men muſt become exaaly obedient, 
that ſothe Almighty may by mans ſub- 


 miffion thereunro, carry him through 
all obſtacles and difficulties to the good | 


intended him ; and which he {hall 
aſſuredly receive and taſte when he 
hath prevailed with man , and fo 
brought him to a 'ready compliance 
with his declared Will in his conſtant 


 praftice of it; So that you may evi- | 


dently 
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dently ſee, that Goſpel Obedience 15 
naturally and neceſſarily the founda- 
tion of all true happineſs, deriving 
from Divine Grace : For as the mo! 
Skiltul Mathematician cannot wor. 
| his ſcientifical demonſtrations on eve- 

_ Ty perſon that receives his principles, 

| by reaſon he cannot make ſome men 
c:pable of underſtanding of them, and 
eonſequently to apprehend the true 
- Concluſions thereof: So indeed neither 
can the Lord by the Means, the Prin- 
 ciples and Doctrines of Grace, bring 
every man to a {ſpiritual and ſaving 
knowledge of himſelf, by becoming 
ſubjeCt to his revealed Will, and ſo to 
ſeal his faith in Chriſt, by his aQuual 
and ready obedience thereunto; and 


thus to be in a capacity for Gods good 


Spirit, the co-operation whereof, will 
| firmly ſtrengthen and propagate a 

- mans faith by his works , according to- 
of S. Pow/, 1 Corp ir. T7 
| Brethren could not ſp:ak unto you as unto 

- ſpiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto 
babes in Chriſt ; that 1s, of ſuch who 
_ were ina capacity of ſpiritual things, 


and of ſpiritual knowledge: therefore 


S. Paul ſayes, he fed them with milk, and 
not with meat ; and he ſubjoyns the 
reaſon 
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reaſon of it, for hitherto they were not 
able to bear it : that is, they had not as 
yet attain'd to that fo high a perfecti- 
on in Chriſtianity. Now ſome there 
are, who will alwayes be carnal , who 
will never arrive to this foft and du- 
tile capacity, and malleable temper, 
to receive the laſting impreſſions of 
Divine Truths : and as God can reach 
| the effects of the demonſtration of his . 
_ infinite love to man in Chriſt Jeſus, to 
all ſuch, as he can bring toa right ap- | 
prehenſion of, and as clear a percepti- |} 
on of the ſame ; whea as I ſay, he | 
can bring men to a capacity of under- | 
{ftanding the principles of ſaving Grace; | 
all of which is not, neither can poſſibly | 
| be effected or wrought in a man at his 
firſt initiation or entrance into Chrifts 
School by Baptiſm, but by farther con- 
tinued inſtruction in hearing Gods ſa- | 
cred Word eftectually preached, and 
as convincingly preſt on a mans Con- 
Hcience : ſo on the other hand, the Al- 
mighty can never bring ſome to a 
willingneſs ro embrace the Means of 
bis Grace, in the due Vertue of preach- 
_ Ing them ; and ſorightly uſing them: 
| all which does not derive from any fa- 
tal and peremptory Decree of Repro- | 
bation, 
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bation, but from mens very Natures 
and perverſe Diſpolitions, ſince a ſad 
Ppravity of Nature hath prevailed as 
tar on {ome perſons, as a ſenſeleſs itu- 
pidity hath on a Mathematicians Pu- 
pil. And this 1s the reaſon of the evi- 
dent effect of the working of Gods 
Spirit on ſome men, and not on 
others :; and of the clear demonſtrati- 
on of his Grace on their Conlſciences ; 
which 1s commonly known, and like- 
wile expreſt by the name of Regene- 
ration, or of Gods particular calling 
of chem, which is in a diverſe way and 
manner wrought on ſeveral perſons, 
yet ſtill dependent on the Means of 
Gods eftectual Grace : So that I pre- 
'1ume,no man will attempt to ſet down 
the very time and minute, and the ex- 
att and critical point thereof in their 
" real converſion to God ; or infallibly 
_ diſcover the manner, and the certain 
effect thereof, but only the Supream 
and Omniſcient God : but a man him- 
lelf, and alſo others may do this con- 
jecturally from the bleſſed effeas in 
the ſoul ; and that truly manifeſted in 
a life of Sanftification and ſtricter Pi- 
_ ety, than 1n the former manage- 
ment of it. And here I ſhall endea- 
PFY your 
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vour to illuſtrate this great truth to you, |} 
by a familiar inſtance : For the diſeaſes 
of the ſoul being comprehenfively un- 
derſtood, in the corruption and pravity 
of mans nature,they do hold an analogy 
and correfpondence with thoſe of the 
body ; as thenſome diftempers are re- 
coverable by the right uſe of the pre- 
{cribed Means; and others are, and do 
become 1rrecoverable,by a careleſs neg- 
let of them. Now the vertue of thoſe 
Means directed to, may be long deliteſ- 
cent,&lye hid,according to the ftrength 
and predominancy of the difeaſe in va- 
Tious bodies; yet the exertion of the 
ſanative vertue does ſhew- it ſelf at laſt 
in bettering the ſtate of the Patienr ; 
and that in order to a recovery of per- 
fect health : Such is the joynt work- 
ing of Gods Spirit with the proper 
Means of Regeneration or Converſion 
in perſons capable of redemption. The 
"r-aly and ſpecifical vertue of 'the 
elps of divine Grace may in like 
manner be clearly diſcern'd at laſt in 
' the great work, and in the recovery of 
our ſouls, in the regeneration of our 
hearts, which becomes truly viſible in 
our lives; True Chriſtians may, like 
ſome Trees, ſtand a long time at a wy, 
"nd 


' his moſt Divine one, ſoas to be made 


Chains of any invio'able Decree of 
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and not ſeemingly thrive, let the Gar- 
diner be never ſo induſtrious in the uſe 
_ of the means'; fo that the ſmalleſt 
Trees, as well as the greateſt,and moſt 
promiſing ones, may ſhew forth their 
growth by their equal thriving ; and 
many of the weakeſt Chriſtians of the 
meaneſt abilities, and the ſmalleſt na- 
tural endowments, may as truly grow 
and fructifie in Grace as well as others, 
and all in order to eternal glory: I 
ſay, they may by their reaſonable ſer- 
vice of God, according to their ſeveral 
capacities, juſtifie their faith in Chriſt, 
by the agreeablenels of their lives with 


partakers of eternal ſalvation, as well 
as the moſt eminent and preatelt 
Saints, who have all along 1mprov'd 
their faith, by their conſtant obedience 
to the Rules of Chriſts Inſtitutions, 
which is atteſted by the integrity of 
their wayes 1n all Chriſtian Vertues ; 
all which does very forcibly demon- 
1trate, that quoad Demum, as to God, we 
are all' in a like capacity of {alvation 
by our bleſſed Saviour, as being no 
way hamper'd or fecter'd with the 


Reprotation ; but we may, as to the 
P'3- Ai - 
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Almighty's part, be made tree by thar 
Chriſtian liberty, by which Chriit hath 
made us ſo. For the Divine Mercy 
working in patience in the poſſible con- 
verſion of men, does often ſhorten the 
hand of his Juſtice, fo that it the Re- 
demption or rcal Salvation of any 1n- 
definite man were alcogether impol- 
ſible ex parte De, as to the Lords part ; 
which certainly would be fo, it he hath 
decrecd it, and ſo irreverſibly excluded 
them from mercy ; why then Thould 
the Lord ſo paſſionately complain of 
mens obſtinacy, and their horrible per- 
verineſs, and what untrattable natures 
he hath to operate upen ? and to uſe 
the greateſt incentives to duty ? 7 7ibc- 
ris Ceſar having a delign to put both 
the Sons of Germanicus, Druſus and 
Nero, to death, .he did uſe ſeveral ar- 
tifices to draw them on to revile him, 
that ſo by their bitter inveQtives againſt 
his perſon, they might receive condign 
puniſhment by a ſentence of death + 
which horribly fallactous method, the 
Hiſtorian tells us, was an argument of 
great and notorious hypocriſie in the 
Emperour. And certainly, if the great 
Potentate of Heaven and Earth hath 
appointed men by his abſolute Will to 
HR : - - inevitable 


ta 
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inevitable deſtruction, who does not 
barely entice ( as the Devil does) but 
decrecth that they ſhall offend , that 
ſo they may incurr damnation by thoſe 
1mpleties he decrees, and fo draws 
them into ; this would betray tir grea- 
ter unfincerity in the Lord with the 
Sons of Men, as to deſtroy his Creature 
under the {pecious pretence of Juſtice, 
for thoſe very ſins he hath appointed 
and determined, as the necellary means 
of their ruine. Now certainly, Gad 
will never inflict puniſhment on a 
man, for that which he ordained him 
to effect; and the inſtrumental cauſe 
can never be blam'd to act that which 
the principal one moves him to: But 
after all, if Divine Clemency will not 
prevail with men, then for God to give 
up ſuch to their viler luſts and defires, 
and ſo to fill up the meaſure of their 
daring fins and provocations ; this 
would be but what 1s truly juit and 
reaſonable, yet the Almighty does not 
eftect this neither, by any implicit De- 
cree of dereliction, or total deſertion 
of them : but *tis only as the ripening 
of an impoſtumation to be let out and 
. evacuated by the Lance of his ſharp 
 Judgements. Now on the other hand, 
P 4 
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if the ſalvation of any perſons were 
abſolutely necetſary, and truly una- 
 voidable, Why ſhould .God uſe the 


gy advantages of Grace 1n the Go-. 


pel, in the preaching of his Divine 
Word ! In the fooli{bxeſs of reaching 
(as ſome term'd it) in the formality 
of rational inducements , ſince the 
means tending thereunto become vain 
and ſuperfluous, where men are carri- 
ed on to the end by an inevitable ne- 
ceſſity: And belides,no man can be pro- 
perly ſaid to be the owner of thoſe as 
of Devotion and Piety, which are done 


on him, and not of him. For, if a 


man hath not the leaſt power of his 
own Will, he 1s meerly paſhve in all; 


and he is no more than inſtrumental in 


what he as and does. And in this 
manner it may be ſafely affirmed, that 
the Lord does reward himfelf, and not 
the man, who becomes truly paſſive, 
doing nothing, if he produceth the 
effect in the man, without the man. 


CHAP, 
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2}, KJOW this Aﬀertion 1s plain- 
ly contrary to the tenth Ar- 
_ ticle of the Church of Ezg/azd,concern- 
ing Free-will, which runs thus. 
Wherefore we have no power to do 
g00d works, without the Grace of 
God by Chriſt preventing us, that we 
may have a good will, and oi 
with us, when we have that goo 
_ will. From whence 1t may eaſily be 
inferr'd, that the Grace of God indift- 
ferently works all the good that is in 
every man, or can be poſſibly wrought 
 1n any one ſince the Creation : So 
that in this ſenſe, the power of the _ 
Will is not perfectly free to any man 
Gince the Fall , in any ſupernatural 
att or way. But yet God's mercy 
Is equally free, and that to all men 
' (which the violent Sublapſarians do 
deny) Where then are the cloſe em- 
palers of the Church of God ? and 
that by a ſtrift Predeſtinarian line ? 
- lince 
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ſince the Goſpel muſt be inlarg®d, and 
preach'd to all Nations before the'ſe- 
cond coming of Chriſt to judgment. 
This commiſſion our bleſſed Saviour 
did give to his Diſciples, which you 
may fee, at large in the ſixteenth 
Chapter of S. Marke, and the 15h. 
Verſe, and he ſaid anto them, Go ye in- 
zo all the world, and preach the Goſpel to 
every creature, Capable of it in the 
whole Creation. From whence you 
may clearly perceive, that the Al- 
mighty will extend, and likewiſe in- 
dulge the bleſſed means, and helps of 
ſalvation in the Goſpel, and that to all 
ſorts of men But after all that hath 
been ſaid, I plainly. foreſee that ſome 
may obje&, and as readily affirm, 
that my whole buſineſs of proof is no- | 
thing, or at leaſt not fully f{atisfafto- | 
ry, ſo that I haveſeem'd tohave bea- | 
ten the Air, and my Diſcourſe hath 
been built all this while on an erro- | 
neous Principle : For there are none 
that God hath predeſtinated to eternal |} 
Life, but they are from all Eternity | 
ordain'd to the uſe of the means con- 
_ - ducing thereunto. Some perſons ima- | 
going that Gods Decrees may be like | 
the Pillar of Fire, enlightning only * | 
| the | 
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the Elect, the true 1/raclites in the way 
_ of their earthly Pilgrimage ; whiles 
the reſt of the World become mere 
A:oy ptians, who are encompals'd about 
with Clouds, Darkneſs, and Confuſi- 
on : Now the Pillar of the Cloud did 
carry in ſelf both light, and darkneſs , 
which did become light to them that 
had eyes to ſee, (that 15) that were the 
 Elefted, but perfect darkneſs to them 
which had not eyes, or did not come 
within the compaſs of Gods Decree 
of being ſav'd. I anſwer firſt,as to this 
caſe, that ſimilitudes carry no real 
probate of truth along with them, they 
are but as Caſements to adminiſter a 
more plentiful Light, whereby things 
may become more viſible, and con- 
ſpicuous. Secondly, 1n this inſtance, 
here 1s a very ſignal demonſtration of 
the Lords miraculous Power, and 
Goodneſs tawards his own people, of 
his own encloſure, from the reſt of the 
unbelieving World which did lie in+ 
common ; here was indeed, a more 
1pecial exertion of God's gractoiis 
Providence to the [/-aelztes ; for they 
| had been long enough under the op- 
preſſions and groans of F#yp:; that 
yoke was.now become galling, anc 
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very unealie to their tender necks, ſo 
that here is only a declaration of a 
Temporal deliverance ; and of the rel- 
Tue of Gods children from the hands of 
violence, and fury, by a miracle of 
Divine Goodneſs, procuring ſpeedy 
relief, and ſuccour for them, which 
might alſo be typical of an entire free- 
dom from the leaſt ſervitude in the 
* Land of Canaar; all of which did not. 
derive from any ablolute Decree of the 
Almighty, but from the tenderneſs of 
his pity, and compaſſion towards his 
own peculiar ones, the I/raclires. 
Thirsly, this ſo ſeemingly plauſible 
Argument, may be quickly retorted, 
for the caſe is quite different ſince God 
hath diſcovered, and hath made the 
Dedrine of Salvation by Chriſt under 
the Goſpel, ſhine forth as clear as the 
Sun 1nthe Meridian ; and he hath en- 
lighten'd the world with the perfect 
knowledge of it. For under the Oeco- 
nomy of the Goſpel, God hath fully 
indulg'd the means of Salvation to 
all men ; and then conſequently upon 


means of Grace aright, they may be- 

come partakers of everlaſting life. 

To this it may be as ſoon replied, That | 
Eine 


VT TIO h/ =_ 


me 


this ſuppoſition of mens uſing the | 


' propoſals of Gods infinite Goodneſs 
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ſome men do not make a due and right 
application of the means of divine 
Goodneſs through Chriſt. 1 anſwer 
' by way of Conceſſion, That all men 
may not be improv'd by the enjoy- 
ment of the means from a life of 
Grace in order to that in Glory ; 
and ſome may feel the ettectual pow- 
er of the Goſpel in their hearts, in the 
renewing of them 1n the beginniggs 
of anew and ſpiritual life, and others 
may not; yet this does not proceed 
from any peremptory Decree of Gods, 

| but only from the greater prevalency 
_ of fin, and the incorrigible nature of 
man : this I fay is deriv'd from the 
wretched pravity , and 1impiety 1n men, 
joined with their {adder obſtinacy ; 
or elſe mankind would not hold out 
ſo long againſt the tenders of Divine 
Goodneſs : iftit were not for innate 
corruption ſtrengthning it ſelf with 
the concurrent aids of actual Rebel- 
lion, men would long before have 
1urrendred their.Souls upon the over- 
tures of Grace, and mercy, and the 


to them through Chriſt. Mr. Calvin 
 himſelfdoes really acknowledge, that 
is from mens refuſing Gods Grace , 

- which 
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Will in his ſacred Word ; for we have 
now a natural mability to perform 
Gods ſacred Laws, and Command- 
ments. I anſwer firſt, by way of Con- 
ceſſion, That the Rational Creature 
did laple from created Pertection, and 
that the Lord did in his infinite Pre- 

| ſcience fore-ſee the ſame, and that 
Man would degenerate, and fo fall 
from walking according to iis pre- 

| {crib'd Law of life, and chat God alſo 
did clearly perceive the miſerable con- 
ſequence of this ſo ſad an Apoſtaſy ; 
for after Man's Fall, he had. only the 
dead letter of the Law, in which he | 
could of himſelf only read Duty, Sin, 
and Judgment, for the Law did ſhew 
him, and us our Wound, but did never 
adminiſter a Cure. ' So that now poor 
impotent Man, did want the co-aſſi- 
ſtance of the Spirit of Grace and Lite,to 
enable him to do his duty ; which did 
chiefly conſiſt in an obedience to Gods 
ſacred Commandments : and this may 
be obſerved by the effettual concur- 
rence of Gods Grace under the mini- 
{tration of the Goſpel, and which may 
be obtained by the preſcribed means 
of ſaving Grace ; not that there is in 
the ſecond place, any abſolute, and 
. © com- 
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compleat keeping the Divine Precepts, 
and Commandments, but only ſuch 
an obſerving of them as the Goſpel 
does enjoin and require, and as Chriſti. 
aniry does oblige, and bind them on us. 
 Sotharit is altogether vain to expect 
ſuch a power now as to prelerve us 
from all tranſgreſſion of the Moral 
Law, that perte& Rule of life. Yet 
the very Heathens from the common 
aſſiſtance of Gods Grace, have went 
a great way in the obſervation of the 
Divine Commands, many of them be- 
coming agrecable to the dictates of 
right reaſon. And lo they did become 

_ correſpondent to that great Law of 
Nature written andengraven in every. 
mans heart. For we ſhall find that 
the Moral Philoſophers, who were 
the Divines of the Heathens, the 
preachers up of natural truths, did 
very fully acknowledge 1n their wri- 
tings, that what ſtrength and abi- 
lity they had, did deyve its origi- 
| nal from God, and fo they did place it 
' In the natural liberty of the Will. 

| For, to what end and purpole ſhould 

| the Almighty give men powers, and 
natural faculties, if not to employ 
them ? theſe talenrs and excellent 
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which does evidently preſuppole there 
15 18 every man a real power to em- 
brace it ; for God forces none to good, 
neither does he neceſlitate any man 
to evil, bur is indeed fiill preſſing by 
his holy Spirit, the means of Grace 
and Reconciliation with lim , all 
which are new. and continued acts of 
Gods infinite loving kindnels to man- 
kind. Now the liberal hand of the 
Lord held forth by S. Fames, 1s open 
to every man, he cannot want the 
waters of life, that comes to the toun- 
tain of living waters ; "Tis but as 
ard you ſhall receive, ſeek and you ſhall 
find forgiveneſs, and knock, and the door 
of ſalvation 7s opened to yon, the em- | 
pory, or ſtorehoule of divine Bounty, 
is ſet open toall under the diſpenſati- | 
on of the Goſpel, *tis come and buy 
Wine, and Milk without money, and with: 
out price ; the favoursof royal bounty 
are not to be purchas'd, but humbly to 
be petition*d for. For now a real prati- 
tude is all that the Kzng of kings, and 
Lord of lords does expett, or a Subject 
truly can pay, all of which ſhould be 
diſcovered in the ſanctity of our lives 
and converſations. What proportion | 


then can the retribution of an handful 
OL } 
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of Gumms, or ofa Hecatombe, bear to 
any of Gods mercies © when indeed, the 
_ very Bleſſings, the Sacrifice, and our 
ſelyes, are all his, who 7s all inall. If 
then our rhankfulneſs is all that we 
canreturn for Gods innumerable bleſ- 
| ſings, and 'tis well Gods Grace can 
work this 1n all men; for a grateful 
reſentment of benefits does ne 
ſpring, or grow from the ground ofa 
bad, and evil nature: however where 
1t does, by this minute and poor of- 
fertory, we plainly declare, we are 
very indigent, and meer beggars at 
the beſt ; and this does evidently dil- 
 _ cover the Divine bounty, and benign1- 
_ ty, and our bounden duty, which con- 
fiſts inſtill petitioning the Almighty, 
yet we muſt know, that Gods Grace 
is free, even when by a {ſacred violence 
we impetrate his Boons and Bleſſings, 
and which we ſo paſſionately 1mpor- 
tune him for; the return of a grateful 
. fouls prayer, is not as the juſt payment 
of a due debt, but meerly the reward 
of Gods Grace and mercy. But here 
it may be urg'd, that we cannot pay 
the obedience which is due tothe Al- 
mighty, which does principally con- 
hiſt in the living up to his — 
-1] 
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Will in his ſacred Word ; for we have 
now a natural imability to perfornx 
Gods Tacred Laws, and Command- 
ments. I anſwer firſt, by way of Con- 
ceſſion, That the Rational Creature 
did lapſe from created Pertection, and 
that the Lord did in his infinite Pre- 
ſcience fore-ſee the ſame, and that | 
Man would degenerate, and ſo falt_ 
from walking according to his pre- 
{crib'd Law of life, and chat God alſo. 
did clearly perceive the miſerable con- 
ſequence of this ſo ſad an Apoſtaſy ; 
for after Man's Fall, he had. only the 
dead letter of the Law, in which he 
could of himſelf only read Duty, S1n, 
and Judgment, for the Law did ſhew 
him, and us our Wound, but did never 
adminiſter a Cure. So that now poor 
1mpotent Man, did want the co-afl1- 
ſtance of the Spirit of Grace and Life,to | 
enable him to do his duty ; which did | 
chiefly conſiſt 1n an obedience to Gods 

ſacred Commandments : and this may 
be obſerved by the effeftual concur- | 
rence of Gods Grace under the mini-_ 
{tration of the Goſpel, and which may 
be obtained by the preſcribed means 
of ſaving Grace ; not that there is in 
the ſecond place, any abſolute, and 
com- 
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compleat keeping the Divine Precepts, 
and Commandments, but only ſuch 
ani obſerving of them as the Goſpel 
_ does enjoin and require, and as Chriſtt= 
anity does oblige, and bind them on us. 
So thar it is altogether vain to expect 
ſuch a power now as to preſerve us 
from all tranſgreſſion of the Moral 
Law, that perte&t Rule of life. Yet 
the very Heathens from the common 
aſſiſtance of Gods Grace, have went 
a great way in the obſervation of the 
Divine. Commands, many of them be- 
coming agreeable to the didtates of 
right reaſon. And lo they did become 
correſpondent to that great Law of 
Nature written and engraven in every 
mans heart. For we ſhall find that 
the Moral Philoſophers, who were - 
the Divines of the Heathens, the 
preachers up of natural truths, did 
very fully acknowledge 1a their wri- 
tings, that what ſtrength and abi-_ 
lity they had, did degve its origi- 
nal from God, and ſo they did place it 
in the natural liberty of the Wll. 
For, to what end and purpoſe ſhould 
| the Almighty give men powers, and 
_ natural faculties, if not to employ 
them ? theſe talents and excellent 
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endowments, if not to improve thein ? 
For not only Arria» upon Epidtetrs, 
and Hierocles upon Pythagoras his 
$evoi tam, Golden Verſes ; but others 
have as unanimouſly affirm?d, that the 
gods have put it intothe power of. e- 
very man not to fall-into thoſe evils, 
( that are really-ſuch ) or into the grea- 


teſt which are vitious ones, that af- | 


{ault the nobler part of man: And Sexeca 


the Philoſopher tells us, That Nature 


| hath ſoadvanc't the Soul by its innate 
faculties, born with good, tho? with 
common Principles, which, if vain 
mortals do not wholly relinquiſh 


will infallibly bring them to per- | 
petual happineſs, io that what pow- | 


er-ſoever they did allow to the natus 
ral Iiberty of the Will of man, they did 
ſtillconfels, that they did receive the 
lame from an infinitely good and gra- 


_ cious God. Nay, ſome of them went” 


higher, for they join'd the neceſſity of 


the Divine cencurrence, to their own | 
natural abilities ; for they alwaies im- |} 
ly from the Divine power, -a_ 
ound mind, as well as a firm and a- | 
tive body, a-fit building for the Soul 


to inhabitin, and to exert-its due and 
regular operations ; So-that you: arr 
we] __ alt 
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| eafily ſee that the refined Heathens did 


acknowledge the ſaperintendency of 
Divine Providence, anda real neceſſi- 

ry in ſuſtaining thoſe things in their 
operations which Gods hand had made; 
and much more man in his aQings , 
who was the Maſter-piece of his Cre- 
ation : and further, ſome of the Moral 
Doftors did inftruct men in this No- 
tion, which was more than a -Philo- 
ſophical Efſay, yea rather an Axiome 
truly Divine, That the gods did pre- 
ſerve men from evil, and that by re- 
moving the baits, and the temptati- 
ons to 1t, and alloto incline them ts 
good, and that by ſome certain ſugge- 
ſtions, and infpirations, and eſpecially, 
from the greater Prevalency of the ex- 
amples of others. The effefts where- 
of have become very viſible in feve- 
ral perſons famous in Hiſtory ; as in 
Fulins Caſar beholding Alexaxaer's 

\ Image, ſetting his foot on- the Globe 
| of the World, he preſently breaks 
|| forth intoan upbraiding of hunfelf, in 
| - the contemplation.of Alexander's great 
and innumerable Conqueſts and V1- 
Etories ; whereby he was inſpirited to 
proſecute greater attempts, and ſohe 
did inceffantly thirſt after fuch At 
- Q 2 chieve« 
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chievements which might raiſe Tro. | 
phies to his memory (1t poſſible ) e- 
qual to thoſe of the former ; and the 
Trumpet of fame did ſo loudly pro- | 
claim the glory of AMzlriades his Vi- 
Qory at Marathoyx, that it did ſo alla. | 
rum Themiſtocles-., whether from a 


vertuous emulation, or the incentives | 


of a Dream, that it would not permit | 


him to injoy his ſleep, till he had raiſ. | 


ed a more glorious Monument for þ 


himſelf at Sa/am7ime. And laſtly,I] 
might propoſe to your ſerious conlide- | 


ration, one more ſubl:mated Principle | 
of the Moral Philoſophers, which is | 
this, That they did attribute the lt- 
\ berty of the Will, by which they | 
jw all good things to be | 
effected, to the ſole gift of the Divine | 
Powers. mivrz 5d mire S107 Porta dtirw, | 


(that is) That all ſtand in need of the | 


helps and affiſtances of the gods. But | 
| now under the Divine Oeconomy, or | 


adminiftration of the Goſpel, there is | 


a greater propoſal of advantages than 
_ all cheprecedent as of the Heatheos | 
can make any pretence to, which is | 
the aſſiſtance of Gods ſpecial: and E- 
vangelical Grace, and ſupernatural | 
aids of Gods Spirit, which none of the | 

” MEET 


meer Moraliſts obtained the certain 
benefit of : Now this ſaving Grace of 
God does conliſt either 1n the right 
diſpoſition of the human Wall, or elſe 
.1nthe production of thoſe good incl1i- 
nations (the Will being renewed, or 
advanc'd by ſupernatural grace ) does 
enjoy thus the Grace of God in ſome 
meaſure co-operating ſtill with the 
\ Will. Now if we do not admit of 
| -theſeſoreaſonable Politions, we do ma- 


_ nifeſtly take away the neceſſity of the 


holy Spirit of Grace his coming into 
our hearts ; we unjuſtly ſubſtractfrom 
his more peculiar office, by whoſe 
powerful concurrence, and kind in- 
fluences we are per{ſwaded to all 
holineſs, and uprightneſs of conver. 
ſation : there being an indiſpenſable 
_ neceſſity of the mighty Grace of God, 
and the more eminent prevailing pow- 
er thereof. So that here I muſt con- 
| fef6 my perfeR diſlike of thoſe Here- 
| flies, and tares which were ſown by 

Pelagins 1n the Field of the Church, 

and which were juſtly condemn'd in 

ſeveral Councils at Carthage, and AM:- 

levis, who did aſcribe too much to the 
liberty, and freedom of the Will, fo 
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as not to admit of Gods Grace to be 
neceſſary to the production of true 
and real aas of piety : ſuch men 
ſinging lo Pexx, and the Ilowdeit 
Holannahs to our humane nature ; 
certainly thele men did never once 
Hear of the ſad fate of man in his 
lapſe, neither did they feel that in- 
ward bruiſe which was received by | 
the Fall; and this made them advance 
the powers of reaſon ſo high, and erect | 
Trophies to its Vitories. Now bare 
and {ingle reaſon'can never be ſuffici- 
ent to-maintain inviolable the peace 
of our minds; when ſtorms and diſcon- 
tents, theſe earthquakes, ſhake us, it 
cannot compole and heal the fretting 
diſquiets of the ſoul : naked reaſon can 
never calm the rage of our turbulent 
paſſions' , or diſ-enchant the inſult- 
1ng tury thereof :* yet it muſt be | 
' granted, there may be ſome Eſſays | 
| propoſed from the diftates of right | 
Treaſon, in order to ſo bleſſed an end, but 
they muſt be higher improv'd by Dt- | 
vine Grace. It mult be therefore by | 
the grace of Gods Spirit ſhining | 
through the darkneſs of our corrupt 
hearts, whereby we are — 
|'#: —c 7 * = = w4 Oe oh 
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the right way that tends to a ſuper- 
natural ftate of life in future glory. 
Since the whole nature of man 1s too 
ſadly depray'd by the impliety of our 
firſt Parents ; for we are all poyſon'd 
in the very root in Ada”. Now as the 
readieſt way to cure Poylons, is to take 
Cordials into the ſtomach, which will 
by their prevalency quickly ejeCt its 
contrary, which is venemous : tis on-= 

ly by the operation of true and Hea- 
venly Grace, whereby we do expel 
the fatal malignity of ſin + and evil. 
Now fince this Goſpel gift , true 
Grace 1s in God's power alqne to con- 
fer it, which does jointly work in 
men in the moſt efteQual manner, 
_ and in what degree, and meaſure the 

Almighty pleaſeth z therefore we 
muſt from an undemable conſequence- 
belteve.and be as fully perſwaded, thar 
this Divine Grace, muſt be obtained 
by theſe direCtive means the great God 
does, and hath appointed under the 
_ difpenſation' of the Goſpel. So that 
now the reſult of all will be this, the 
abſolute neceſſity of ſeeking the Lord?s 
_ faving and ſupernatural Grace, and 
help in a conſtant way, and practice 
Q 4 of 
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of all Chriſtian duties, which he hath 
preſcribed to all. men under the Goſ- 
pel, and jn the due performance of 
which the Almighty will be certainly 
found of us. For as in ſecular affairs 
we ſtand in need of ſome pledges of 
duty, and civil communion, as the be/t 
means and expedient to preſerve boxh 
xruth and right : as namely, for 19- 
ſtance, the Seals and Rents affixed un- 
to, and expreſt 1n the evidence, or in 
the Inſtrument whereby a Tenant 
holds his Eſtate from his Landlord, 
in which he gives him the honour of 
ſuit, and ſervice; and the Landlord 
on the other fide, does oblige himſelf 
for his Tenants proteQion, and ſafety. 
Now this inſtance runs truly parallel 
in {acred things; for it is as neceſſary 
we ſhould hold our eternal inheritance 
purchaſt by Chriit by ſuch firm ſeals 
of Grace, and rents of duty as may aſ- 
fure and confirm his truth and right, 
who+ conveys and tranſmits the Eſtate, | 
as well as the juſt right of him that } 
receives it, and hereby the Tenant 
does appropriate the Promiſes to him- 
Jelf. Ando God yery forcibly argues 
the famein Mal. x.6. there be ms | 
oh ot RR oe #4 3 | | , IS 
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his right of Worſhip in thoſe recipro- 
_ cal pledges of Honour and Homage be- 
tween him and his Creature, If [be & 
Father ſaith the Lord, where tis mine ho-. 
nour ? if a Maſter, where is my fear ? © 
If this title belongs to me? Why 1s 
not my Jurisdiction as a Father, my 
power as a Maſter acknowledg'd 1n a 
due ſubmiſſion, and a ready obedience 
to me and my Laws ? So thatnow 
you may ealily diſcern that it highly 
concerns us humbly to implore the 
abundant aids, and helps of the Spirit © 
of God, from whence his peculiar 
grace and ability 1s deriv*d tous. For 
| we muſtnot think to fit down and con. 
| _ ſult our owneaſe, and ſo ſecurely lean 
on a fanſied ſoft and eaſte predeſti- 
 narian ſupport and Cuſhion, all which 
brings upon men as great a ſtupidity, 
and ſenſeleſneſs of their real duty, as 
of their wretched and miſerable con- 
dition ; for ſuch men unreaſonably 
pretend to an infallible aſſurance 
that their very negligence, and ſloth, 
and horrible careleſneſs will never 
| fruſtrate the great end of the Divine 
Decrees. Now how fatal and malig- 
nant an influence ſuch - deſperate 
; Prin- 
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Principles are apt to have on mens 
practices, is too manifeſt, and viſi- 

ble. Let us therefore be timely a- 
wakened with a lively ſenſe of our 
duty , and ſo up and be doing the 
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ſame. 
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24. A” D now I ſhall fully evince 
to you, that the Poſition of 
unconditional Decrees, does take away 
and fruſtrate the very end of our Pray- 
ers, and Addreſſes to God : for it 
weakens the very ſtrength of our 
hopes of prevailing with God thereby 
for mercy, 1n the remiſſion of our fins ; 
it fo looſens our joints, and does fo 
much remit our Chriſtian vigour, that 
 wecannot as Jacob did, wreſtle with 
God, in this great duty of devotion, 
and lo overcome him for a bleſſing. 
Indeed before the Fall, the Religion of 
— Man was only, and purely euchariſti- 
_ cal, a continued at of Praiſe and 
Thanksgiving, the exalting the ſoul 
in the return of thanks to God for his 
miraculous mercies; then praiſe was 
the 4zw#or perfeCtion of ſervice in the. 
Primitive ſtate of created Perfection, 
| fo that petition afterwards did natu- 
rally find out the way to implore Di- 
- = VING 
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vine mercy : before, Man did know 
no want of a petition, neither did there 
need any thanksgiving for the ready 


ſupply ofa defe&t when there was no- | 
thing wanting to perfection; there was | 


not then in that firſt State any news of 
Salvation, by reaſon there was not 
the leaſt need of it ; and there was. no 
necellity of a Preacher to perſwade 
men into a full belief and knowledge 
of God, when Man did know nothin 

but God, and goodneſs: Thenl fay in 
that firſt bleſſed condition of Man there 


was no want of a Divine to reforma | 


depraved Will, or to reQifie an erro- 
neous Conſcience, or to enkghten an 
Underſtanding darkned with clouds 


FR . 


_ of Errour, or involv'd in Milts, and 
Doubts : All theſe ſolemn offices, and 
neceſſary duties were as preſcrib'd re- 
medies, as ſuppoſing fome latent or 
known diſeaſe in Man to be cured. 
For Prayers are alwayes made on the 
preſumption of ſome exigence or want, | 
but Man at firſt was not ſenſible of | 
any ; ſo that this att of petition does | 
naturally derive from real imperfec- 
tion ; all which does readily enforce 
the prattice of this duty of devotion. 
Now-to what purpoſe ſhould we Pray, 

- that 
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that Gods will may be done on Earth, e- 
ſpecially that Will of his Commands, 
in a due obedience to them, if we have 
not the power ta perform 1t? or co- 
operate with the aſſiſtance of Divine 
Grace in order to the doing of it ? Bur 
that we may, I ſhall clearly diſcover. 
to you from the freedom the W1ll is 
now inveſted with, as alſo from the 
various wayes of Gods perſwaſions, 
and methods of his Grace, which the 
Lord does all along make uſe of to 
bring our Wills into a full compliance 
with his own. For Gods Grace in its 
proper nature 1s truly ſufficient to this 
end, however his Grace 1s not ſo ir- 
refiſtable, ſo as that we cannot any 
way oppoſe it, for it 1s irfefragably 
concluded from the conlent of the 
Schoolmen, that the operations of Gods 
Grace ina mans heart, may be really 
obſtruQted, for Goſpel Grace,and divine 
ſuccours ſuperinduced, have not o 
ways workt the bleſſed intended effefts 
thereof; how very frequently hath the 
| Grace of 'God been rejeed and all to 
_ embracea darling fin, or a beloved cor- 
ruption ? For it 15not now ſfoſtrong, 
and prevalent as to force its paſſage ; 
neither does 1t carry in its nature fo 
| great 
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oreat might and violence, as tocommir 
a rape upon the ſoul, to force our 
conſent. The Spirit of Grace does not 
come now 1n a mighty ruſhing and im- 
petuous mind, as to drive and hur- 
| Ty men on headlong to their duty. 
1 Divine Grace does not make fuch in- 
| vincible aflaults on the ſtubborn and 
obſtinate Wills of men, and make ſuch 
an onſet and breach, as will force it to 
{ſurrender its conſent : Neither does. 
the good Spirit of God under the Go- 
{pel irrefiſtably compel men to em-_ 
brace eternal happineſs. Far God 
knows, we do too often make a re- 
pulſe againſt the, bleſſed operations of 
Gods Spirit, and Is Grace on our 
hearts, How often do we put this 
winged emblem of peace and mercy to 
fight ? Now in. this caſe the Almigh- 
ty will be as firm in his ſacred refo- 
lations, againſt us : as we can be reſo- 
Jute in our voluntary and cruel reje- 
Ctions of him, and' his Grace, that his 
Spirit {hall not - alwayes ftrive, and 
ſtruggle with ' ſtubborn and perverſe 
Man. Theſe things being premiſed, 
ariii which muſt as well be granted, 1 
ſhaii demonſtrate to you moreat large, 
tat.ihe DoUrine of abſolute Decrees, 


| be urg'd, how comes it to pals, that 
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15 altogether incon{iſtent with our ve- 
'Iy duty. For it does impede the eff- 
cacy, and exerciſe of our diligence 
in the due practice of our devo- 
tion towards God. But here it may 


the prayers of righteous men in their 
interceſſions with God ſhould ſo pow- 
ertully prevail for the diverting of his 
Judgments from the wicked, as it e- 
vidently appears from righteous A4- 
braham”s earneſt expoſtulation withthe 
Almighty for Sodow, as in Gez. 18. 
verl. 22. But Abraham ſtood yet before 
the Lord ; where you may obſerve, 
that this Prayer 1s expreſt by the ve- 
ry poſture of his Body 3 and which car- 
ries a greater remark, that God does 
not ceaſe to anſwer Abraham's impor- 
tunate ſuit, till he defifts from his pray- 
erand pleading, and the prevalency of 
his entreaties: ſo that it may be pro- 
bably conjettur'd, that not only ten 
| perſons, but five, nay a leſs number 
| might have prevaild tor the ſavi 
that inceſtous City; and we allo rea 
in the 20zh. of Gex. v. 7. where we 
have Gods word to Abimikech, an ex- 
preſs Mandate from Heaven to reftore 
Abraham his Wife, For 'tis NO 
| : 
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He is a Prophet, and he ſhall pray for thee, 
ana thou teat lvoe, oy 1s ). he ſhall 
atone thy guilt, he [hall ſtand up, and 
ray; fervent __ being the beſt and | 
iiivet banks he could make, and | 
Taiſe to prevent the overflowing of 
Gods wrath, the waves whereof were 
coming rowling upon Abimelech, and 
' His whole Family ; for 'tis ſaid ex- 
preſly, If thou reſtore her not, know thou, 
that thou ſhalt ſurely die, thou, and all 
that is thine, Now all this could not 
poſſibly be, if there be not an eſpect- 
al, and peculiar favour clearly ſhewed, | 
and fignally exhibited to perſons Pre- 
: deſtinated, and Elected by a Divine, | 
and as abſolute a Decree. I anſwer, 
That the Lord hath firmly oblig'd 
himſelf in his ſacred Word, by hts 
aſſured promiſe ſet down and made 
in S. James, Chap. 5. Verl. 16. That 
rhe effetual fervent prayer of a righte- 
ons man availeth much, mi igges ( that 
is) that the ſupplications ofthe righ- 
reous carry a kind of Omnipotency a- 
long with them, for they tye Gods 
hands from Judgments, and as readily 
open them to mercy ; the Saints of | 
God petting a nearer communion with 
him by multiplied as of devotion,-and 
0 by 
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by this they do highly intend and ad- 
vance the moſt glorious Attribute of 
| Gods mercy and clemency to man- 
iid, otherwayes the daring and mon- 
ſtrous impleties of men, would in time 
have been matur'd, and ripen'd far 
Judgment ; yet the Almighty's Good- 
neſs and Benignity does many times 
ſtay, and turn the hand of his vindi- 
cative Juſtice, from falling heavy on 
evil mens perſons, ſo that the evident 
 effefts of the divine Founty, the grea- 
ter largefſes of his kindneſs, thele en- 
dearing eſſays of his love ; I ſay, they 
| have had ſo great aninfluence on ſome 
perſons (though very obſtinare, : and 
horribly vicious) as to make them 
| better, and to improve them, and to 
bring them into a condition of good 
men by true repentance; we have a 
clear inſtance for this in Exsd. 32.10, 
Where when Gods wrath like a v1o- 
lent torrent, did come ina molt impe- 
ruous manner 'upon the 1/raelites, by 
reaſon not only.of making, but wor- 
{ſhipping the Golden Calf ; Moſes then 
did ſtand up like aRrong Sea Bank op- 
poling the violence of the Waters, 
rurning the ſtream of Gods indignatt< 
'on another way, For the Lord was 
R C0 
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coming 1n a ſtorm of his Jomeces 

for their horrible crime of Tdolatry. 

Mofes by his prayer quickly obtains a 

calm, the ſweet, and pleaſing, and till } 

voice of God in mercy and goodneſs. 

So that in this manner, by the invinci- 

ble power of devotion, the Lord is 

miraculouſly prevaiPd upon, either 

to retard, or finally to divert his im- 

minent Judgments. Now this bleſſed 
effect is not produc'd from any abſo- 
lute Predeſtination to this great grace, 

" and mighty power of interceſſion with 
God by a ſecret Decree ; but tis only 
from the greater advancement of Gods 
glorionts mercy and goodneſs, by theſe 
means and helps of grace and favour | 
with him, though in ſome caſes, the 
moſt importunate prayers of the righ- 
teous, and moſt upright, will not be- 
come effectually prevailing, where | 
iniquity is grown to that height of | 
malignity, and deſperate ſinfulneſs, | 

__ that God muſt neceſſarily judge it, or | | 

ceaſe to be himſelf. For he openly de- | | 
Clares itt Ezek, 14. 14. That though | 
theſe three men, Noah, Daniel and Job, 
were 172 tt, axd [0 ſtood #P before him, 
they ſhould deliver but their own ſouls by | * 
their righteouſneſs. This truumvirate of | |, 
"_”— _— © Fa- | 


| faithful and righteous ones, who are 
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Favourites in the Court of Heaven, 
ſhall only obtain audience for them- 
ſelves ; their ingeminated interceſ= 
ſions for others will become altoge- 
ther fruitleſs, and ineffetual. But here 
it may be replied, That though there 
be no ſpecial ſingularity of divine fa- 
vour in conferring his Grace, yet it 
may be entailed on the perſons of the 


Predeſtinated by a poſitive act of Elec- 
tion in the ſecret purpoſes of God 
ſo that ſome too confidently affirm, 
| that the controvertedTenet of Abſolute 
| Predeſtination, may be firmly built 
on thoſe remarkable Texts and places 
| of Scripture, where the aſſured pros 
| miſe is madeto Ab74aham, not only for 
temporal, but eternal Bleſſings, not. 
only in giving his Seed the Land of 
Canaan, but a confirmation of a better 
ſtate: As inGez 12. 73. And T1 will bleſs 
them that bleſs thee, and curſe him, that 
earſeth thee, and in thee ſhall all the Fa» 
milies of the Earth be bleſſed. I aniwery 
That theſe gracious and ample promi- 
ſes of God cannot be any probable ar- 
gument to conclude, the truth of the 
Doctrine of irrefpeRive -Predeſtinati- 
an, for they areonly a Prophetical de. 
: R 2 clae 
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claration, and the cleareſt manife- 
ſtation of Gods love and goodneſs to 
Abraham, and his enſuing Poſterity. 
All which was principally intended for 
atuller confirmation of his Faith, and 
greater Encouragement in a life of 
grace, and that from Gods infinite 
preſcience of his real beliet of the di- | 
vine promiſes, which Abraham did 
fully evidence in the uprightnels of his 
converſation, and walking with God, 
whereby God did plainly forelce, 
that Abraham of all men in the world 
would become: obedient to the calling | 
of his divine Grace, fo that the Lord: | 
ſhould make him the great inſtrument } 
of his glory, in laying him as the 
firmeſt foundation of the Oeconomy 
of his Church, and ſo truly making | 
him the Father of the Faithful, accord- | 
ing to what God pronoiinces expreſly_ 
| of him afterward, .as in Gez. 18. 19. | 
For I know him that he will command his | 
Children, and his houſhold after him, | 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, | 
| to do Juſtice, and Judgment ; that the | 
Lord may bring upon Abraham, «ll tht 
which he hath ſpoken of him. Sothatin- | 
deed, Gods gracious calling of A4bra- | 
bam, did not imply any rejeCtion, or | 
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poſitive reprobation of the reft of the 
world ; no more than of divers Can- « 
didates for a preferment, the belt 
deſerving, or whole merits overpaize, 
is choſen or eleted, the reſt are as 
capable of advance ia the like kind, as 
their demerits ſhall equally ſuit, or 
fir with it : For the Almighty dogs 
call every man 1a the world in ane 
kind, or another, according to a mans 
capacity of co-operating with his Spi- 
| rit of Grace, though the ſaid call 
| be moſtevident, and becomes more vi- 
(ible in the bleſſed effects of Grace 
wrought in the Members of the 
Church of God : So that every man 
may obtain ſalvation, as well as Abra- 
| ham, ex parte Det; as, tothe Almigh- 
| ties part: for every man may be made 
a Son of the Church, though every 
one may not. become a founder of the 
order, the Father of the Faithful. 
| Thus you may ealily diſcern, that the 
| promiſe of Gods miraculous mercy, 
was made to Abraham out of his pure 
love, and infinite affection to him, and 
not from any partiality in Ele-tton, 
from any ſecret occulc Decree. Far 
the Almighty did evidently peceetye 
E TE R'q that 
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 thathis great grace to Abraham, would |, 
p eminently beget true grace in him, | 
 andthat his divine love towards him, | 
would equally produce the grace of 
true Faith, and a ready truſt and affi- | 
ance in God, and fo conſequently be | 
- the occaſion of his cloſeſt communi. | 
on with him by a life of Faith, 1n the 
works of true righteouſneſs : For 4. | 
braham believed in God, and it-was im- | 
puted to him for rizhteouſneſs. From what 
hath been 1a largely diſcourſt of 1n the 
caſe of Abraham, I might alſo producea | 
Clear argument for the liberty of Mans 
Will, which we have {fo full an ac-| 
count of in Gez. 22. 1. in Gods tem- | 
Prins, or rather due tryal of Abrahaw's | 
aith; and that by the moſt ſtgnal act 
of obedience. For there could not be | 
a more convincing teſtimony of his} 
union with God by faith ; than when | 
he did ſo apparently ſhew forth, that 
| he did infallibly believe in God above | 
the ſtrength and meer difQtate of his] 
Reaſon.” For it was a ſtrange duty} 
- which even nature would ſtartle at, j 
that the Lord ſhould lay his com-J 
mands on Abraham, to Tacrifice his or} 
iy Son 1/azc, to whom: he had _ 
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| before an aſſured promiſe, That in his 
Seed all the Earth (hall be bleſſed : But 
now Abraham remembring and duly 
refletting, that. he obtained his Son 
1/axc from the Lord, and that by a Mi- 
racle ; he fully relied on God, that he 
would make good his promiſe by an 
equal ſucceſſive Miracle of his mercy 
tohim. And therefore Abraham did 
juſtifie his to be a true faith by a rea- 
dy obedience. Now that the real per- 
formance of this duty did depend on 
the freedom of Abraham's Will, 1s 
clearly manifeſt ; for there was no 
force, neither the leaſt coaction of 
' his Will, for it was no way robb'd 
F of its preſent liberty by any neceſſita- 
| ting Decree of God; However he 
| did know in his divine preſcience 
what JAbrahamwould do, otherwayes 
| the temptation of offering up his 
Son, had been bur a ſnare, an argu- 
F ment of meer deluſion : therefore 
F the Lord did uſe this particular 
| means of tryal, more powerfully to 
intend and confirm Abrahams faith 
F in him, and his promiſes3 whereb 
| He might become capable of Goas 
mnkieltcition of his future Blefſings 
=—_ : R 4 | ON 
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'F on him, and that by endearing him 
8 to himſelf by this high, and fove- | 
i reign act of ſound fairh. For what | 
would he not truſt God in and for , 
who would obey lym in this, in 
the Sacrificing his only Son, 1n | 
the dividing himſelf from himſelf, } 
the tearing of one part of his bow- 
els, and that with his own hands, 
from another (the Son being real- 
ly the moſt tender part of the Fa- 
ther)? Well then, now you. may 
clearly ſee, that Gods eſpecial pred1- 
diction of the ſtate of Abraham, and 
of his whole Family in relation to 
his preſent, and future life from the 
eternal fore-knowledge of God, was 
not, neither could it be, the proper 
efficient Cauſe of the conſequent e- | 
vents and iſſues, no more indeed than | 
any man, who foreſeeing , and thence 
marlin a ſhowre of rain, can be 
truly ſaid, or denominated to be the 
principal cauſe thereof, when it 
comes and deſcends on the Earth : 
Let us not therefore be /ike ſilly Chil- 
Arep, as in Epheſ. 4. 14. toſſed to and. 
Fro, fluftuating in our opinions, «xd 
garried about with every wind of Da- 
_  : :- "7 one, 
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Frine , Or violent blaſt of an Enthu- 
ſiaſt, and all by the ſleight and cun- 
ning craftineſs of men, who are ve- 
ry accurate, and methodical in this 
ſubtle art, wherely they lie in wait to 
 decerve, and that with dangerous er- 
TOTS. 
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25. 7 OV the ill & pernicious con- 
VN ſequences ofthis Doctrine of 
unconditional Decrees, are too well 
known, and evident. For in this Chap- 
ter I ſhall fully declare to you, that it 
renders all Gods ſolemn exhortations 
to obedience, through the whole cur- 
rent. of . the ſacred Scriptures altoge- 
ther fraitleſs, and vain. For this 1s 
the promiſed effect of his divine pow- 
erin Pſ2l. r1o. 3, That the people ſhall 
be willing in the day of power ; which ful- 
ly diſcovers it felf in our ready ſub- 
miſſion to Gods holy Laws, and Com- 
mandments. Andnowcan you entertain 
a belief of our bleſſed Saviours deſigns 
in the Goſpel ? was it to upbraid us, 
or indeed to inſtruct us, when he 
commands us, to learn of hin to be hum- 
ble and meek, and to be, (asin Matth. 5. 
44.) therefore perfett, even as your Fa- 
ther which #s in Heaven 3s perfect? 
which we can no way poſhibly be, 

when 
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when a ſuperiour Decree is paſt, ſign'd 
_ andſeal'd, to the contrary. What did 
all our Saviours Precepts mean, and ſo 
-many weighty admonitions to make 
our Calling and EleQion under the 
Goſpel, firm'and ſure, and that by the 
ſtricteſt rules of Picty, and a Relipt- 
ous life * Were = all intended to 
expoſe our weakneſs, and inability to 
do it ? and pray what was the end of 
Gods Promiſes , 'if not to ſpur us on, 
and to enliven us with ſtrength, and 
Chriſtian courage 1n our way to hap- 
pineſs? If they were intended other- 
_ wayes, than inſtead of exciting, and 
earneſtly pravoking us to good works, 
this were to beat us down, and to lay 
us flat in an utter deſpair of any. And 
this is the readieft way to caſt the ſoul 
into a trance, a ſtupefying amazement, 
which it does certainly effect, if it 
gives a man no other proſpeCt than of 
eternal miſery ; if ſo, then all the moſt 
powerful perſuaſtons that occur in the 
facred Scripture to a holy and ptous 
| life, undoubtedly would be vain, and 
| unreaſonable, and truly imconliftent 
with the infinite Goodneſs of God in 
the purport of our Creation, as well 
as Ol-our Redemption. How can we 
6 1Ma- 
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imagine that the Almighty ſhould pro- 
pole infinite rewards to Grace and 
Vertue, if we are not in a Capacity to. 
obtain them 2 Why ſhould our Savi- 
our being gone betore us, cry aloud to. 
us all, {1o be followers of him as dear 
Children, as 5" wh CE. 1. UÞ Weocit. 
not move one itep in the way of Obe- 

dience towards him? Or can we ra- 
tionally conjecture, that the Promiles 
of the Goſpel (which are the grea- 
teſt incentives co an upright life ) 
ſhould be 'only temporary, and ſo be- 
come the ſole priviledge of the Age, 
wherein the Dilciples of Chriſt did 
live ? or that” the force and vertue 
of them ſhould not deſcend to future 
Apes of men, and {ſo reach to'our 
times? And muſt theſe promiſed Fa- 
vours of Heaven and Mercy, ceaſe ? 
and become extintt with the firſt Pro- 
teſſors of Chriſtianity ? and fo their 
Poſterity ſhall not reap the leaſt be- 
nefit by them ? certainly the unſpeak- 
able Bleſſings of Heaven, compre- 
hended in Gods gracious Promules, 
were not confin'd to one Family ; or 
thoſe ſ/acrs depoſita, or rich Legacies 
bequeath'd only to twelve principal 
Men, or a ſet number of other Dilci- 
ples 
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ples under the Goſpel. This is to 
have Mercy promis'd, and prefac'd 
with ruine and miſery, and thus for 
death eternal to us, to become legible 
in the Book of lite ; but weare fully 
aſlur*'d by a firm word of Gods ſacred. 
Promiſe, that everlaſting death and 
deſtruction ſhall ſeiſe on none, but 
only on the 1mpenitent, and diſobedient 
to the preſcrib'd Laws of the Goſpel. 
Gods Mercy then muſt not be contrac- 
ted into too narrow a compals ; for 
muſt the Goſpel which 1s the ealarged 
inſtrument of the Divine Goodnels , 
the cleareſt Patent of his Royal- Fa- 
vour, and the firmeſt conveyance of 
| his love to Mankind; I fay, muſt not 
that run in asgeneral terms, as the de- 
hgn of the Mercy was univerſal, when 
the habexdum, to have, and to hold 
| the Bleſſings of the Goſpel in the fa- 
| cred Promiſes of eternal Felicity, are 
extended to all men, that are willing, 
and ſo become fit to receive them ? 
For God does not except, or debar 
any from coming to him, zhat they 
might have everlaſting life. So that 
we may with a modeſt confidence ap- 
_ proach his Throne of Mercy : for we 
may purchaſe,& obtain Heaven without 
= M077, 
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' money, and without price ; for the Di- 
vine Mercies are not Merchandiſe, 
bur free Grace, and as frankly offered, 
and tendered to all men. Muſt Hea- 
ven then, this bleſſed eſtate, be ſetled 
only on the firſt-born of Chriſtians, in 
the beginning of the Church, in the 
infancy of the Goſpel ? And muſt we 
expect no portion of Gods Grace to 
make us capable of Heavenly felicities ? 
For Gods arm 1s not ſhertned, neither 1s 
the hand of hisMercy andBounty leſs 0- 
pen'd,and extended than it was before, 
and that to receive all into the ſweet: 
neſs of his embraces, that live 1n a due 
ſubmiſſion to his ſacred will on Earth. 
Letus then ſtir up, and quicken our 
ſelves, and ſo not neglect our own 
happineſs, by entertaining any undue 
apprehenſions either of God, or his 
Mercy ; or that any are infallibly de- 
creed, irreverſibly determin'd, not to 
have, or enjoy the -great largeſſes of 
Gods Bounty and benefts in the Goſ- 
pel. "Tis very ſtrange, that men 
ſhould fer up a fatal Decree as a fla- 
ming Sword ; which as it did turn e- 
very way to our firſt loſt Parents, ſo 
it ſhould have the ſame uſe and office 
as t0us, to keep us from the ms 
eads 
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| leads to eternal life. Then the grea- 
teſt induſtry will ſignifie no more, 
than the extremeſt ill husbandry ; and 
though a man 1s never ſo indefatiga- 
ble, and takes the greateſt pains to ob- 
tain Heaven, yet 1f not decreed to it, 
he ſhall reap no real advantage from 
all his toil and labour.; To what pur- 
poſe then ſhould we war, and fight a- 
painſt ſinand vice, (the moſt hoftile 
enemies of our ſouls, ) and overcome 
them, and their force, if we ſhall not 
receive the honour of a triumph ? 
| Muſt not ſucceſs, and victory be re- 
 warded with a Crown, and that of 
| ternal Glory? muſt the very fighe 
| imply a defeat ? and the Conquerours 
Sword be no more eſteem'd of than 
| the vanquiſht ignobler overthrow ? 
| bella geriplacuit? And thus mult poor 
Man be unhappy in his ſucceſs over 
| his inſulting and. tyrannous ſins, as 
well as in the defeat : which certain- 4 
| ly will be ſo, 1 there ſhall not be a | 
] future retribution, and reward con- BY 
| ferr'd onthem that labour for it. Now 
| the contrary DoQtrine 1s cried up, 
and admired only by the violent ſuf- 
| frages of ſuch, which own and ac- 
knowledge themſelves to be of the 
_ Conſfiſtory 
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Conſfiſtory of Gezeva: Now H it b& | 
fo, why then ſhould the holy Scri.. | 
pture repreſent the duty of every 


Chriſtian under ſuch phrafes, and 
expreſſions which do at once both en- 


courage and crown our greateſt in. 


duſtry, as by a race, with the aſſu- 
rance, if we run it with diligence, we 
{hall receive the moſt glorious prize : 
and fo the condition of every true 
Chriſtian is illuſtrated, and familiar 


ly ſet forth by a Combat, That if we 


manfully fight againſt all our ſpiritual 
enemies, we ſhall not fail of an eternal 
Crown, not of 4 corruptible one, 1aith 


lefſers ones were amongſt the Ro- 
714ns; but with one that bears a per- 
petual ſpring, which does flourith 
with a never dying, but an increaſing 
verdure. Why then ſhould any Set 
of Men contend for the fiercer way 
of abſolute Decrees? For the Coun- 
ci] call'd at Arles, againſt the deſpe- 
rate Hereſie of the Pelagzans, did de- 
nounce ſeyeral dreadful Anathema's 
apainft any Opinioniſt that ſhall pre- 
ume toaffirm, That a man that does 
finally periſh, could not have been 


ſaved; and inthe /alentine Council at 


the 


S. Paul, that fades away, as thoſe 
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the latter end of the third Canon, there 
are direful Curſes thundered out a- 
gainſt ſuch men, that unreaſonably 
maintain that Men ate Pfedeſtinated 
unto evil, fo that they cannot be other- 
wiſe. Inſomuch that in this caſe, fin 
and its concomitant puniſhmerit muſt 

+ become unavoidable. Now upon due 

 refletion, and conſideration, we {hall 

1 find and diſcover this Opinion labour- 

ing under great weakneſs and imper- 
fetion 3 for the DoRrines of Holineſs; 
and Meekneſs; might as well be 
preach'd to Wolves and Tygers, as to 
Men, if they are inevitably wicked : 
now as the one is not capable of under- 
{tanding the divine Precepts,and Com- 
mands; ſo 1s hot the other of perform- 
ing them, if any Decretory fentence 
of the Almighty is paſt tothe contra- 
ry. *Tis much to be admired, that 
lome Men in the world, fhould pef-_ 
| fuade themſelves, and others, that 

| God 1s more ſevere, than truly mer- 

| ciful ; *tis ſtrange, that men ſhotld ſtu 

| dy to find out inevitable ways of being 

Damned, and that Men ſhoutd be j 
lollicitous to have the Vail drawn a- 

| way from the face of divine Goodneſs 

| and Mercy. That Men ſhould be fo 

S earneit 
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earneſt and truly deſirous to behold 
the angry countenance of the Almigh- 
ty, that he ſhoyld appear in ſtorm and 
fury: I ſay, that men ſhould be more de- 

' lighted with the diſmal noiſe of Thun- 
der, War, and Terrour, than with 
the glad tidings of Peace and Recon- 
ciliation with God through the 
bleſſed Jeſus : Muſt the Lord always | 

| ſpeak from Mount Eba/? and ſhall 
© not the moſt inviting charming voice 

Cl be heard, and become audible from 
Mount Geriz:m ? would ſuch Men 
have God appear with all the atten- 
dance of wrath and fury towards | 
themſelves ? and why therefore ſhould 
he towards others of a different per- | ; 
{waſion in this point from themſelves? | |, 
Laſtly, I ſhall wind up all by declaring | | 
my perfect averſation, and diſlike of | , 
the Hypotheſis, both of the Supralap- | 
ſarian, and Sublapſariaw manner of | , 

explaining Gods Decrees: as to the | ; 
former, the proper objeCt of it, is. | | 

homo wondum conditus, not created ; to | x 

_confign Man to eternal Torments, be- | 

M 
bi: 


tore he 1s made, isto decree, to inflict 
an infinite evil on a guiltleſs and in- 

nocent creature : for being not made, | j, 
and 1o net capable of ating; he can- 
not 
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not deſerve everlaſting puniſhment, 
tor no penalty or judgement can 1nju- 
ſtice be inflicted, but in relation to 
ſome fault and crime. Now it. God 
ſhould condemn to perpetual puniſh- 
ment, thoſe that are truly innocent, 
a5 having not committed the leaſt im- 
piety, then he would become the Au- 
thour of more Evil, than ever he was 
an inſtrument of Good to them. For 
| the giving of*life, the indulgence to 
Man of a Temporal Being, muſt needs 
be eſteemed a leſſer Good ; as on the 
other ſide, to inflict on Man an eter- 
nal puniſhment, muſt needs be con- 
cluded a far greater Evil. Now Se- 
| condly, as to the other way of the $4- 
lapſarians, of appointing Man to end- 
leſs miſery, (as being fallen in Adam) 
| and fo lying in maſſa corrupta, in the 
corrupt maſs of Mankind, Upon this 
account, I preſume, that Perſon in his 
| 67. page of his Animadverſions on the 
Learned Dr. Heylin's Qnin-quarticular 
| H/fory,is too forward to challenge any 
Man now living, to ſhew that either 
Mr. Calvin,or any one leaven'd with 

| his Principles, did venture to affirm 
in Print, That God did decree to in- 
flick Damnation on any Man, but for 
Sy 2 {in : 
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fin: When Calvin affirms, that Dews 
reprobat quos vult, that the Lord doth |» 

reprobate whom he pleaſeth, uſing 

that familiar inſtance of the Porter's 

" having power over the Clay ; hcre we 
muſt know that S. Pau,!'s fimilitude 
muſt not be underſtood by S. 4u/trs, 
nor Calvin's Commentary. Thus 
you ſee *tis evident from rhe Gezevas 
DoRors words ; That it 1s not fin 
and impiety, but God himſelf that 
becomes the abſolute Reprobator of 
men. And the fore-mentioned Au- 
thor does plainly contradict himſelf, 
when he defines Reprobation to be a 
denial of Gods Grace, and to conſiſt in 
a preterition of ſome certain men, 
whoſe impenitence the Almighty re- 
ſolves not tocure. Certainly this al- 
lertion muſt needs be contrary to the 
Principles of right Reaſon, and *tis re- 
pugnant to- the very tenor of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures ; for if the a& of Re- 
probation 1s only the withdrawing or 
withholding of Gods Grace, needful 
for the avoiding of fin and wickedneſs; 

This Poſition does include an abſolute 
neceſſity of ſinning againſt God ; for, 

from the withdrawing of divine 

Grace, Sin and Impiety muſt needs 

be- 
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| Truth, to be as falſeas Man, by u- 
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become the conſequent ; for the Sun 
by withdrawing its light, occaſions 
darkneſs. Now the violent oppoler 
of the Learned Dr. Hey/;zn, goes highs 
er, very Impiouſly to aſſert, that 
there are ſome men that the Lord 
hath not. put under an obligation to 
repent; which words indeed, are no 
more ineffect than to ſet up two con- 
trary Wills in God ; ſince his re- 
vealed Will runs, That he would 

have all men every where to repent : 
which declaration muſt be moſt con- 
ſonant to his ſecret Will ; otherwile 
this is to repreſent the great God of 


ſing ſuch fallacious pretexts. For the 
Lord dentes his Grace to no man, but 
to them who too often, and too pre- 
lumptuouſly abuſe ir; and thereby _ 
| depriving themſelves of the advanta- 
_ ges, and benefit thereof ; Grace in 
the heart here, being an aſſured pledge 
of Glory hereafter, the one entitles 
men to the other, (divine Grace be- 
Ing but Glory begun in the Bud, and 
Bloſſom). And the ſame Authour 
tells us in the 90. page of his Book, That 
Salvation, and Damnation, arealways 
(if we ſpeak of the Adult ) ſecundum 


SJ bona, 
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"bona, & mala opera; according to good or 
evil works, Now this is a plain confel- 
| ſion of my Aﬀertion, when EleQtion 
ſhall proceed from a proſpeCt of pious, 
or wicked actions : thus Rewards or 
Puniſhments being conferr'd on the 
doing of ther, 


| andeſpecial care to draw men off from 
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Enae. xx 


26. A N D now I ſhall addreſs my 
/”A ſelf to all that labour inthe 
Lords Vineyard, in the Miniſtry of 
Souls, it ſhould be their great concern 


their weak pretences to, and as vain 
imaginations of, any irreſpective De- 
crees ; they ſhould not propagate ſuch 
malignant Dottrines, which diffuſe 
Peſtilence and Death, and too ſadly e- 
mitt and fend forth the effluvia's of 
Contagion, and thus inſenſibly cor- 
| rupt, and deſtroy the very vital Spirits 
| of Religion in true holineſs of life. 
The Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould not 
_ entangle men in Thorns and Eriars of 
| intricate diſputes, in the perplexing 
| ſubtilties of the Schools: But they 
ſhould ſet- men at liberty, free from 
doubts and ſcruples, to walk in the 
eaſie and plain paths of Chriſtian Du- 
ties, in the knowledge of facile, and 
d 4 ace 
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acceſſible truths. Divines ſhould not 
perplex mens minds with meer nice- 
ties; bur ſet them upgn the active 
_ part of Religion ; they ſhould in- 
- terdift men trom prying too narrow- 
ly into the Ark, into the hidden re- 
ceſſes of the Sanctuary, into ſecret 


 andſealed up Myfteries : For we muſt 


not expett to have a clear ligit of. 
ſome obſcure truths and Doftrines, 
where the Almighty hath caſt over 


_ thema ſhadow and a Cloud : Apolic- 


iu Rhodius Teports in the ſecond 


Book of his Argonauticks, That Phinems 
was wonderfully tormented by Fup:- 


tr, when he attempted to become the 
profeſt interpreter of his Myſteries ; 
hence the aMiQions of old Age ſeiſed 
on him, and which was a greater en- 
hanſement of his miſery and accu- 
mulation of his calamities, that he was 
depriv?d afhis eyes, at the ſame time, 


& i fag] gp repens YAUKeEegv gdos, and the 
Lord may juſtly puniſh men with ſpi- 


ritual blindneſs, when they become 
too inquiſitive into ſacred Myſteries, 
and fo they may incur that fatal judg- 
ment, That ſeeing, ' they ſhould ſee, yet 
not underfland ; and no wonder that 
ſuch yain ſpeculators, like ſome cu- 
458) | Tious 
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riqus Lapidaries, which do in ſome 
competcnt meaſure underſtand the 
nature of Jewels, yet are man 
times ſo induſtriouſly 1ntent, and 7 
dote, and dally ſo long with ſparkling 
objets, that they often loſe the be- 
nefit of their eyes, the organ thereof, 
which gives not only the greateſt 

| light to the Body, but indeed, lite to 
the Art. Te men of Galilee, why gaze 
 youthen into the Myſteries of Heaven , 
which will overcome you with the 
exceſs of their light and luſtre ? where- 
fore the faithful diſpenſers of the Go- 
ſpel, ſhould with the greateſt zeal, 
and love to the ſalvation of ſouls, 
purſue, and follow men cloſe, and not 
{uffer them to run into inextricable 
mazes and doubts : thus they ſhould 
preſcribe the great lines, and bounds 
of duty to every man, and the danger 
of going beyond them : © They ſhould 
not create new torments to their peo- 
ple by afflicting Controverſies. All 
true Miniſters ſhould rather preach up 
ſuch plain, yet ſolid DoQrines of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which do highly 
promote the power, and advance the 
efficacy thereof in the holineſs of mens 
converſations. - Since the practick 
1 | og 
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part of Chriſtianity is almoſt deſtroy- 
ed and {wallowed up by the ſpecula- 
tive, in the inceſſant contemplation of 
high, and ſublimer Notions Yet men 
may be in the too critical ſpeculation 
_ of fome Divine truths, like S. Peter 
in the Deep, and if the hand and pow- 
er of the Almighty, with the aſſi- 
ſtance of his Holy Spirit, did not time- 
ly ſuccour them, they might ſink 
down-right into a greater abyſs of in- 
fidelity, and unbelief, So that now 
though we have no key that opens - 
into the ſecret receſſes of Chriſtian Re- 
11g10n, yet we may be admitted an en- 
trance into the knowledge of the moſt 
neceſſary and faving truths, which 
may become more advantageous, and 
truly uſeful to us all. For all men_ 
are commanded, and {ſhould be awa- 
ken'd by Gods louder Calls, to make 
the moſt diligent enquiry after the 
true knowledge of our duty, and that 
by a ſtrict ſearch into the revealed Will 
of God. We ſhould not therefore e- 
ſpouſe ſuch dangerous opinions, which 
many men have made no other uſe of 
(as you have heard at large in my for- 
mer Diſcourſe ) but only as an 4/5- 
= lm, and ready Sanftuary for = 


their | 


| ' hone floth and Jazineſs to have Te- ' 


| ſecurely in their own boſoms, in the 
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courſe unto: for the Doctrine of irre- 
ſpective Decrees, does make men ang 
. 2 requiem to their ſouls ; and mo 
men arelulPd faſt afleep in carnal ſe- 
curity by ſach fatal charms, and this 
makes men become like So/omop's 


Sluggard, folding up their hands very 


careleſs negleft of their Chriſtian du- 
ties, & their greateſt concern under the 
bleſſed adminiſtration of” the Goſpel: 
For truly, men may become good, if 
they will makea right application of 
the means of divine Grace and Good- 
neſs, to make them ſo. And the moſt 
dangerous and inveterate diſeaſes of fin 
and vice, may be eaſily cured, if we 
would uſe the proper remedies pre- 
ſcrib'd in the divine diſpenſatory of 
Gods word. For the all-{ufficient me- 
 rit of the Sacrifice of Chriſt, is freely 
| offered, andas readily tendered to all 
men under the Goſpel; and the infi- 
aite, vertue thereof, does confilt in the 
proper and effectua] application of the 
lame, to the end that we may be heal- 
ed of our. Tranſgreſſions. Now the 
nature of our Redemption by Chriſt, 
' bs PRUNYY ſet forth to the moſt vulgar 


appro 
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apprehenſions bythe Catholick or 11- 
niverſal remedy, which is ſaid to cure 
all the Diſeaſes in the body of Nature 
by overcoming them , by corrobora- 
ting and ſtrengrthning the eſſence there- 
of 1n danger to be diflolv'd ; now the 
ſuffering of our blefled Saviour, with 
the ſpecifick vertue thereof, does 1m- 
port the ſame cure, his merits being 
truly analogous, and carrying a ſimilar 

_ correſpondence with the fore-menti- 
on'd remedy whereby a man endea- 
vours to keep. a due conformity with 
Chriſt, by univerſal obedience, and 
by. this effeCtual application made by 
Faith ; Almighty God brings every 
man in, and he may ſo continue in a 
 ſateof falvation, and that by an ative 
life of Grace. :For no man 1s cut off 
trom the Covenants of Gods Goodneſs 
and Mercy, by the hand of Divine ju- 
ftice; but only ſuch who do violently 
oppoſe, and ſo do not actually perform 
the conditions of that blefled Covenant 
of Grace, as-in Fohz 3.16. #mn; 33 534mn- 
ow 6 $865* So God loved the World of 
Men, inthis very manner he did give 
us the greateſt argument of it, he 
zving his only Son, that whoſoever 
Jhaul believe in him, ſhould not periſh, 


but 
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bat have everlaſtins life. So that the 
general purpoſe of divine Goodnels, is, 
to make all partakers of eternal ſalva- 
tion by Chrift, by a firm and real be- 
liefin him ; without any politive de- 
termination of any particular perſons 
| either way, but as they are tru- 
ly Believers. For that, our Faith 
and Repentance are the reſpeCtive 
qualifications- 1n the Divine Preſci- 
ence, in intuition and conſidera- 
on of which, we are truly. Eleted of 
God. But ſome men will never bein- 
duc'd to believe in Chriſt, and ſo their 
ſins. do reach and grow at laſt to the 
higheſt malignity, and thus ſuch men 
paſs with the alike enmity againſt God 
with the Apoſtate Angels ; and ſo they 
commence both Fiends and Devils. 
But now Omntpotence, infinite Wyſ- 
dom, and Goodneſs (theſe three as 
of the divine Nature and Eſſence ) 
ating in the Divinity, /bertate liber- 
1ima, with the greateſt freedom, they 
did contrive a way, and did find out 
a remedy to redeem mankind from 
their able eſtate, to a far better ca- 
pacity ofating by the means of Grace, 
and that in order to eternal Bliſs, For, 
by what we do naturally,we cannot be 


 ad- 
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advanc'd beyond the ſphere of Nature: 


it muſt then be plainly confeſt, that it 
is by the aſſiſtance of divine Grace, 
that we arriveto, and reach a ſuper- 


natural end. But now ſome mens too 


curious inquiſitiveneſs may prompt 
them to ask and inquire, why the 


ſtate of the Apoſtate Angels is irre- 


_coverable, and truly helpleis, as moſt 
evidently appears from their continual 
War held and maintain'd againſt the 
Lord to this very day, from the Cre- 
ation ; the Defenſive part being Gods 


Tuſtice ; the Offenſive one, the Devils 


Sin and conſtant Rebellion. Why 
then could not our Saviour Chrift, 
who 15 the incarnate Wiſdom of the 
Father, find qut a way to expuate, and 
{latisfe for intelleQtual Spirits, as 
well as for men (Corporeal Rationals) 
the former being equally Creatures , 
and ſo conſequently, might be co-part- 
ners, and joint partakers of endleſs 
happineſs ? TI anſwer, among ſeveral 
Reaſons alledg'd by the Schoolmen, 
and the Primitive Fathers of the 
Church, that Gods Mercy did more 
peculiarly ſhine forth, and become 
more eminently conſpicuous 1n the 


Redemption of Mankind ; and that a 


Par- 
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particular eye and glance of favour was 
directed and ſet upon faln Man, as 
the Author to the Hebrews plainly de- 
clares, Heb. 2.16. For werily he took 
not upon him the nature of Angels, but he 
zook on him the ſeed of Abraham ; lo 
that I preſume in ſubmiſſion to more 
acute. and abler judgements, that it 1s 
no Improbable Argument to evince 
the truth of this ; That there being no 
generation of Spirits, there could be 
_ no Hypoſtatical union of one Nature 
| withthe other, and ſo to make upan 
_ Expiatory Sacrifice for faln Angels ; 
and now that they being 1n this con- 

_ dition, they muſt needs want the 
means of reconciliation with God, 
& 11 Man had not bzen a /peczes, the Hu- 
mane Nature, being productive of In: 
dividuals, which the Angelical Na- 
ture 1s not : how could the ſecond 
Perſon in the Trinity have been be- 
gotten. a ſufficient Sacrifice ; ſince all 
individual Men (till the power of the 
Almighty did overſhadow the Virgin 
Mary) were conceived in Original 
lin, and fo they muſt conſequently be. 
uncapable of being an Atonement tor 
_ theſame? and how could one Nature 
expiate, and thus fatisfie for the tranl- 

| py 4 | 6 oreſli- 
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greſſion of another Nature? for how 


can the Humane make the leaſt ſatis. 


faction for the Angelick ? For though 
Chriſt was crucited, yet it was only 
the humane Nature that did ſuffer, 


that was dead and buried, and lay in 
the Grave ; the Divinity of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour being truly impaſlible. 


Now for this very reaſon the faln An- 
gels ſtil] continuing their irreconcile- 
able enmity, who endeavoured to ad- 

vance their {trength, and that by ſe- 


ducing Mans depraved Nature ; theſe 


Infernal Spirits, I ſay, are no more ca- - 


pable of the _— of God, but on: 
ly of that paſſive Divine Juſtice, which 
is the juſt deprivation of themſelves 


of that happy eſtate they too ſoon did 


Jadly fall from, who by their ambiti- 
ous aſpiring, did wholly ſubvert them- 
ſelves. Now the Almighty does vin- 
dicate himſelf in the infinite perfeRi- 
on of his own divine Nature, where: 
by he does exert his mighty Power, 
and that by keeping the Devils under 
the juſt puniſhment of evil, who could 
not be kept in, nor any way reduc'd to 
the praftice of good; and thus the 


Lord does make them ſuffer his divine 


will, when he could not make them to 
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_ perform and-do it. For the Devils | 3 
trom the reflexive goodnels of- their 
own created Nature , did flie in 
the face of the Majeſty of Heaven. 
"Hence indeed their created Perfe<ti- 
ons and natural Excellencies did re- 
coil back with the greateſt ingratt- 
tude, and the moſt daring force of in- 
ſolence on the Supreme Donor of all 
their wonderful endowments ; lo that 

you evidently ſee that the Apoſtate 
Angels did ſhut themſelves out of 
Heaven, they being caſt out for-their 
inſulcing Pride, and the conſequenc 
ſin ofa high Rebellion. Andthusin 
this very way, and manner, they did 
become their own Judgment, and that 
by being out of God, and at defiance 
with him, and fo they did receive a 
proportionate puniſhment in an eter- 
nity of ſufferings ; as our Saviour him= 
ſelf pronounces the ſad Doom, and fa- 
| tal Sentence on the diſobedient with 
_ them, as you may read it in Marth. 25. 
41. Depart frommeye curſed into ever« 
laſting fire, prepar*d for th: Devil and 
his Angels, Now as for the prepara- 
tio) of Hell, I fully perſwade my 
| {elf}, it was the work of the Rebel-crea- 
ture, more than of the great Creator ; 
F. 2 bo and 
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and Mans (in and enmity againlt God 


did beget . this , punitive act, which 
was truly conſequential from the 
lapſe of thele exalted Creatures : for 


that which we call anger in Man, does 


wholly take its riſe from its proper 


Object : now this could not poſlibly be 


inherent in the true and-ellential na- 


ture ofthe Divinity, for there are not. 


any paſſions in God, and there was no 
Anger. heard of, no ſuch thing during 
the Hexameron, or {1x dayes work of 
Creation, that we can, or do read of ; 
tor atthat time, the Almighty did pro- 
nounce this Judgement of his Works, 


1n Gen. 1.ntt, Azd God ſaw all that he 


had made. was good ; neither can we 
1magine-there was any divine diſplea- 
Jure on the Sabbath day ; neither can 
we make any reaſonable conjecture 
for it, unlels 44a did prophane the ho- 
ly Sabbath, and diſobey'd that ſolemn 
Command of nor eating at one and 
the ſame time, fo that from hence pu- 
niſhment does take its riſe and com- 
mence, an1 the ſad preparation of Hell 


was occafion'd by this ſtrange at of | Pt 


the Lords,ithar of his punitive juſtice, 


24 


and the-taln Angels: muſt of neceflity | Ci 


make-their- own Hell;; fince it could = 
go pb 


nor 
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not ' but be co-val with their heavy. 
fall; as the Poets Fable does ſuggeſt 
the Moral, That Jupiter tumbling 


down headlong, Yulcan ' did break 


two Mountains aſunder, and {6 did 
make 4 middle Place for him, he v1o- 
lently falling into a Gulph, or Abyſs 
of Miſery. Now a proper reſemblance 
of a region of horrour, we have plain- | 
ly diſcovered from Lake 16. 26. 
where Abraham afſlures the rick 
man, that there isa great gulph fixed, 
tire) nur x, wie recur ionenru, I here 1s 


a great Chaſm made, and occaſt-_ 


ried by horrid fin, and impiety, 
So that they that would brve a paſſage 


made from hence to you , cannot, net 


| ther can they paſs to us that would come 


from thence. Now from hence we 
may very ſafely infer what a deplo- 
table condition fin brings Angels, and 
ſo it likewiſe does Men into : and what 
an increaſe of miſeries this condition 


| of enmity and ſinning againſt God does 


beget, and as unhappily produce and 
fropagens So that Hell it ſelf is on- 
7 Gods neceſſary execution of the. 


? 


Creatures voluntary a, and the de- 
 truſion of him into that conſequent mi- 


krable eſtate, that indeed being no 
Tn __  morse 
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more than the compenſation ofpunitive 


jultice, and that by g1vIng, and Ccon- 


ferring on ſinful Man his own. So 
that the Almighty can be really ſaid 


to be no more ſevere in his unwilling 


at of Damnation of any individual 
perſon, than a juſt Judge of Afſiſe is 


for the declarative ſentence of con. 
demnation on a guilty perſon,in which 


he does not hang the Felon, but only 


ſhews how he truly hangs himlſelt. 
Since there 1s no fin but which is natu- 
rally its own ſcourge, and all iniquity 
becomes its own rod, and puniſhment ; 
ſo that every criminal proves his own 
Lictor, and the ſole author of his own 


calamity, 8& thus brings fuel toencreaſe 


the moſt ſcorching flame. And thisis 
the ſad occaſion of our Saviours pathe- 
tical expoſtulation with his Auditors, 
and not only with them, but with rhe 


whole world, Why they would ſo wiolently 


purſue the wayes of death ? and that they 


would not come anto hin that they might 


heve life, as in Joh.5. 40. For God 
hinders none from the uſe of the means, 
and that in order to eternal life, and 


lalvation, And laftly, E might here 


prelent ro you another moſt cogent 
Argument, why the faln Angels could 
not 


\ 
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not be re-inſ{phear'd into their Primi- 
tive bleſſed condition, becauſe they 
had their fnite, and ultimate perfect; 
on in their Creation, which Mankind 
_ certainly had not, and ſo they falling 
trom their firſt ſtate, - did as ſoon fall 
from the means too : which poor Man 
did not, for he was fully aſſur'd of a 
{ſupport by the gracious Promiſe of 
Mercy through Chriſt, as ſoon as he 
prevaricated, and fell from God by dif- _ 
_ obedience : And ſince no particular 
man 15debarr'd from the moſt neceſ- 
ſary help of che means of Gods infinite 
Mercy in the Goſpel; We ſhould all 
therefore from hence receive the grea- 
teſt encouragement to declare our 
Chriſtian Principles, by that of our 
Practice, and that by living up in obe- 
dience to all Gods Commands and di- 
vine Laws. Though the teachers of 
_ | abſolute Predeſtination think it not 
truly neceſſary ; for I know, there 15a 
Sect of men in the world, who have, 
and do entertain an invincible pre. 
judice againſt Evangelical Precepts ,. 
(as being difficult, and almolt w1-* 
| poſſible to be obey*d, and duly fub-- 
mitted to) for this Generation-of 
Men introduce them on the ſtage of, 
3 2 re © 


Ten VII - 4 CEPT 
S. 7 Ft a i. © 7 . 
3 OT Deo 


278 A Diſcourſe of the 


the World, with a very auſtere and 


_ dreadful face of ſeverity, when in 
truth, the Commands of our bleſſed. 


Saviour under the Goſpel, do not car- 
ry ſo formiJable an aſpect, and ſo af- 
frighring an appearance,as the enemies 


to them do preſent them with, when 


*us only fear, combining with a ready 


prejudice againſt Goſpel Duties, and 
Commands, which prompts to the 


greateſt diſſualives from a due per- 
formance of them. Thus theſe Mens 


united prejudices do lay and 'bring- 


-mrgie impolitions and troubles to the 


willingneſs that adds the preſſare and 


the burthen to them. So that the - 


eangy way and purer part of the Go- 
pel, becomes not ſo TrieVOus 1N It ſelf, 


but in the opinion, and prejudicated 
tancies of men ; and the ſeeming diffi- 


culty of Divine Precepts is rais'd, and 
advanc'd only by the power and force 
ofa vain imagination, fo that it is only 


conceit of that raiſes bliſters, and-galls 


the hearts of Chriſtians, more indeed 


thanour Saviours facile and eaſie yoke 


does, ſince the duties of the Goſpelare 


not to hard to be praQtisd, neither are 


the 


oul. ?TFis this makes Chriſts yoke the 
heavier, when *cis not duty, but un: 
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the great Mandates of Heaven ſo un- 


reaſonable, as not to be obey*d, as is fo 
familiarly, and commonly pretended 
by fome, who perfectly reſolve to ob- 
ſerve fewor none. Now the Goſpel 
1s the great Magazin of our ſtrength, 
from whence we may fetch ſo great 
Auxiliaries, and freſh ſupplies of Grace 
and help, as will eaſily ({ilence the pre- 
tended Plea of Mans difability. And 
though it muſt be readily  confeſt, that 
_ from the Principles of debilitated na- 
ture, we cannot perform all the divine 
Commands, ſo that this ſhould inſpi- 
rit our dull and unactive tempers to 
erfiſt in thoſe paths, that afſuredly 

[cad to the bleſſed and promiſed Land, 
the trne Heavenly Cazazz. We ſhould 
- nor therefore call up, and excite freſh 
deſtres after Onyons and Garlick, ſince 
the Dottrines 'of the Goſpel of Grace, 
_ do not forbid any kind of ']Jawful and 
| juſtenjoyments. '  Chriſts Preceprs do 
not, deny Shin demands of the 
apperite, bur only its luxuries, and ri- 
ots; the one, the Sroicks even Heathens 
willinformi you, was founded in Na-. 
tire, the other introduc'd by the Fall, 
| by the ſadder depravation'of Man. 
So thar the deflan of the Gofpel Com: 
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| rnands did not only ſuperadd ap excel- 
' Jency , but a _ good to all | 

men. For Goſpel injunctions, are the - 
beſt and btreſt Bridles to reſtrain the 
exorbitancies of corrupted nature, and 
mildly to correCt its rage, and 1npe- 
tuous fury ; for it daily and viſibly ap- 
pears, that the vapoyrs and fumes, 
that ariſe from crude indigeſted 
lgads of meat and drink, do but 
cloud the cleareſt intelle&, and quite 
obſcure our reaſon, and bring a diſmal 
darkneſs and forgetfuineſs on the 
minds of men. Nay, they convert a 
rational Being into a meer Animal, 
for exceſs does only feed the Beaſt, 
and thus ſtarve the Man. Now 
the Inſtitution of Goſpel-Precepts 
(the obſervation of which the Do- 
Etrine of conditional EleQtion does re- 
quire and imply) was chiefly and prin- 
cipally intended to mortifie the inſult- 
ing power of the fleſh, to uſher in the 
due reſtraints thereof, and not to in- 
flame the ſenſual appetite, and that 
by a. reater acceſſion of fuel to 
increale 1ts rage. So that our bleſſed 
Saviour did not come to root out the _ 
1anate Principles of the ſoul, but to 
Cut off the great and growing luxuri- 
nT. Ee 
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ances of them, and all to withdraw 
the heart from the corrupt intereſt of 
| the fleſh; _ ſince the byals and tenden- 
cy of the ſoul does moſt incline, and 
' runs violently this way. Now Chri- 
 ſtian Religion does not in this little 
Vineyard of the Lord eradicate the fa- 
culty, but only abſcinds the toonume- 
rous exorbitancies and excreſcencies 
of it ; the intent 1s to prune the Bran- 
ches, not to deſtroy the Roots : for 
Chriſt in the Goſpel does not preſcribe 
the cutting off of right hands, and the 
pulling out of right eyes, but only to 
' divide between mens ſouls, and their 
beloved ſins, which many times are 
as dear to them, as the moſt tender. 
members of their Bodies; for now 
God expeAs no Limb, but rather the 
fin of the ſoul to be cur off, and no part, 
but of the Body of the old Man of Sin 
within us; -and there js .no neceſſity 
under the Goſpel of pulling out right 
czes, but the removing the ſinful glan- 
ces, the irregular and viler. motions 
thereof. And hereI may very juſtly in- 
terrogate, why men ſhould gratifie the 
molt importunate cravings of their 
fſual appetites, more than they 
0 the ſollicitations of their reaſon ? 
1 BJ 


* 


. 


282 


LY 


A Diſcourſe of the 
For we may make plentiful obſervatt- 


ons of the {ad' effefts of: the former, in 
the il} and faral conſequences of intem- 


finquiſh ſober reaſons dittares ſo much; 
as to condeſcend' to the ſuggeſtions of 
our grofſer faculties? for mult the more 
brutiſh Rnfirtvepart prevail? and thus 


cheBeaſtablolutely rule ahd'govern the + 
Man; ard "miſt we fotidly indulge _ 
ro thoſe. vilet concupiſcentes, thatare 
ft to, att © become the 


—_— epitgyhs 
gr eafe(t 6b 
aad ermpite of reaſon ? Fiowever vo. 


tuptucus'amnd4oo ſenſuaP perſons ſecrr 


to be atigiy! with themfelves , thar 
they ars mdeed men, nay, they openly 
dectare theff: malice to their rations? 
faculty, Þy theirpraftice,” and debau- 
cheries, iforhtich that they all endea- 
vour by 
ro ſuppreſs iras their Breateft enemy; 
and ſo fo" quench: and utterly exrin- 
gviſh 'this inmate ſpark of the Divini- 
ty, by tlie #jeftion of reo much fuel; 


a 
drink ati itquor on it: fo that if the 
voice of the animal and irrational part 
within us, might be duly heard and 
hearkened unto, it would as —_ 

= 


ance it ſelf. For why ſhould we re- 
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the: power of intemperance | 
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eftly argue with ſome men, as Be/car's 
Aſs did with his Maſter ; Why doſt 

thou prick and goad nie to thy own 
ruine? why doſt thou load me with 
ſuch a weight of luxury and exceſs, 
that I muſt needs ſtagger and fall un- 
der my burden and heavier preſſure? 
So that not only Gods Divine Law, 

- but that of Nature ſeems to withſtand 
and oppoſe us in eur too eager pur- 
ſuits after fin, and rior; for all voluptu- 
ous mens lives are rather, the real 
tranſcripts ofthe Tarkiſh Alcoran, than 
of Gods ſacred Word, who indeed en- 
joy their imaginary Heaven here in 
this World ; which-is/ really to be. 
immerſt in all ſenſual impurities and 
pollutions: and thus futh'men do form 
and fancy to thernfelves ſuch a Para- 
diſe, as the Mahomitun Doftrine ten- 
ders and promiſes ts'its Voraries and 


f 


Proſelytes;- whiclvithe:moft vile! Epi- 
cures delighting in,” iy | this manner 
do compleat their torment, and their 
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been diſtours'd coftcerning the fad'ef-' 
_ may | be as well 'affrm'd contetn-' 
ing other Goſpel Canvriiinds and Pre = - 


ſup- 
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ſapprefſing of a Spirit of malice and 
revenge ; which indeed fo {trict a 
Dodrine of our bleſſed Saviour, ſome 
men do as vainly explode,they fo unrea- 
ſonably pretending, that this aſſertion 
does repeal, and wholly reverſe the 
very inſtints of the Law of Nature ; 
for this does ſeem to be as many Mira- 
cles propos'd, as there be different | 
tempers and conſtitutions of men in the 
World : ſo that it is commonly alledg- 
_ ed, That this is a DoQtrine very fitly 

adapted to the pitiful humour of faint 

and degenerate Spirits, who breath 

forth nothing but cowardice and fear, 

whoſe ſouls do ſeem as ſoon to fly out 
_ of their Bodies, as reverberated Air 
does from the quicker motion of their 
Lungs. Hence ſome perſons are ſo confi- 
dent asto nts that thisGoſpel-Law 
of being humble and meek,is to be real- 
Iy ſervile and ſordid, and thus to bear 
one injury 15 really to invite and re. 
queſt another ; this is but to beſpeak 
new wrongs, and freſher aſſaults of 
unkindneſs. Now all this muſt be 
acknowledg*d to be the bolder voice 
of nad po: . nature, or rather the 
weak and infirm arguments of the moſt 
paſtionate and malicious perſons, 


who 
be- 
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| become ſo exceeding ſenſible of inju- 
ries, which many tunes have no other 
ſubſiſtence, than what is deriv'd from 
a curiouſly working imagination: for a 
meer buſie fancy will give birth and 
being to many of them, and this adds 
Feathers to the Arrows which could 
not flie, nor penetrate mens breaſts and 
| hearts before, *tis only a meer conceit 
muſt inform us that we are really 
wounded, -and deeply injur'd by o- 
| thers; thus when mendolook at the 
wrong endof a Glaſs, they ſtill mul- 
tiply and add to any thing that looks 
but like a wrong. So that the mali- 
cious man does but ſpin and weave his 
torment out of his own Bowels ; he 
does anticipate his ſuffering 1a his very 
crime, thereby infliting due puniſh- 
ment on himſelf, and he unhappily be- 
gins his Hell here, by conſtantly living 
in the fire & flame:Now the purer Do- 
arine of Chriſt, and the mild precepts 
of the Goſpel, muſt never be efteem?d 
_ ſtrictandunreaſonable, ſince they carr 
the greateſt aptitude and aantera 
to, and with our rational natures. And 
lince the very conſtitution of Man does 
include the power of reaſon, as well 


as that inferiour and ſubſervient one of 
ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, we ſhould ſubmit to its ſove- 
raignty, and ſo become obedient to the 
commands of a Superiour ; we ſhould 
not therefore be drawn away by the vi- 
olent inſtigation of ſenſe, and ſenſual 
deſires, and thoſe pitiful little appetites 
of revenge, which ſhould rather be di- 


verted, and fer againſt their proper ob- 


jects, our fins, and deſperate iniquities. 
I.might alſo here preſent you with the 

great equity and the ſtrict obligations 
of the moſt pure and holy injunctions of 


_ the bleſſed Jeſus under the Oeconomy 


of the Goſpel, but I muſt confine my 
ſl to my engaged Province. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


27. TOR OM what [have ſo largely 
þ diſcourſt of, we may quickly 

diſcover the great preheminence the 
poſition of conditional Decrees hath 
beyond that of abſolute ones: the for- 
mer does ſtrictly require an entire uni- 
form ſanQity of life, *ris fuch as does 
carry the moſt undeniable obligations 
tothe moſt regular piety in our Chri- 
ſtian courſe ; whiles on the other hand, 
the Libertines of the Age make uſe of 
the opinian of irreſpeQtive Predeſtina- 
tion, as the moſt plauſible and war- 
rantable plea for the careleſs negle& 
of practical duties 1n the general tract 
of their converſation. Nay, ſome will 
produce this ſo pernicious an aſſertion 
 tolegitimate the vileſt impurities, and 
to juſtifie the perpetration of the moſt. 
enormous Crimes; for ſuch is the. 
force of this horrible eachantment, 
that it animates men on to attempt a- 
ny thing, and they proclaim aloud, that 


” ml 
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this ſaving DoArine of Saintſhip (as | 


they term 1t ) will truly conſecrate and 


hallow the fouleſt prophanations in | 
their lives and ations; nay ſome in | 


the world preſume higher, that their 
moſt horrible crimes cannot reſcind, 


or cancel the immutable Decree of Di- 


vine Ele&ion ; ſo that on the too great 
confidence of this known Antidote, 
many now ſtill are, and have been en. 
courap*d to imbibe, and ſwallow down 


the moſt deadly and deſtruRive Poy- 


ſons and Errors, which yet unavoi- 
dably will work their ſadder ruine 


and deſtruftion : for certainly there 
can be no antecedent decree of the Al- 


mighty, that does infallibly ſeal and 
conſign men to everlaſting ſalvation, 


ſet up, and unhappily ereCt a quite 
contrary and counter-diſcipline to that 
of the Goſpel, as does clearly appear 
from Titzs 2. 11. For the grace of God 


(that is, the DoCtrine of the Goſpel 


of Grace) which brinzeth ſalvation, hath 
appeared unto all men, teaching and fully 
inſtrutting us to deny all ungodlineſs, and 
worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righte- 


ouſly, 


thereby to embolden men readily to 
engage in the moſt notorious, and vi- 
leſt praQtices. For this fatal Tenet does 
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dnſly, and godly in this preſent world, IN 

which la't Verſe, is included the epito- 

me and {umm of a Chriſtians duty, 
both towards God, His Neighbour, and 

himſelf: For, *tis moſt evident from . 

holy Writ, in this grand Charter of 

Gods Mercy, in theſe records of un- 

doubted Truth, That there does nor 

occur the leaſt clauſe importing, or a- 

ny way ſignifying an immunity from 

the conſtant performance of all Gol: 
pel duties, neither is there any thing 
tending 1n the holy Scriptures to can- 
cel and difannul Gods Commands, or 
1n order to free us from a {tri&t and Re- 
ligious obſervance of the ſame ; and 
here none {hould lay too great weight 
on their confidence of their being Pre« 
deſtinated to eternal life, when *tts 
ſo eaſie to perceive, that their very _ 
ground-work will fail them ; and ſo 

| miſerably deceive, arid betray them 
at laſt. For the Devil does cun- 
ningly contrive this fatal treachery, 

| | thereby to undermine, and thus eter- 

| nally toruine Mens immortal fouls: Let 

| | no SeCtaries whatſotever then adven- 

' | tureto turnand become fo much Chy-' 
miſts, as to extract a confidence of fu- 
ture happineſs out of very unlikely in- 

" gredi- 
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gredients, and Predeſtinarian Princi- 

ples. For if Heathens themſelves who 

did own and acknowledge a Supreme 

Pawer, by the very ſtrength of reaſon ; 

did live up as you have heard in my_ 

former Diſcourſe, to their native Reli- 

gion, and thoſe impreſſions of Piety | 
they did bring along with them in- 
to the World, all which was done 
in a due. obedience tothe Law of Na- 
ture. How much more {hould Chri- 
 ſtians exceed them 1n the conſtant ex- 

_ ercile of Evangelical Commands and 
Preſcriptions. Now what the Hea- 
thens did, it was from the meer in-_ 
ſtintofhumaniry ; and ſhall not Chri- 
ftians do much more from an enliven- 
ning Principle of Divine Grace ? Nay, 
many of the ſtricter Moralilts, did live 
ſomuch up to that natural light of rhe 
foul ſbining forth in the Law of Na. 
ture, and the ſame reflefted in emi- - 
nent as of Heroick vertue, that ſome 
learned Men have been prompted to - 
a full belief, that theſe "a Pt the 
fevereft and moſt exquiſite Torments, 

nay, Death it ſelf, for Vertues ſake, 

have receiv'd the bleſſed reward 
of their aCtiags in cternal Glory. Fox 
fome of them have willingly laid 


_ down 


down their lives in2 ready atteſtation 
of this fundamental Truth, ofthe E- 
ternal Being and Divinity of a God ; 

and ſhall ſyuch Mens Perſons be reg 
 ſered for their moſt vertuous ations ? 

and have their Names orfly enroll'd in 
the Catalogue of Martyrs; Why then 
ſhall ſome daringChriſtians raſhlycon- 
demn the purer Heathen for their mo- 
ral virtues ? and yet hope ta be abſoly'd 
themſelves, and thatin being guilty of 
the worlt of Vieas ? ?*Tis ſtrange ment 
ſhould ſo violently contend for the 
ſplendid and glorious Title of being 
call'd Chriſtians, when they ſhall ap- 
pear concern'd in the commiſſion of 
ſuch deteſtable aQts as plainly denom1s 
nate them to be none at all. And 
_ who areainfinitely out=done by meer 
Heathens in their pra&ices. So that 
now it may be here urg'd, and en- 
quir'd, what ſhall, and 1s become of 
all thole moſt ancient Heroe's ſo me+ 
| morable and famous for truly vertu- 
ous atchievements. For they were 
never under the yifible covenant of 
Gods Grace and Mercy, and fo cor» 
lequently, they were not capable of 
{alyation by Chriſt, 1 anſwer, That 
our bleſſed Lord was the Saviour of all 
. U 2 Men, 
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Men, bur eſpecially of them that truly 


believe inhim ; and that the infinite 


Wiſdom of the Father, did by the 


Book of Nature, and the Law thereof 
written in ſuch mens hearts ; I ſay he. 


did thereby bring multitudes into a 


ſtate of ſalvation, zz virtute meriti Chri- 
ſtr, vohom he could not bring ſub pre-- 


rogatfus virtutis meriti, that 1s, under 
the ſaving power of - Chriſts Merits, 
which does conſiſt in the due preach- 
1ng, andas ready hearing and receiving 


_ of his ſacred Word, and in the due ad-_ 
miniſtratiop and uſe of the bleſſed Sa- 


craments : ſo that it may be truly ſaid, 
and ſafely aftirm®d of all thoſe refin'd 
Moral Philoſophers, and eminent Pro- 
fellors of virtuons and Moral ations, 
as our bleſſed Saviour did pronounce 
of the young man in the Goſpel, That 
they were zot far from the Kingdom 


of Heaven, For indeed the Law of 
Nature was the Baſis and Foundation 


on which our Saviour himſelf, and all 


his Apoſtles did build, and ſuperſtru& 


the moſt elevated Precepts under the 
Goſpel .; ſo. that there is nothing 


enjoyn'd in the one, but what.is per- | * 


fettly agreeable, and conſonant to, and 


with the other. For Chriſt did noten-- 


deavour 
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deavour to raiſe a- new ſtructure of 
Principles on _the ruine-of Moſes his 
Law ; hedid only deſign to clear that 
Glaſs, that it might adminilter a more 
plentiful light, ,and ſo it might more 
eminently diſcover the leaſt fpots and 
blemiſhes of our depraved niture ; ne1- 
ther did our bleſſed Saviour intend to 
rob his peculiar; people.the Jews, of 
this Jewel, but he.did come, and make 
it hjs buſineſs:only to cleanſe it, that 
ſoit might ſparkle forth its due and ge- 
nuine luſtre, and thus irreſiftably re- 
fect their ſeveral imperfections, and 
their greateſt deformities .in their ve - 
ry faces. So that you tnay clearly 
ſee that every mans duty 1n the al- 
moſt worn out- and eras'd lines of the 
old Law, was to be renewed, and ſo 
carefully preſerved under the Goſpel, 
but however with the addition, and 
greater advantage of new and freſh 
colours, drawing nearer to'the life 1n 
the times of the Goſpel, where lome 
irregularities were correXed' by the 
milder and more skilful hand of an 
Artiſt. For the Jews did only doat on 
en re 7D ian? -4t Ex: IT | 
| the bare and qld letter of the Law, fo 


that they did verily imagine,: that their 


«SF © : 
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ourward legal Purifications would Pro- 
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nal life being now brought to light by the 


Goſpel; that is, we Chriſtians now have 


ties, than ever the Heatheis, or ths 
d 


a clearer diſcovery, and a fulfer revela- 
tion of every oneof our Chriſtian du- 


I 


peculiar] people the Jews, were rnade 
partakers of ; inſofnch thit it is out 
greateſt and highieſt coficern to make 
the beſt uſe of the means of Gods Grace 
and Mercy u nder the” Goſpel: for of 


cannot reaſdnab! og we e any watt 


fc& therein to 


WY 
e 


in them, or the leaſt 


have all mento be ſaved, 


alin and iniquity 
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make us everlaſtingly happy : for ifthe 
cordials of Gods ſaving Grace, do loſe 
their deſigned effeR, the fault is not.in 
the Phyſician but only 1n the ſtomach 
of the Patient, neither are the mean; 
of the Divine Goodneſs to be blam'd, 
or complain'd of, which makes a cure 
in one perſon, becauſe they do not o- 
vercome the ſame Dilcaſe in another, 
which only by the Paticats Error in not 
uſing the preſcribed means aright, be- 


- comes truly mortal. As no man hath a 
_ greater intere(t in the ſin of 4dam, than 


another; ſo the Spirit of God in the Co- 
venant of Grace, does reach redempti- 


 onas much and as freely to one man 


as to another : for the guy would 

en. or it 15 not. 
the power of original, but of aCtu-_ 
evailing againſt 
the blefſed means of redemption by - 
Grace, brings and procures ruine and 
damnation to one perſon, rather than 


| toanother. And now hereIomight be 


tempted to enter into a large field of 
diſcourſe concerning the nature of O- 
riginal Sin; T ſhall briefly in{it on it,be- 


caule Tome have made the Doftrine 
_ thereof the unhappy foundation -of 
building the fearfu 


ecree of Gods 
Us abſo- 
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ablolute Reprobation of -men upon ; 
and moſt of the Germax Divines haye 
thruſt this Article of Original lin into 
all their Syſtems, and TraQts of Di- 
vinity, making it the great ſupport of 
this new and horrible Doctrine of 
Gods politive, and abſolute rejettion 
of men for Adams fn: which ſaid Do- 
Etrine Was nat known for the firſt. 
Four hundred years in the Church, till 
near S. A«/tiz's time; And this way 
run the Sb2pſarian Dottors, doing vi- 
olence'to many places of holy Scri- 
pture, and all to countenance, to give 
credit and reputation to their eſpous'd 
Opinion. And when men of theſe 
Principles cannot untie ſome knots , 
and ve ſome difficult jntricate pla. 
tes and Texts in ſacred Writ; they pre- 
ſently flie. to the Doctrine of Gods ab + 
ſolute Decrees thinking to remove one 
difficulty by propoſing a greater ; 
but we muſk here know, That where 
a falſe propoſition is the ground of dil: 
Þputes, - the Proceſs muſt needs be infi- 


t 


nite, unleſs you 'can derive it from 
the Fountain of Error, which certainly 
muſt be.this, That men become liable 
£o eternal *damnation', and ſo ſuffer 
it by reaſon of that | maady Poaifem, 
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that old impiety which was in Adam, 
_ the firſt Parent of Mankind. Which 
is that ſtain of honour which tainted 
the purity of the blood of our firſt Pa- 
renis, fothat their Poſterity have ſuf- 
tered an abatement or diminution, till 
they were reſtored by the royal Grace 
1n the: redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now what was Adams perſonal lin, 
cannot properly be ſaid to be ours. 
For fin 1s not the affection of an unt- 
. verſal Nature, as the humanin Adam 
was; for tranigreſſion you know 1s a 
breach of ſome Law, which not the 
Nature, but individual perſons are 

oblig'd to obey, and which nature of 

it ſelf cannot break, but only ſingle 
 perfonsdo ; 47iones according to that 
known Axiome being ſuppoſetornm ; 
therefore ſuch men do highly impeach 
Gods juſtice, that ſo audaciouſly at- 
firm, thatthe Almighty will, or may 
condemn millions of Souls tro eternal 
puniſhment for Adams. fin ; for there 
| was no conſent of humane nature to it, 
but meerly of 44a»; and where there 
 isnoconlent, there can be no tranſgre\: 
ſion, becauſe there is no formal att 
implied in order to it. For the Argu- 
ment runs thus, If Mankind h;d any 
3 REL: 57” vw 
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Will then to ſin, it was free, or not 
free? If any one ſhall ſay that Mans Will 
was not free, then he could not poſli- 
Wo guilty of that firlt iniquity ; for 
what becomes natural, and ſo unavoi- 
dable, deprives men of the liberty of 
their Wills : and on the other ſide, if 
mens Wills were then free, they might | 
equally diſcover their diſſent towards | 
the commiſſion of evil, the nature of 
freedom conliſting in an indifterency 
to either extream. If it be replied, 
That onr conſent to fin muſt be taken 
in by way of interpretation, that our 
Wills were included, and involved in 
that of Adzms ; then by the ſame pari- 
ty ofreaſon, we mult be adjuc g's guil- 
ty of all the ſins which Ad» did com- 
mit ; ſince we'were all in him tavqua 
#7 radice, 2s in the root, as 1n-his loins : 
We ſhould not then entertain ſuch 
direful apprehenfions of an infinitely - 
gracious God, that from all Eternity 
e ſhould confign Millions of Men to 
perpetual Torments for Adams ſingle 
tranſprefſion : .if it were ſo, we ſhould 
ery: have had ſome intimations of 
this in the Scripture. Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour does not mention one word of 
it im it, neither does the leaſt beam ou 
| tne 


| the fame 
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the light of his Doftrine appear in 
the whole firmament of Gods word, 
and not one rittle occurs of it in all 
the four Evangeliſts. So that the fin 
of Adam cannot poſſibly be imputed 
unto us toeternal deſtruftion; for e- 
verlaſting Death was not at firſt threat- | 
| ned to Adars for his own proper fin, 
 andthen certainly the Lojd did never 
decree tþ afſign Men their portion 
with Devils for that, and no Man 
ſhall becondemn'd to the horrid pains 
_ of eternal fire, but only fach who 
have pre - ands and brought fuel for 
cheir a&tualtranfgrefſions, 
andallto ehcrtas the fine and fury 
of it. Beſides, whatever we loft by - 
dam, we find greater advantage by 
Soul nay, here the River riſeth far 
er thin the Fountain, inſomuch, 
hee whatſoever Hurt was Jone to Hu- 
inixne Natdie.” by otir firſt Parehrs fin 
k far” greater” "500d isdane and effec 
for Mankind, by the Tncarnation of the 
Son of God ; atid mou Hine ſenterice 
th aric get "did come up- 
men By the og of ortie, Al- 
tights "Gi ea wants inexertit rig 
greater att of toyal Crate to Man- 
kid, by the x Rarcoti of another, 
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even of the bleſſed Jelus, Inſomuch, 
that whoſoever believeth in him, (hall nst 
periſh eternally. And {ſo S. Chryſoftoms 
tells us expreſly 1n his third Homily on 
| the Sixteenth Chapter of'S. Luke's Go- 
lpel, That not to know, and ſo to do the 

| Divine wil, and perform the Law of 

LE. / God, (in which words 1s included the 

propey.and enuine nature of Faith and 

. Belief in Chriſt) this only dges pro- 

duce the utter loſs of eternal fſalvati- 

on: For it can. no way, be, that that 

mans labour ſhould be vain and fruit- 

Teſs, who conſtantly employs himſelf, 

and is {till converſant in the exerciſe of 

the duties of; Chriſtian Religion pre- 

{crib*d.in the Goſpel. Let us not then 

too firmly adhere to thoſe ſo deſtruc- 

tive Principles-of -unconditional Elec. 
tion. For 'why; ſhould men -be exci- 

ted 70 run the race that is ſet before them , 


v 
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as in Heb..12. 1.. if they have not the 
power, and. ability to do, it? For, if 
men are bound up by, {an inevitable 
Decree, then all they do would be but 
a piece. of, induſtrious folly, and of a 
painful and laborious ſimplicity 3, why 
then ſhould, we. regulate; our lies by 
_ the ſirifteſt rules of Piety ? and en- 
deayour to live up to. all aſe Dota 
na 


goo 


nal truths contained in Gods holy 
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word, that come within the verge of 
our cognizance and knowledge ? why 
ſhould we follow the Precepts to a 
good and vertuous life ? It weſhall not 
be partakers of the rich Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, ſetled and entailed on our 
obedience thereunto ? For if God in- 
joins a duty which we cannot per- 
form, then the propoſal isas vain, as 
the endeavour 1s fruitleſs. Why then 
ſhould we be earneſtly exhorted to the 
keeping of the Divine Law, ( which 

fully imports a due regard to all Gods 
ſacred Commands ). Why I ſay ſhould 
 webe continually incourag'd to aſpire 

_ after the knowledge of the Lords Will * 
all which ſhould be exemplified in the 
real practice of it! if we ſhall not ar 
laſt reap the bleſſed fruit of all, and that 
in an eſtate of eternal happineſs ? Naw 
the Laws of all civil and well order'd 
Communities and Cities have ſtill Re- 
wards and Penalties annext to them, 
all which indeed do infpirit and 
ove the greateſt ſtrength and vigour 
to a Law; and certainly then men 
' cannot imagine, that ſuch ample re- 
wards as are propos'd in the ſacred 
Scriptures to allure them to the prac- 

- tice 
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tice of vertue, and the ſeyereſt mena- 
ces to deter them from fin and vice, 
that theſe are only Mormu's, meer Bug- 
bears, as the other to be but the 1mages 
of the reality ok Gods Bleſſings ? if 
fo, this would create a perfect con- 
tempt of all Divine Sanctions, and 
ether well conſtituted Laws, and ſo 
uickly ſuggeſt a non-obſervance of 
them, and can we entertain a belief 
that Gods Word and Laws, which 
have the appendant Promiſes, theſe 
 ſals of blefli 

ence, and the threatnings of divine 
Judgments for the contrary (theſe jn- 
deed quickening the dead Letter of 
the Law into lite) Ifay, can we ratio- 


nally ſuppoſe, that a Body of ſuch di- 


vine Inititutions ſhould barely reflect 
ſhadows ? that they ſhall preſent us 
only with meer appearances for ſub- 
Rantial truths and ſolid bleſſings ? ſure- 


ly no, the miſerable condition of the. 
damned in Hell, can ſpeak forth the 


contrary, and that by their louder cla- 
mours from their grievous pain of 
+ ſenſe, and loſs, by the ſharpneſs of their 


lufterings, and from the violence of 
their acute torments in their refuſing 


cobe happy, and that by not obeying 
tC 


ngs annext to our obedi- 
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the Laws of Chriſtianity, and that by J 
not embracing the Promiſes, and the 
repeated overtures of Mercy through 

_ Chriſt. And theſe poor wretches du-_ 
ly reflecting on thoſe facile terms fal- 
vation might have been once had, and 
readily obtained; The ſerious confi- 
deration of refuſing Gods gracious 
Promiſes, and contemaning all bis Di- 
vine Threats, this brings new ſtings, it 
infuſeth freſh Acrimony into their 

Cup, itgivesa keener edge to miſery, 

and that to wound the ſoul withal. 
Now on the other hand, what can we 
_ juſtly ſuppoſe ſhould be the great de- 
| ſign and end of Gods threatnings uni- 
verſally denounc'd in the Scripture a- 
gainſt all fin, and impenitent ſinners ? 
For all Gods Menaces are conditional ,as 
well as his gracious Promiſes are. And. 
the Lord hath plainly propos'd a way, 
' to avoid his moſt aſtoniſhing terrors, 
Ts —pon - _ wrath, and 
that by a quick and ſpeedy turning in- 
to. he ole way, and paths of holineſs 
and righteouſneſs, which we have too 
long deviated from. But now where 
gentle and milder applications will 
not work their intended effet and 
cure, ſharper ingredients poſſibly 
may 


may; for where Cordials and lenitives 
will not prevail, corroſives and cau- 
ſticks many times do : the acuteneſs 
of Goads muſt be exercis'd on Beaſts ; 
and terrors, and threatnings muſt be 
us'd,, where men are become as ſtupid 
and brutiſh ; ſo that if Gods Mercies 
will not invite, the Menaces of the Go- 
{pel may poſlibly ſtartle, yea at laſt af- 
fight men into Goodneſs 3 now what 
method imaginable more perſuaſive, 
and convincing can there be us'd tos 
wards rational Creatures, and that of 


more force and energy, than the Dj- 


vine Promiſes and interminations are ? 
ſo that if ſome more inflexible tempers 
of men ſhould be enrag'd by propo- 


fing the terrors of the Lord, that like as * 


a Cancer in nature, they ſhould be 
more exaſperate} by the application 
of mild and emollient remedies, *tis a 
clear and evident ſymptome, that ſuck 
are mortified members in Religion ; 
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and pray what then remains, but that 


immedicabile uulnus enſe recidendum, Aa 


gangrene muſt be cut off, leſt it make 
a Body of mortification ? ſo that there 


is nothing left to all impenitent and ob- 
durate finners, but a fearful expeQati- 
on, and looking for of Gods wrath, as 

2 


it is ſufficiently threatned in 6. 10. 
27. For what ſhall become of the da- 
ring ahd reſolved finner , When the 
Lord ſhall appear in a hoſtile manner, 
_ arm'd with the greateſt ſtrength and 
acceſſion of fury, attended with a nu- 
 merous compariy of his Judgements * 

and thus come forth with all the ſacred 
Artillery of Goſpel-threats againſt 
ſuch men, how ſhall they be {truck 
_. with perfe& horrour and amazement, 
thenthe boldeſt ſinner will too ſadly 
experiment, That & is-4 fearful thing 10. 
fall into the hands of the living Gol, and 
thus become the ſacrifice of his wrath, 
who is a conſuming fire, as if Heb, 12. 
29. *Tis an infallible fyrnptome of a 
deplorable eſtate, when Men will learc 
no other way the inſtrutions. of the 
Almighty, than by the methods of his 
fiercelt anger, and thus only to read 
the too legible CharaRers and Marks 
of his difpleaſure and indignation 10 
his juſt Judgment on them. ' Now 
God invokes the moſt ſolemn wit- 
neſſes- to teſtifie that he would nor. 
heither did he ever decree the death 
and deſtrution of any ſinner, as in 
Deut. 30. 19. I call Heaven and Earth 
fo record this day. againſt you; (that = 
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I will produce an undeniable teſtimo- 
ny, I will work one Miracle more be- 


fore you. I will give a voice to inant- | 


mate creatures, to ſpeak this great 
truth, That I have ſct before you, life 
and death, bleſſings .and curlings. 
That TI have given you a profpect both 
from Mount Eball/, and Mount Gerizim; 


therefore you have a free Option and 


EleQion, chooſe rather /ife, that both 
thou and thy ſeed 214) live. Now ſince 


Men hear that God breaks out in thun+» 


der by his dreadful terrors, and Divine 


threats; why ſhould he then propoſe 
our Chriſtian duty all along 1n the 


ſacred Text to be perform®d, and ſo 
fully acquaint all Mankind with the ve- 


ry particulars thereof, ( wherein their 


obedience 1s to be exerciſed) it they 
are fo impotent and ſo cripled by 4- 


dams fall, as not to ſtir either hand or | 
| foot towards the right performance 


of their duty under the Goſpel. Cer- 
tainly men now are not poſſeſt with a 
wg of infirmity, as the Woman 1s 

aid to be in the Goſpel of S. Luke, the 
13:4. Chap. and the 11th, Ver/. that as 


ſhe was, mult Man be ſo bowed toge- 


ther, that in no wiſe he can lift up 
himſelf, and all to walk in the path of 
FL: : Gods 


Gods Commandments. Surely though 
he did fall, yet he mult not be lookt up- 
on to be inthe ſame condition with 
| perſons that are in a deſperate Palſie, 
and ſo become unable to move a limb;if 
| the Body wants ſufficient vigour to ac- 
| tuateits members,it really remains then 
rather a liveleſs trunk,than a Body;and 
if the ſoul is denied the uſe of its facul- 
ties, it can ſcarce own, or prove its ve- | 
ry Being ( for the Body without the in- 
ward ſpring of motion is plainly dead ) 
and indeed the Soul ſeems to be loſt, if 
it does not exert it ſelf in the various 
_ aCtings and operations of its powers, 
| the Underſtanding and Will, forcibly 
moving the Aﬀections, which are 
commonly deſcribed to be the feet of 
the Soul, and ſocarrying a Man whi- 
ther he pleaſeth. Now if we cannot go 
_ oneſtep forward in the preſcribed way 
_ of Goſpel duty, this would be to make 
our Chriſtian Religion to be nothing 
elſe but an exaCt ſcene of pure vanity, 
4 and to make the nature of Man to aſh. 
milate that of Stones, or grave Bodies, 
to tend direAly no way but down- 
| ward to its Center. If we have no 
Power to doany thing in order to the 
advancement of our eternal Salvation, 
X 2 = 
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then we are mov'd only as curious 


Machines, or dunwarm , by anothers 


hand, or by the force of extrinfick mo- 
tion, or rather all men do become hke 


the Corleſtia! Bodies which (according | 


to the opinion of ſome ancient Philo- 


fophers ) having alſo aſſiſting intelli- 


gences to their Spheres, are moved in 
a conſtant unalterable way and courſe. 
But now if Man is indued with any 11- 


berty of his Will, there muſt be aſ- 


'f "ond a different howefaw: or manner of 
acting ; otherwayes the violent OPPO- 


ſers of this truth, will be forc't to con- 
found that commonly known diſtincti- 
on in Metaphyſicks , between' a ne- 
cefſary and a pure voluntary agent, 
whoſe prerogative 1t is, to do what it 


doth att, with a Geedom from coacti- 


on, 2nd che leaſt violence, as allo from 
a neceſlity of immurability ; ; andthis is 
the birth right priviledge of Man, 


which conſiſts i in an equal poſſibility 


of ating, or not aQing, which only 
rational agents on Earth do truly ene 


joy. So neither is Mans Will fo faſt-- 


ned, and tied up, and obliged by any 
Divine decree, toany ation, that it is 
not poſſible for him to omit, or wave 


It ; neither does the Lord mo any 
duty 
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duty to be perform*d by us in his fa- 
cred Will, 1norder to eternal life, bu: 
by the joint concurrence of divine 
Grace, co-operating with the human 
Will, 4t may etectually be done. 
For our Will now after the fall by 
Adam, 10 natural aRions is as free as 
ever it was, and it 15 as really in ſpi- 
ritual ones, when it 15s made {o by 
Geds Spirit and his Grace. For meer 
nature could never effect that which is 
truly ſupernatural : beſides the Al- 
mighty did never intend ( with due 
_ reverence be it ſpoken) fraudulently 
to impoſe on.his creature, *ris impoſ- 


ble, and altogether unbecoming the 


Maj jeſty of Heaven, to uſe ſuch weak 


;njbls neither can we reaſon3- 


bly 1magine, that the great God of 


truth who hath oblig'd, ani] engag 


bis Veracity inhis ſacred Word, wit 
ſtoop to. take up ſuch {ſervi'e and fal- 


Jacious arts. *Tis the great advan. 
tage” and iupereminent Dignity, this 
Doarine of divine Grace, concurring 
with our Wills, hath above all a: hers 
of pretended ablolute Necrecs, in thar 
it tends to a higher, and more noble 


| end jn uprightneſs and ſans TzECAtI nm 


of Hite. For Gods (Grace UGCS Iindiy, 
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- move the Will of Man to determine it 


ſelf; and it hath a joint co-efficiency 


in the due determination of it, beſides | 


its PIO r function of a ready preven- 


tion of fin andevil, and asquick an ex- 


citation of the foul to good and pious 
ations. Now the Promiſes of the Go- 
{pel have an immediate eye, and aſpect 
on the performance of all Chriſtian 
duties, for the ſincere prattice of Pie- 
ty does ſtrongly confirm the truth and 
belief of our Chriſtian Principles. 


| And Gods ſpirit under the Goſpel ma- 


king a full exertion of its power, with 
our joint endeavours, wall by its inft- 
nuating perſuaſive force, and Divine 
aſiſtance, not only work mens hearts 
to a true ſenſe of, but to the ready per- 
formance of entire Evangelical obedi- 
ence, which is indeed the peculiar of- 
fice of Gods Spirit of Grace, under the 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel. T 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


28. Þ Have now inſiſted the longer on 
this Topick, or head of Dil- 
courle, and all to eſtabliſh the Doc- 
trine of irreſpective Decrees ; by rea- 
ſon I would not in any wiſe come 
within the leaſt cenſure or ſuſpicion, 
to have imbib'd that ſo pernicious a 
Principle of Pe/agizs, (to wit ) that a 
man by the ſole and regulating power 
of his own Will and Reaſon can ob- 
tain everlaſting ſalvation ; the ready 
confeſſion of which Tenet, will make 
the great end of our Saviour's {utfer- 
gs, altogether ineffectual and fruit- 
leſs; ſince eternal life and happinels, 1s 
_ the ſole purchace of his All {ufficient 
Merits : let us not therefore be fo 
horribly ſtupid, 2s not to become wiſe, 
and that, azo ſalvation ; let us never 
divide between the /cienda, and the 4- 
genda of, and in Chriſtian Religion, 
whi-h have ſuchan inſeparable union 
on2 with the other, for the practice.of 
N40 the 
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the truths of the Goſpel carries in its |] 
nature an infallible centirmation of the 
real beliefof themall ; and the doing 
of our duty is the trueſt conſignation. 
ro happineſs, and the only teſtimony 
that God does give us of our Election 
unto everlaſting Bliſs; and that we 
are Gods Children by Grace and Adopti- 
''0, So that it was an unreaſonable 
and cruel conjecture of the il|-natur'd 
Jews, that no man that had not the 
1mprels and ſignature of the Covenant 
of Circumcition of the fleſh, ſhould be 
ever admitted to everlaſting life 
( though he were never ſo Religious 
and truly devout). Thus as they paſt 
a raſh cenlure on others, ' they vainly 
imagin'd that they did juſtifie them- 
ſelves ; ſo that every 1/-ae/ite by' tlie 
priviledge of his birth, and being de- 
TiPd from Abrahams Loins, ſhould 
inherit eternal happineſs ; that I fay, 
they ſhould become free Citizens of 
Heaven , and of the new TJersſa- 
/em. But we mult now know and ful- 
ly underſtand, that it is riot they that 
are barely of Abrahams Seed, but who 
can produce the fruits of a lively Faith, 
.as his was, ſhall obtain eternal mercies, 
'and inherit the Promiſes of Heaven ; 
| ER [20 : bs Ry EY * 15 
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*tis not they that after the fleſh, bur 
after the Spuit, do become the Sons 
. of Abrahan, it is not to live within the 
Pa'e, and under the ſhadow of the 
Church, but to perform the ſubſtantz- 
al duties of Chriſtian Religion, thar 
givegusthe beſt aſſyrance of being made 
artakers of the bleſſings of it. In the 
1me manner when our bleſſed Savi- 
our's Diſciples return'd from their 
Embaſly, propoſing terms of peace, 
and Articles of Reconciliation, to a re- 
belliaus and dilobedient. World, he 
toun:i them rejoycing 1n their great 
priviledges, and boaſting 1n their ex- 
ternal powers, in their having autho- 
rity over Devils, that were ſubje&to 
the word of their mouth : but now 
Chriſt weighing this 1n the ballance, 
and finding the cauſe too light for ſo 
great effuſions of joy and tranſports of 
mind, Hequickly pricks this tumour, 
and lets out the excreſcency and the 
_ vanity of it; he diverts his Diſciples 
by fixing their meditations upon 
the right objett, informing them, 
| that they ſhould rather rejoice that 
their names were written in Heaven, 
as in Lake 10. 20, that 1s, in the 
 Bookof Gods eternal Counſels, of the 
: | FUL 
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truth of which we have the greateſt 
certainty to be dedue*d from the ſanc- 
gity and piety of our lives and aQtions, 
-and this 1s the beſt foundation of a_ 
Chriſtians joy, which is true , ſolid 
and laſting : and as men grow and in- 
creaſe in Grace and Goodneſs, ſo they 

may in a modeſt hope and confidence 
of a future ns Cf condition. So that 
you plainly ſee that the election of men 
ro eternal life, is truly conditional, be- 
ing wholly tied and allied toduty and 
obedience, and if we prevaricate the 

condition, we muſt needs fail of the 
mercies of the Covenant of God in 
Chriſt. Let us not then be wanting 
to our ſelves, for the Goſpel, the effec- 
tual means and medium of Divine 
_ Grace, {ti]] retains its vigour and due 
propriety to all theſe excellent ends, 

to which God in his infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs hath defign'd it, ſo that 
the principal reaſon why the great ad- 
vantages and helps of Gods Grace, 
| have nobetter anoperation and influ-_ 
ence on ſome men, is this, that it de- 
. Tives from the ſtrength of inbred cor- 
ruption, as allo from that of horrid 
itual impiety. For as it is obſer- 
vable in the body of Nature, that from 
ſome 
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ſome latent or hidden cauſe, the pro- 

| per remedies of a diſeaſe, are retard- 
_edintheir energetick vertue and qua- 

| lity, or it may be are Quite fruſtrated 
quoad nos, as tous; and then the body 
isat a ſtand, which ar length by the 
ſtrength of nature 1nſenſibly overcomes 
the cauſe; and then the repeated uſe 
of remedies, may poſſibly exert their 
natural efficacy for the recovery ofthe 
languiſhing Patient : now this may 
be the parallel caſe ofa fin-ſick ſoul, 
in relation to the ſaving and ſpiritual 
remedies of Gods Grace ( they being 
his ſacred Word and Sacraments ) 
which are the proper means preſcrib'd' 
by God, which muſt alwayes be us'd 
according to his moſt divine and holy 

inſtitution, which when they fail at a- 
ny time 1n their quickening vertue, and 
efficacy, it is from ſome hidden and 
intrinfick cauſe, or ſin in the ſou], and 
not from any abſolute Decree of the 
Almighties ; yet then the Lord in his 

_ infinite Wiſdom and Merey, fo works 

| by his ſaving Grace 1n the enablements 
of the ſoul to overcome this ſpiritual 
diſtemper, as that the right adminiſtra- 
tion of the continued means of Gods 


Goodneſs may produce its' bleſſed ef+ 
R | feits 
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feas inthe hnal recovery of the ſoul to 
a ſtate of Grace, in order to that of 
eternal Glery, and as there may be 
divers relapſes in nature, the like may 
poſſibly alſo-be in a ſtate of Grace, 
which whether they are, or ſhall be 
final in any one; death can only. de- 
termine of the firſt of them-of the Bo- 
dy, and of the laſt, none bur the great 
Phyſician of ſouls can be an infallible 
Judge,becauſe he alone can ſee, and dil- 
cern the real extinQtion of ſpiritual life 
1n any: Letusthen unanimouſly with 
full purpole of heart, per{it in the pro- 
 ſecution of all Goſpel-duties; and let 
us readily embrace the Promiſes of 
eternal ſalvation through Chriſt, 
which are univerſally and indefinitel 
made, 'and equally exhibited: to al 
men, ſince the Almighty hath ſo faith- 
fully and indiſcriminatively aſcertain'd + 
future happineſs to. every one that 
ſhall walk worthy ofit, without the 
leaſt difference or exception of any ; 
upon what account then ſhould Mr.Ca/- 
_ vin make one, and that by interpoſing 
the Eternal abſolute Election of ſome * 
particular perſons .? and he produceth 
. us reaſon for it in his third Book of 
Is Iſtitatios, the 24. Chapter, _ 
the 
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the 24. Paragraph, Becauſe God en- 
| lightens only ſome, whom he hath 
Predeſtinated to everlaſting life. Now 
this 15a very falſe and erroneous Prin- 
ciple, for the | ag light of the Go- 
{pel equally ſhines on all men; and 
the ſame 1s as univerſal as the influence 
of the Sun, which does communicate 
its warmer Beams to all places, and 
God does diffuſe the rays of his divine 
Goodneſs, and the light of eternal ſal- 
vation to all men. So that the prin- 
cipal reaſon, and adequate cauſe of 
Mans U/oving darkneſs rather than 
light, 1s cleared from Joh. 3. 19. 
lis 3» worera «& voy me. Yega' becauſe their 
deeds are evil; or the works and OPe= 
rations of their hands are extremely 
wicked, ariſing from an evil and cor= 
rupt principle in mens hearts, all which 
is founded meerly in the depravation 
of Mans nature, and not 1n any eternal 
peremptory decree of Gods Reproba- 
tion. And now the too rigid Calvinifts 
have ſet their Wits on the tenter, and 
their Souls on the rack, and all to in- 
vent a new way to patronize the moſt 
pernicious errours, and perfect falli- 
ries in Religion, .and to make their 0- 
pintons more plauſible, they in vain 
| think 
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think to overpower us witha nume. 
rous multitude of quotations from the 
holy Fathers, and eſpecially from what 
S. Auſtin declares, who indeed does 
only dire& hisarrows and Arguments 
apainft Pel/agins his growing Hereſie ; 
but however I could make it evident, 
that to follow 1n this grand point of 
Predeſtination ſome of the primitive 
Fathers and Schoolmen, 1s rather to 
loſe, than to find the truth in the 
greater crowd and throng of their dif. 
putes, and polemical Diſcourſes con- 
cerning it ; and it would be a task al- 
rogether endleſs, and a Province too. 
large to tranſcribe all the Ancient Fa- 
thers, and divers other learned mens 
determinations of this ſo much con- 
troverted Point. Beſides, *tis a very | 
prepoſterous way, and an irrational: 
method to pretend to the clearing of a. ? 
doubt, or ſolving ofa difficulty out of | t 
| 
f 


ſome Orthodox Fathers, and good Au- 
thentick Authors, whoſe Argumen- 


tations may poſhbly be far more am- f 
biguous, intricate, and perplexing, | þ 
than the doubt it ſelf, and ſo may be- n 
come matter of a farther inquiry, and | 
which probably may ſuggeſt freſh and te 
new 'Arguments, and numerous Con- ſi 
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troverſies ; and ſo they may propoſe 

| an unhappy proſpect of a larger field 
of debate. Yet here this Dottrine of 
conditional Decrees may be followed, 
and I caneallly diſcover it to run in the 
grand channel of ſeveral Councils : but 
our violent Predeltinarian propugners 
areſo wedded to the fondneſs of their 
own conceptions, and totheir fixt and 
unalterable opinions ( as the Decrees 
themſelves are ) that their invincible 
prejudices like Miſts and Foggs, are 
moſt apt tointercept the cleareſt light, 
and faireſt view of truth. And thus 

_ theſe men impregaably fortifie them- 
ſelves againſt all imaginable conviati- 
ons: So that the many things and Do- 
Qtrines which are affirmed 1n the Scri- 
pture, tO be Jvor6yrd mra, hard to be ap- 

| prehended, and fully to be underſtood, 

| not only the ignorant and weak, bur 
the learned and unſtable do wreſt ſuch 
Dotrines: to their own deſtrution : 
{o that here the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel ſhould uſe the. moſt earneſt and 

_ paſſionate difſuaſivesto their Auditors, 
not to engage themſelves, and imploy 
their time, and talent in their con-: 
templation : of ſublime niceties, and in 
ſuch difficulties as commonly pro- 

uce 


++, 
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think to overpower us witha nume. 


rous multitude of quotations from the 


holy Fathers, and eſpecially from what 
S. Auſtin declares, who indeed does 


only direEt hisarrows and Arguments 
apainft Pelagizs his growing Hereſie ; 


but however I could make 1t evident, 


that to follow 1n this grand point of 


Predeſtination fome of the primitive 
Fathers and Schoolmen, 1s rather to 


loſe, than to find the truth in the 
oreater crowd and throng of their dif. 
| putes, and polemical Diſcourſes con- 

cerning 1t ; and it would be a task al- 


rogether endleſs, and a Province too. 


large to tranſcribe all the Ancient Fa- 
thers, and divers other learned mens 
determinations of this ſo much con- 


troverted Point. Beſides, *tis a very 


prepoſterous way, and an irrational- 
method to pretend to the clearing of a. 
doubt, or ſolving of a difficulty out of 
ſome Orthodox Fathers, and good Au- 
thentick Authors, whoſe Argumen- 
tations may poſhbly be far more am- 
biguous, intricate, and perplexing, 
than the doubt it ſelf, and ſo may be- 
come matter: of a farther inquiry, and 
- . whichprobably may ſuggeſt freſh and 


TroOvVer- 


" new Arguments, and numerous Con- | 
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troverſies ; and ſo they may propoſe 
an unhappy proſpect of a larger field 
| of debate. Yet here this Doctrine of 
conditional Decrees may be followed, 
and I caneallly diſcover it to run in the 
grand channel of ſeveral Councils : but 
our violent Predettinarian propugners 
areſo wedded to the fondneſs of their 
own conceptions, and to their fixt and 
 unalterable opinions ( as the Decrees 
themſelves are ) that their invincible 
prejudices like Miſts and Foggs, are 
moſt apt tointercept the cleareſt light, 
and faireſt view of truth. And thus 
theſe men impregaably fortifie them- 
| ſelves againſt all imagimable convifi- 
ons: So that the many things and Do- 
Arines which are affirmed 1a the Scri- 
pture, to be Jdvorinrd mra, hard tobe ap- 
prehended, and fully to be underſtood, 
not only the ignorant and weak, bur 
the learned and unſtable do wreſt ſuch 
Dofrines: to their own deſtrudtion : 
ſo that here the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel ſhould uſe the. moſt earneft and 
paſſionate dufſuaſivesto their Auditors, 
not to engage themſelves, and imploy- 
their time, and talent 1n their con-: 
templation : of ſublime niceties, and in 
| ſuch difficulties as commonly pro- 
a6 uce 
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duce greater heats and animoſities, 
than plenary information, and ſatis - 
=— . factory knowledge. Yet ſome ſacred 
' Dodrines of the Goſpel, muſt not 
be affirm'd to be altogether unin- 
 telligible, becauſe dull flegmatick and 
_ grofſer capacities cannot perfealy ap-, 
prehend them all : fo that here it muſt 
be confeſt, that ſome divine truths do 
wear 2 diſguiſe, and ſo they paſs 7-- 
copnito. For the greateſt Myſteries in 
Religion do not appear bare fac'd to 
the world, that every vulgar eye can 
know and diſcover them ; the more | 
abſtruſe and deep points of Divinity, 
cannot be fathom'd by the contracted | 
and ſhort line of our reaſon. Now if 
ſecrets 1n nature are cloſely lockt up, 
much more divine ones ; and if we can- | 
not ſafely arrive to a full comprehenſi- 
on, and perfect knowledge of what are _ 
natural ones, much lefs of ſeveral My- | 
C ſterious ſpiritual truths and notions. 
Who can untie thoſe two perplexing 
knots ? and expound thoſe two great | 
riddles in natural Philoſophy, of Mo- 
tion and Time ? inſfomuch that Zero 
might be well moved not to exerciſe 
only his Body, but rather a ſudden paſ- 
fion, when he could not give afull and 
ratt- 
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rational account of the nature of mo- 
tion. And laſtly, S. A«/tiz himſelf 
complains, Thar after .he had made a 
long and ſtudious diſquiſition of the 
nature of time ; yet he ſeem'd in his 
curious inquilitveneſs to have loft his 
own, when he could only form lome 
fleeting and imperfect notions con- 
_ cerning ir, which though ſeemingly 
ſatisfactory to himſelt, yet he could 
not impart full ſatisfaction to another. 
Yet a buſie curioſity will {till attempt 
to make farther diſcoveries, though 
ſome divine and ſupernatural truths 
are altogether inexplicable ; and there- 
tore they are the more apt to amaze 
and ſtagger a natural underſtanding, 
rather than ſufficiently inform it ; Yet 
where our reaſon is 20z pluff,we ſhould 
be huſh'd into a contented admiration 
and ſubmiſhve ſilence ; and when our 
rational faculty 1s ſo defe&tive, and 15s 
unable to limn things to an exact pro- 
portion, we muſt then ſhadow and co- 
ver them witha vail: for we mult not 
think that we can draw the curtain, 
and ſo look into the wondertul and a- 
ſtoniſhing Myſtery either of the ſacred 
Trinity, or of the Incarnattan of our 
bleſſed Saviour, and of divers other 

S weigh- 
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_ weighfy points, which are wrapt upin 
_ pertect cloud and concealment. For 
when all the ſtrongeſt and moſt active 
faculties of our ſouls have flutter'd ſo 
high, as the wings of infirm nature can 
elevate and mount them to; yet we 
ſhall but make up the ſtory of 1carz, 
and realize the Fable, and ſo plainly 
experience, that our higheſt abilities 
are but as waxen plumes, and ſo melt 
and diſplay their impotency at the pre- 
ſence of the more intenſe and ſcorching 
beams of ſacred truths, and ſublime 
notions. So that the curioully ſearch- 
1ng perſons Fall will be as truly diſho- 
nourable and inglorious, as his under- 
taking at firſt was too peremptory and 
dangerous, and which will eafily dil- 
cover 1t ſelf in the tragicalneſs of the 
event, as well as in the daring 1infolence 
of the attempt, and that by ſuch mens 
{ſuffering a worſer fate than Icarns did, 
by falling intoa more deſtructive and 
dangerous Sea, into a mare mortuum 
of ruinous Errors. We {hould not 
then too violently and fiercely purſue 
and follow the track of our modern 
diſputes, leſt at laſt we argue our 
ſelves and others out of the true way 
ot Goſpel-duty, which is to be fol-_ 
lowed 
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lowed in . our Chriſtian practice, 
which is the moſt irrefragable argu- 
ment as fully to prove, as to make 
our Calling and our Election firm and 


ſure. 
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29. ND now that my Diſcourſe 
may not run 1n the ordinary 

channel with other Mens on this Sub- 
ject, I ſhall clearly diſcover to you, 
thar this peltilential Doctrine of abſo- 
lute Decrees, does utterly extinguiſh 
the vital ſpirit, and ſound efficacy of 
Chriſtianity, it clips the wings of all 
our Chriſtian endeavours, and ſo clogs. 
the ſoul with weight and trouble, that 
it cannot take its deſir'd flight towards 
Heaven and everlaſting ftelicities : Fcr 
when mens eternal condition {hall be 
repreſented to them in the moſt at- 
frighting form, and ſo drawn our in the 
black line, and diſmal charaGter of ab- 
ſolute Reprobation; this is but a cold 
inducement to follow after ſincere and 
Uniform holinefs of life. This fo de- 
{perate an opinion, does too ealily 
break thoſe cords and ſacred bands that 
ſhould tie, and firmly oblige all men to 
true Evangelical obedience 1n their un-_ 

4 inter- 
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interrupted courſe and walk in the 
World : For upon what account 
ſhould men attempt invincible impol- 
ſibilities, and thus cauſe the greateſt 
diſquiets to their ſouls, and which af- 
tords new acceſſions of 1ntolerably 
pungent grief and ſorrow, when they 
ſhall ferioully reflect upon all they 
have done, That it {hall be purely in 
vain. Ou TET8 Ssxeve, Hence a flood of 
tears and ſorrow does ariſe, which our 
eyes may run down withal, and for 
which our eye-lids ſhould guſh out 
| with waters ; then we may {it down 
by the rivers of Babylon, or Babel1n 
| horrible amazement and confuſion , 
where with the Jews, we may hang 
up our Harps, and Hopes together ; 
| then Chriſtians will become the only 
| mourners in Z/oz, for a worler fate 
will then befall them, than did the 
poor Fews, which 1s to be eternally ca- 
ptive to puniſhment and miſery. For 
if this poſition of irreſpetive Electi- 
on ſhall be admitted, how can truly 
_ zealousChriſtiansentertain their hearts 
of their ears with any melody. Their 
ſouls will be altogether out of tune, 
there will be no Muſick in their Quire, 
| their joy, and harmony will be diltur= 
YH ; 71 bed 
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bed by ſuch a horrible DoArine, And 
then the very Body will fall into a 
Trance, and become perfect Lethargy; 
and it will as ſoon partake of the ſouls 
ſudden ſtupor and amazeinent : When 
it ſhall be aftirm'd, that Heaven Gates 
ſhall be bolted againſt ſome perions, 
by an immutable and irreverſible un- 
conditional Decree of the Almighties ; 
certainly then none but ſuch perſons 
who are not maſters of their reaſon, or _ 
which rather diſcover they have none 
at all, will trouble themſelves, or 
ſpend their labour about perfe&t impol- 
{ibilities3 and then the ſoul may break 
forth into that moſt dolorous and af- 
flifting complaint of holy Davza, as 
in P/z/.73.13. Then have Icleanſed 
and waſh'd my hands, and that from 
my viler impurities in vain; andtono 
purpoſe I have waſh'd my elf in in- 
nocency. So that it is the greateſt Ma- 
ſterpiece of the Devils ſubtilty and de- 
luſion, to infuſe into mens minds a 
conviCtive perſwaſion, that'itis alto- 
ether needleſs to go on and perſiſt in 
the hard and rugged way of piety. It _ 
is Satan's Serpentine craft, firſt to 
 hood-wink the ſoul, and then to put 
ona vizard, orelſe to paint the face of 

nn true 


true Religion very auſtere, ſo ex- 
tremely detorm'd, that it may terrifie 
poor fouls, and makethem {tart at the 
appearance ofit. Or the Devil like a 
cunning Jugler will caſt ſuch artificial 
and ſtrange colours before mens eyes, 
that they ſhall be unable to diſcern 
true Religious native ſplendor, and 
ſhining excellency. For this cruel im- | 
poltor does uſe the Chriſtian Reli- 
g10n, as the barbarous Pagans of old 
did the profeſſors of it, who did thrult 
the Primitive Chriſtians into the skins 
of the molt cruel and ſavage Beaſts, 
preſenting them to the people in the 
moſt horrible ſhape of Monſters, that 
lo when they did appear in the ſimili- 
tude of theſe kind of creatures (to 
whom moſt men have the greateſt an- 
tipathy, and the moſt perfect abhor- 
rence) they may be quickly excited 
and quickened to deſtroy them, and 
thus to worry the poor Chriſtians to 
death ; for *tis very natural for men to 
run with the greatelt violence of inra- 
ged fury, on what they perfectly 
| loath. And if they had no paſhors 
before, this were enough to produce 
new ones; or if any did ſeem to he id 
_ and dormant, the propoſal of ſuch 

S 4 | hor- 
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horrid ſpectacles would rouze and a- 
waken the formers rage. Now this 15 
the very ſame method, and the readi- 
eſt artifice the great enemy of our ſouls 
does wake uſe of; which 1s to repre- 
ſent Chriſtianity in the moſt ugly 
ſhape, with a face of affrighting ſeve- 
rity, inthe fad diſguiſe of dreadiul hor. | 
rour, when all this while there 1s a 
real beauty in Holinels, 1t hath the 
molt amiable appearance, and 1t does 
carry the moſt infinitely charming and 
inviting countenance : alther parts and 
paths are plealantneſs, and all her 
wayes are harmony and peace; and 
they do thereby become exceeding de- | 
Jightful : 'So that pleaſantneſs mixt | 
with ſeriouſneſs, is very viſible inthe 
complexion and feature of true Rehigt- 
on and Piety.” But now if this abuſive 
propoſal neither of the . DoQrine of 
Chriſtianity, nor of the Profeſſors of it 
(the Devil raiſing theſe clouds to ob- 
{cure the gloty of it ) will not be pre- 
vailing enough to terrifie, and ſoavert 
men'from the ready embracing of true 
Religion, 'and from going on 1n the 
ways'of ſincere holineſs ; then Satan 
does experiment a new and freſh 
wile, and ftratagem, andall to amuſe 
Fo noe 
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us with the various opinions of SeRa- 
ries in their new ſtarted up Contro- 
verſies concerning the way and me- 
thod of obtaining everlaſting ſalvati- 
on; ſo that if he can but once treache- 
rouſly delude men to come into that 
charming (though fatalcircle of irre- 
ſpetive Predeſtination) they will 
ſcarce Rep out of it again ; and hence 
ſome perſons will deduce this ground- 
leſs and unwarrantable inference, That 
if they are abſolutely decreed to eter- 
nal life, then they are ſurely advanc't 
beyond all poſſibility of danger, and fi- 
nal miſcarriage ; and thus they g0 
roundly on, hence as vainly building 
the infallible certainty of their ſalvati- 
on, becauſe they are 1nevitably con- 
fiend, and Predeſtinated thereunto. 
Then on the other hand, theſe unhap- 
py perſons return 1nto the ver y fame 
point of the figure again, ſo that they 
ſtill move in a ſphere of wretched dec- 
ceit, and ſo conſequently of endleſs mi- 
ſery But the great Aſertors of this 
fo pernicious a Theſis of abſolute 
'Decrees, will not hearken to, nor al- 
low of a middle way between rheſe 
two unhappy extremes, which 1s t9 
walk 1 in the path of a holy and {trict 
— CON- 
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converlation, and a more ſeyere Reli- 
gion, Now irreſpective EleCtion 
cuts the very {inews of all our Chriſtian 
hopes, and expectations, and ſo lays 
them a bleeding, by reaſon of the vain 
and fruitleſs undertaking of a true 
Saint, and that in order to his attain- 
ment of Heaven, and the eternal fe- 


licities fhereof : for all this fully ap-_ 


pears, and is done in the ineffective at- 


tempt of entring into Glory, if weare 


hinder'd and lockt out by any abſo- 
lnte-and inevitable Decree of the - Al- 


mighties; indeed, this 1s a Doctrine 


highly gratifying, and very ſublervi- 
ent to theDevils grand intereſt, who by 
this fallacious artifice, does more eaſily 
decoy an infinite number of fouls into 
everlaſting miſery and ruine, than 
God can win into a ſtate of eternal blel\- 
ſedneſs. So cunning a Sophiſter is this 
old Serpent, that he can inſfinuate 
more by his flattery, nay, impoſe more 
on filly menoy this ſo plauſible a Po: 
ſition, than the Lord can work on 
them by the reality of his love in his 
gracious Promiſes, of a reward entail'd 
on Chriſtian obedience. Thus is a 


piece of horrid infatuation ; that men 


{hould delight more in the iron chains 


of 
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of the one, than in the eaſte freedom of 
the other ; That men ſhould obey the 
rigorous commands of ſuch a Maſter , 
that will certainly pay them torment 
for work, an aſſured puniſhment for 
their labour and ſervitude. - And laſt- 
ly, he will confer eternal horror for 
their ſervice of him. Here the Devil 
ſeems to imitate, nay, exerciſe the. 
power of the Great Cham of 7artary; 
who as the one does command, ſo the 
other can perſuade whole Troops of 
Men to ride and run down headlong 
into the greateſt Precipices of danger, 
and inevitable ruine ; and yet the eter- 
nal God, the great King of the whole 
Earth, cannot prevail with men but to 
o0 and walk in theſe bleſt and ſecure 
paths of righteouſneſs, that lead toe- 
verlaſting ſafety and bliſs. So that 
now we may really affirm, and 2s fafe- 
ly conclude, that the preſent Theſis of 
ablolute Predeſtination, does utter- 
ly undermine all true PFiety, and its 
practice ; it really evacuates the great 
and main deſign of the Goſpel : for it 
men are "4 and ſo bound up by 
| the fatality of the Decrees of God; 
this gives the ſoul the greateſt difcon- 
ragement in duty, this conſideration 
” does EL 
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does freeze the blood in the poor Chri- 
ſftians veins, and makes him of a moſt | 

vigorous undertaker, to ſtand ſtock 
ſill in a cold and ſtupetying amaze- 
ment, it cramps the molt active ſpirits, 
ſtrangely benums the heart, and. 
makes it languiſh 1a perpetual con- 
templations and thoughts of future mi- 
ſery. Thus you clearly ſee that the 
crying up of unconditional Election , 
dulls the moſt induſtrious Chriſtians 
ſoul, and altogether diſpirits 1t inany 
| Religious exerciſe. For that Chriſti- 
3 an muſt be truly ſaid to be dead with 
lorrow and grief, whom the warmer 
hope of a better lite does not continual- 
ly revive and comfort. Now the in- 
fallible aſſurance of receiving the pro- 
miſed rewards of Grace and Obedi- 
ence ; this works the moſt confidera- 
ble and ſignal Miracles, it plentifully 
adminiſters and does give the ſincere 
Chriſtian a new life, 1t raiſes the tru- 
ly pious mans hopes, as from the grave 
of deep anxiety and care, and fo con- 
lequently, animates all true Believers 
in the wayes of righteouſneſs and ho- 
lineſs, and in their daily journey, and 
w eary ſtages of duty towards Heaven 


and Glory. Now the contrary per- 
0 _ 1waſion 
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ſwaſion of abſolute Predeſtination , 
gives men the greateſt encouragement 
ro decline the wayes of Evangelical 
. obedience, quenches the divine ar- 
| dors ofthe new Convert ; and certain- 
F Iv all men ſhould here rather foment 
and encreaſe the ſmall ſpark of deſire 
aſter future happineſs glowing 1n all 
peoples breaſts, ( which bleſſed ſtate, 
nature it ſelf does inceſſantly gaſp and 
breathafter). Now to raiſe our ex- 
pectations of happineſs high, and then 
to have them fall flat and low, this 
_ will immerſe the foul in the deepeſt 
_ gulph of deſpair imaginable; thus *tis 
_ evident, that the DoQrine of abſolute 
Decrees, ſhipwracks mens hopes of 
obtaining eternal felicities ; for a poor 
ſoul cannot fix 1t ſelf, or caſt anchor 
upon any ſuch deluding offers and invi- 
tations. For, ſhall the Combatants in 
our Saviours Camp, be rewarded with 
_ - nothing for all their hard ſervice, but 
with the wages of death ? Then afflic- 
ted Chriſtians may cry our, as one of 
Fulins Ceſar's Souldiers did, Mult I 
reap no other harveſt for all my blood 
ſown in the field of Action, than a di- . 
ſhonourable Death ? and muit I inſtead 
of expecting a triumph with Life, find 
LL only 
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only a miſerable defeat, attended with 
death and ruine ” and inſtead of being 
 Crown'd, muſt I fall a Sacrifice ? muſt 
I meet and engage with greater ha- | 
zards at laſt, than all the Armies of | 
_ difficultiesI encountered and conquer- | 
ed before could preſent me with? I 
had far better have ſuffered the miſery 
of twenty deaths, may a devout 
Chriſtian ſay, here in this World, than 
to meet withan inglorious one at laſt ? 
and mult I fee my condition only legi- 
ble in that ſad and fatal Book of ſuf- 
 ferings? muſt all my acqueſts be no- 
thing but puniſhment , branded with 
eternal ſhame for all that I have un- 
dergone and attempted in my Chri- 
{tian progreſs; and for ſo many re- 
markable dangers and temprations to 
ſin, I have ſo ailigently eſcaped ? Now 
{uch as theſe may and will be the ſad 
and grievous expoſtulations of many _ 
true profeflors of the Goſpel, ecchoed | 
forth, and accented with the moſt | 
pathonate ftrains of grief and groans, 
fince they have ſo earneitly endeavour- 
ed 1n their Chriſtian march, to ob- 
tain an entrance into Heaven and e- 
ternal happineſs, if ſuch ſhall find and. 
perccive themſelves abſolutely _— 
. 


ded by an immutable Decree of the 
| Almighties, and ſo be repullt, and de- 
nied admiſſion into Glory at laſt: the 
due conſideration thereof, and the in- 

finitely ſad reflection on this dil: 
mal ſtate of miſery ſhould ſure be 
enough to move the Gur and the 
moſt compaſſionate God and Father, 
; the great lover of ſouls, to reſcind 
(it there were any but hypothetical 
Decrees, I lay ) any fixed conſtitutions 
be another kind, and for the righte- 
ous Judge of all the World to reverſe 
even the very ſentence of Death. For 
| Theſeech you, what ſignifies the moſt 
inviting and alluring prize and Crown 
of Glory, and the molt affrighting and 
formidable danger ? if we have nota 
power to obtain the one, or have not 
power and ability to turn from the 0- 
ther? Thus when we conſider what fa- 
tal incapacities and invincible difticul- 
ties in this manner we lie under, then 
the poſition of irreſpetive EleQion, 
muſt needs 1mpede, and totall ob- 
{tru us in our Chriſtian courle and 
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20. ET us not then too cloſely 
, adhere to thele dangerous and 
deſtructive Principles of the Anri-Re- 
monſtrants ; tor the furm of this pre- 
ſent modern Controverſie, and the 
whole of the diſpute about it, muſt be 
plainly reſolv'd into this, whether the 
_ infinite power of God, and his abſo- 
lute ſ{overaignty and domimion over | 
his Creatures, {hall be more advanc'd , 
than the glorious property of the D1- 
BZ vine Mercy, and ineftfable Goodneſs ? 
EE Now the great Patrons of abſolute E- 
lection, do place the great Attribute 
of the Almighties Power, 1n the high- | 
eſt Sphere of Motion : the more ſober 
Afſlerters of Conditional Election and 
Reprobation, do derive the ſpring 
_ and origine of them from more ditte- 
rent Caules than the former do. . For 
theſe as they affign the Decrees of E- 
lection from the. Almighties intuition 


of Mans righteouſneſs and holineſs, ſo 
_ they 


| and infinite Perfe 
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they do the other of Reprobation, from 
the conſideration of {in and 1mpiety. 
Now upon theſe two Poles, the two dl- 
ſtant ſtates of mans ſalvation,or damna- 
tion do immediately depend and move. 
So that the firſt Opinioniſt does frame 
to himſelf a different ſcheme of Gods 
| Power from the other. The latter, 
the Remonſtrant, entertains a proper 
Idea and repreſentation not only of 
Gods infinite Mercy and Compaſſion, 
but of his effential juſtice. And here 
'T ſhall fully declare to you the truth 
' ofall ; Now it muſt be granted on all 
fides, that in reſpe& of Gods Nature 
com he does by one 
moſt pure and fimple a&, decree all 
things to be effected ; bur if reſpect be 
had to the things ſo decreed, ſome Pri- 
ority and Poſteriority may juſtly take 
place. Therefore moſt Authours trea- 
ting on this ſubject, have entertained 
different notions of the divine decreesin 
re{peCt of the order of them. This then 
being acknowledg'd to be a greatand 
an undoubted truth, that the EleQion 
of the Almighty cannor be of all men ; 
for a general Election is truly repug- 
nant to the Principles of right Reaſon I 
(it being anaCt of the receiving of 1 
fo ane, 
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one, and rejecting of. another ) there- 
tore four forts of Decrees may be juſtly 
aſign'd and allow'd of ; as ſo many 
branches ſpringing from one great 
root. And now to imprint in us a due | 
apprehenſion of them ; the firſt is | 
founded in Gods Miſhon of his only be= | 
gotten Son into, the World toredeem 
Mankind ; ſo that what was promiſed 
inthe Old Teſtament, is confirmed and 
' Tatified in the New ; 1n the fulneſs of 
time the Almighty ſending his Son : | 
But pow whether the conſideration of a 
Mediatour between God and Man, did 
1n the divine Decree precede the con- 
{ideration of eternal Salvationto be ob- 
tained by him, or the Salvation ap- 
pointed to Believers, does precece the 
conſideration of a Mediator , is a Que- 
ſtion which the Calvinifs themſelves 
did diſagree about, and fo they left it 
- under doubt and diſpute. But me- 
thinks, this does not carry ſo great. 
difficulty along with it ( as ſome fond- 
ly imagine ) for ſince our bleſſed Savi- 
our 15 acknowledg'd the meritorious 
Cauſe of Mans Salvation, then the | e 
Knot is eaſily untied, ſince the cauſe in | 1: 
order of Nature muſt, and till does | t: 
precede the effeQ, (the former _ | 
| 41- 


| Nature of Gods Decrees. 329 
alwayes antecedent tothe other ) and 
certainly then the conſideration of a 
Mediatour mult pre-exift in the di- 
vine Idea ; 1n order to the negotiating 
the great buſineſs of Mans ſalvation by 
_ him. Now the ſecond Decree of God: 
 I5to give eternal life to all Believers ; 
this you know 1s the great condition 
_ of Gods Covenant of Grace and Mer- 

cy made with Mankind. And this 
truth runs 1n expreſs terms in the fa- 

cred Scripture, as in S. Johy 3. 16. 

For God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be« 
lieveth in him, ſhould mot periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. The third De- 
cree is to give and adminiſter ſufficient 
Grace and ſtrength to believe, other- 
wayes all our Chriſtian endeavours (as 
you have heard at large) are vain and 
fruitleſs; for by nature we are fo 
weak and infirm, that we need ſtill the 
| helps and Auxiharies of divine Grace, 

| toenable us to perform a ſupernatural 
duty (which is truly to betieve in God) 

and all in order to a blefledend, our 
| eternal ſalvation. The fourth and 
| laſt Decree is, to make ſuch men par- 
| takers of ſalvation, whom God 1n his 
| divine Preſcience did forekee would 
T & 2 be- 
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believe 1n his Son ; and by his affilting 


Grace perſevere in the ſame. Now 
rhe molt rigid Predeſtinarians do give 


their ready aſſent to the three firſt kinds 


of Decrees. And that they highly 


concern all that are within the pale of 
Chriſtianity, that are within the ſound 


of the Goſpel, and fo have heard of 


Chriſt. But ſome out of meer pee- 


viſhneſs will not admit of this laſt, as 
nor deſerving the very name of a De- 


cree, affirming that it is altogether 


unbecoming the Maieſty of Heaven, 


the divine Wiſdom. For if a graci- 
ous King foreknowing who would 
come in, and ſo acknowledge their 


rebellion by their ſubmiſſion, ſhould 


_ decree that all comers in ſhould be par. 


- Pugners of this truth, that it 1s no way 


doned; then it is urged by ſome op- 


ſuitable or agreeable to royal wiſdom 
to make another Decree, to pardon 
thoſe whom he foreſaw would come 


in. I anſwer, That the latter being  : 


but the exemplification of the former , 
it need not be the ſubject. of ſo great 


and fierce contention among Chriſtt- 


ans profeſſing the ſame- Faith. And 


beſides, theſe Decrees as to the order 
thereof, are ſo modell'd quoad ad pos, 


as 
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as tous, to make them lie level as to 
ſome meaſure of the knowledge of 
them with the loweſt and meanelt ca- 
Pacities, and thereby fully co demon- 
itrate what God requires of us, And 
then in the laſt place for ſome to ob- 
ject that Gods conditional Decrees , 
as to the laſt ſort can be of no uſe or 
efficacy to any man in this life ; that 
muſt be exploded as a moſt groſs and 
palpable error : for ſuch conttitutions 
of the Almighty mult be acknow- 
edg'd to be the greateſt incentive to 
_ all ro repent and believe, in order to. 
fit them for the promiſed bleſſings of 
the Goſpel. And as to what 1s farther 
argued, I anſwer, That Gods irreſpe- 
ive Decrees do not confer more be- 
neht to David, than to Saul, as men : 
neither more to Abe/, than to Caiz, as 
Brothers ; neither to Peter, than 
to Judas, as they were both Diſciples. 
Now as the bare name of the one does 
not ſecure him Heaven, ſo neither thac 
of the other exclude him from ir ; but 
as the firſt was a Man after Gods. own 
heart, the other had a Spirit of fal- 
ſhood ; the one did worſhip the true 
God, the other did run to falſe ones, 
to Sorcerers and to Witches. As t0 
Lf 3 - uf 


the other inſtance, Abe! did offer up 
an acceptable Sacrifice, the other did 
what was ſinful, as not proceeding 
from the ſame upright heart, and to 
the ſame holy and þ coli ends. And 

then laſtly, that Fud4as would have re- 
ceived the ſame blefling, as Peter 
did, if he had not ſo unworthily be- 
tray'd his Maſter ; now this great 
truth 15 confirm'd and more perſonal- 
ly applied in anſwer to S. Perers que- 
ſtion in the 19.0f S. Matrh. 27. Verl. 
where he ſaith, Maſter, we have forſa- 
ben all, and followed thee, what (hall we 
have therefore ? Ourbleſſed Saviour re- 
plies in theſe words in the following 


Verſe 28. That they that have followed If 


ne ini the regeneration, in the new birth, 
diſcovering the ſame in true peniten- . 
tial tears as Peter did ; when the Son of 
ear ſhall fit in the throne of his glory, ye 
alſo ſhall fit upon: twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve Tribes of Iſrael. Now a- 
mong theſe very perſons, to whom 
our Saviour addrefſes his diſcourſe, 
 Fudas was, he was oneof the twelve, 
and he had a Throne appointed for 
- him ; and aScepter, and a Crown was 
intended ; there is no mention of the 
leaſt exception of him, for the ——_ 
gt T7. of | 
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of Thrones and Ccoleſtial Dignities, 
was proportion'd to the number of 
their perſons. So that it mult be tru- 
ly concluded, that Fudas did make the 
exception himſelf, by betraying his 
Lord and Maſter ; and fo he muſt needs 
fail of the promiſed Mercy, the ob- 
taining his enthroning 1n Heaven 2 - 
ſince the divine EleQion is ſtill a con- 
dition annext, and linkt to duty and o- 
bedience. And ſo Iſhall now proceed 
fully to demonſtrate to you, that, that 
IS a falſe notion of Gods power that 
1nterferes with, or any way oppoſeth 
his Goodneſs and Mercy. ?Tisan un- 
deniable Maxim, and known rule in 
the Schools, That quicquid dicitur de 
Deo, eſt ipſe Dems, (that 15) that what- 
ſoever 1s attributed to God, is God him- 
ſelf: ſo that we muſt not allow of any 
unequal apprehenſion either of the di- 
vine power, juſtice, or mercy ; for 
_ theſeglorious Attributes do ſhine with 
equal rayes, with the ſame intenie 
and Meridian ſplendour, ſo that the 
radiant light of the one, does not e- 
clipſe or obſcure the. other, for we 
muſt by no means advance the one to 
the oe or diminution of the o- 
| ther. For every one of Gods effential 
— & 4 pro- 


244 A Diſcourſe ofthe | 
roperties have their diftin& province, 

bs they fieed not invade and intrench 
upon one anothers peculiar. Now as 
'you have partly heard before, that 
the Predeſtination of men 1s one ſimple 

and immanent aCt in God; yet in con 
deſcenſion to our humane and infirm [ 


— 


capacities, we may be juſtly licenſt to 
apprehend leveral parts in the divine 
Decree, the one concerning the eter- 
nal Eletion of men, the cthzr reſpe- 
Qtive or conſequent of the former, 
which conſiſts 1a the execution of the | 
Decree in reference to Men. Now the. 
ultimate end of all is, the Almighties 
Glory, which is manifeſted in the ad- 
- vancing not of one ſingle, but ofall his 
divine Attributes not only of his pow- 
&r, but of his juſtice ſweetned with | 
Mercy. $So that all Gods Properties 
do appear, and ſhine forth illuſtri- | 
_ oully in the great work of his EleQi- | 
on of men to eternal life. For the 
Lord did not intend the bare declarati- 
on of his infinite power, but much - 
more that of his ineffable Mercy, in | 
that aC&t of divine Goodneſs exercis'd 
towards Man in his loweſt ſtate of mi- 
lery. So that as God isa Sovereign 
Lord, he is as well a compaſſionate Fa- - 
| | a 
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| 


ther, and a righteous Judge, and fo 
the divine Decrees are as. juſt, as 
they are mighty, and as merciful as 
either, and his jultice in the ſame, is as 


eſſential to him, as his Omnipotence, 


and his compaſſion equal, nay it does 
outweigh : as the P/a/m/? tells us, his 
mercy 1s {upereminent, and above all 
his works, and ſo1n the ſeventh Chapter 
of Micah, and the 18. Verſe, we read 


there that God deliphteth in mercy; but 


we never read that he rejoyceth in 
Judgment, but rather in mercy a- 
gain({t it. So that the divine Goodneſs, 


| like a tender Mother, does hang and 


hover, and melt in tears over a weak 
and faln Child, whom juſtice does fo 
ſeverely threaten for his lapſe by diſo- 
bedience. Thus the divine Mercy does 


highly diſplay ir ſelf ina perfedt com- | 


milſeration of Mankind. YeEweca tells us 


 inhisE piſtles, That primurs deorum cul- 


tres eff Deos credere, deinde reddere ma- 
jeſtatem, ſomul & bonitatem, ſine qua anut- 


laeſt majeſtas, ( that is ) That the foun- 


dation of the worſhip of God 1s laid in 
the*beltef of a God, according tothat 
Text in Heb.t1.6. That he that comes 


unto God (that 15) by way of duty and = 


ſerviceof him, muſt believe that he is : 
| Aud 
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And then the next ſtept towards i it 1 = - 
to acknowledge Gods Majeſty, and as 

well his Goodneſs , without which 
therecannot poſſibly be any greatneſs; 
in which words, the natural Philoſo- 
pher affirms, that Gods infinite Good- 
neſs ſeems to comprehend, and include 
all the reſt of the Lords glorious Attri- 


butes ; nay, to be the higheſt FRO 
of the divine Effence. 
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CHAP. XXXI 


J1.F7JOW fromthele plain and e- 
VN vident premiſſes, the conſe- 
quence of the diſcourſz, muſt needs at 
leaſt be this. I ſay, we may very 
ſafely conclude from it, That the Do- 
Qtrine of abſolute Predeſtination can- 
not be founded on the great and Sove- 

_ reign Attribute of the Almighty's 
Power and Domimion over his Crea- 
tures. For ifit was deſign'd to advance 
his infinite Power and Greatneſs ; why 
ſhould then the Apoſtate Devils in 

_ their war, which they have alwayes 
maintained apgainft the Omnipotent 
God and his Church; why ſhould they 
be ſo ſtrongly prevailing ? as that the 
Almighty ſhould not gain and bring 
more by his power to eternal fſalvati- 
on, than the faln Angels do men 
to everlaſting deftruQtion ? ſhall a re. 
bel-Creature, and that of an inferiour 

order, conquer more than the Lord of 
Hofts ? than the mighty Arm of Om- 
, __ nipo» 
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nipotence it ſelf ? Now the whole 
World 1s buta larger Common, and. 
ſo muſt admit of a greater and a farther 
extent, than the true Chriſtian Chur- 
ches encloſure. For the number of 
true Believers 15 but ſmall (like the 
leſſer tythe to the numerous Harvelt 
of Mankind ) therefore our bleſſed Sa- 
viour does preach the truth of this fun- 
damental Doctrine to us, upon this ve- 
Iy account, that men {hould earneſtly 
contend azd ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate, as 1n S. Matth, 7. 17. becauſe 
ſtrait is the gate, and narrow u the way 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it, Now the Devil like the. | 
great Goliah, ſeems not only to defie, 
but (1f it were poſſible) to.defeat not 
only the mighty power, but the bleſ- 

{ed defign of the mercy of the living 
God to all miſerable finners : But 'tis 
ſtrange that Satan can reduce a greater 
multitude to his Empire, than the 
Lord canbringinto hiseverlaſtingKing- - 
dom,and perfect ſtate of bleſſedneſs;and 
that the great hater of ſouls ſhould - 
work more over to rebellion, than 

_ he that 15a true lover of them can to 
their due 'obediences. Certainly God 
did never decree ſuch advantage to us, | 

=_ and 


Nature of Gods Decrees. 349 
and our grand enemy the Devil. For 
where then were the mighty effes of 
his power ” ſo then we cannot with a- 
ny probability aſhgn the caule of any 
abſolute Predeſtination of men to eter- 
nal life or death, to the bare and naked 
exaltation of Gods Power and Great- 
neſs. Burt this act of the divine W1ll 
1n the Predeſtination of Men, does beſt 
conſiſt with the reputation of his Ju- 
 ſtice, his Mercy and Wiſdom, and in- 
effable Goodneſs. Yet ſome in the 

World, have nag” attempted to 
conquer men. into a full belief of this 
cheir avowed aſſertion, and that by the 
 Pretended variety of Arguments, and 
| numerous weapons drawn out of the 
Ninth Chapter to the Romans ; this 
being the great Magazin of all their 
imaginary ſtrength, and the only for- 
treſs, their cried up ſtrongeſt defence. 
But now he that ſhall diligently exa- 
mine the whole purport of that Chap- 
_ ter, (as it 1s excellently well done by 
ſeveral perſons, as Ep:iſcopizs, and others 
of great and eminent abilities) he wall ' 
quickly fetch Arguments and Arrows 
enough out of their own Quiver to 
wound them into a confeſſion of the 


contrary opinion ; for the great dere 
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of the whole Chapter hath a diret and 
an immediate aſpect on the different 
_ eftafe and varions condition of the 

Jews and Gentiles ; 10 that the Divine 
a&t of Reprobation, cuts off the Jews 
from the promited Bleſſings no longer 
than they continue in unbelief, as does 
moſt clearly appear from Roz. 11. 23. 
Apd they 4 that 1s, the people ofthe | 

ems , if they bide not ſtill in anbeliefy, | 
fell be graffed in, for God is able tograf 
thens in again. And Gods Eleftion_ 


than they perſevere in the Faith and 
belief of Chriſt, as is evident from the 


Pas! begins with an ecce, behold! which 
_ doesRtilt uſher in ſomething that is ve- 
ry remarkable; where the Apoſtle 
does give us a proſpett of the goodneſs 
and iNerity'of Godon them that fell, 
ſeverity, in the abſciflion of the Fews; 
but towards thee, goodnels, ;/ zhow co 
timue inhis goodneſs, otherwayes thog alſo 
m__—_ cnt off; herein direCQting. him- 

elf to the Genriles. And-S. Peter be- 
comes: the preacher of this ſo great a 
truth thar Ido aſſert, as1n As 16. 34. 
Fhen Peter opened his month, as ſpeak- 
ing ſome great thing of mighty weight 


and 


comprehends the Gerriles no longer, | 


22. Verſeofthat Chapter, where Saint Þ 
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and importance ; of which he gives us 


an infallible aſſurance, and therefore 


he prefixes a kind of Oathto this his 


 ſoſolemn an aſfſeveration : of a zruth I 
perceive (faith he ) in' danti/as, Tam in- 


finitely raken with the love of this ſo 


admirable a truth, I am perfeQly wrape 
_ up 1athecontemplation of this ſo Hea- 


venly a Dottrine, hat God s 70 reſpec- = 
that he hath 
no regard, neither does he caſt the leaſt 


ter of perſons; (that is ) 


eye of fayour in his acceptance to the 
external condition of the perſon, ler 
ſhim be of what Nation, or Family, 
| Name, or Quality ſoever ; where 
+ S, Peter in his Sermon does clip the 
wings of the Fews confidence ; for they 


were of ſo narrow a Breaſt and Soul, 
as they would confine the divine Good= 


neſs within their own limits, from the 

viler effects of envy to the good of o- 
 thers, they would wholly engroſs all 
the Bounty and Boons of Heaven to 
themſelves; when S. Pezer here doss 
exprelly declare, That God does nor 
reſpe& mens perſons but their piety, 


and you have a clear inſtance of this 


i in the ſecond Verſe of the 10 to the 
 Atsof the Apoſtles, of one Corxelius 


and 


a Centurion, the Romans did collect 
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and chulſe their Souldiers out of ſeveral 
Provinces, but the ſtrength and flow- 
_ exof their Army did come and fpring 


out of 1ra/y, Now this Cornelius was | 


by Birth an [a/:an, where the whole } 
Nation was plung'd 1n horrible Ido- 
latry, and this Centurion was in the | 
Camp, where fin and vice did march 
uncontrouPd 5 yet when Corze/ins did” 
become a true Worſhipper of God, a 
true Convert, a Profſelyte in heart, 
though not of the Circumciſion, and of 
the ſame open profeſſion with the Jews; 
yet he fearing God, being truly Reli- 
o10us towards the Lord, and righteous 
towards men, is readily accepted of 
God, and as ſoon admitted into his fa- 
your : thus you may ealily perceive, 
that inany Nation, «@ 75 -1pois), if it be 
in Perſia, as S. Chryſoſtome obſerves, in 
the remoteſt parts of the habitable 
World, yet he that feareth God. 
(where, by the fear of God, his whole 
Worſhip 1s. clearly underſtood) and 
- continuing in the ſame, and ſo work- - 

ing righteouſneſs, (that is ) when the 
leeds of Gods Grace and Goodneſs are 
ſownin mens hearts,and grow up inthe 
pragtice of their lives, ſuch a perſon is 
accepted, or becomes truly acceptable 
1 EO . unto: 
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| unto: God. Sothat it is not by reaſon 


of any abſolute divine Decree ; but the 
effential ground of all Gods reſpe& to 
Mankind, 41s derived from their piety, 
and uprightneſs of heart and life. Now 
the violent defenders of unconditional 
Decrees, their Principles are ſo weak 
and infirm, that they. mult of neceſſity 
call in the Auxiliaries, and joint aids of 
the moſt cunning contrivances and in- 
trigues of men ; but every good Chri- 
ſtian ſhould be ready arm'd, and for- 
tified againſt all their moſt treacherous 
invaſions and deluſions in this ſo impor- 
tant a concern : and here give me leave 
to re-aſſume that great Apoſtolical 
caution 1n Ephe/. 4. 14. That you be wot 
carried about with every wind of Do- 
arine, and that by the fleight of meg, 


| &s Th oben every: the word is a 


_ Metaphor taken from the cunning 
tricks in Gaming ( there being as great 
 Counterfeits in Religion, as there be 
Cheats in the other). Now the ſubs 
tle Gameſter by the palming of a Dze, 
by his ready art of deceit, can throw 
what Caſt he hatha mind toz and the 
cloſe Heretick does as ſoon delude us, 
| with what ſeemingly plauſible Doc- 
{ trinehe pleaſeth. Fg that this ſo great 

| a4 
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a Jugler in Divinity, can as eaſily win 
a real beliet of whatſoever ſpecious and 
gilded Opinion he dqes preſent Men 


withal, Ne ms werdbiag Ths mearys* by — 


theſe fallacious methods and artifices 
the Devil _m greatelt number, 
and the moſt conſiderable prizes on the 
ſtage of the World. Bur ſhall the 
grand enemy of mankind bring a grea- 


ter multitude to Is party, and hook 
and catch more by his ſpecious baits 
of pleaſure, than God can invite by 


offering men the moſt raviſhing and 
really tranſcendent joyes ? That the 
one {hould prevail and take more with 


his momentany delights, and minute 


drops, than God can. by his overflow- 
ing ſprings and rivers of comfort that 
run at his right hand for evermore. 
And laſtly, *tis ſtrange that Satan can 
allure a greater number with the ſmall 


petite periſhing commodities of this. 
World ? than the Lord can by the laſt- 
ing and moſt durable treaſures in Hea. 
ven ? And ſhall rational men now a- | 


dayes own, and as vainly affe& the 


itmplicity of the weak [-d:azs ? tobe. 


tar more delighted with the meer 


gaudy ſuperficies of Worldly things, 
wich painted Glaſs? than with rich 


Jewels, 
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Jewels, and Diadems of Glory? and 
that men ſhould be more tranſported 
with: the love of poor empty enjoy- 
ments, than with the offterture of an 
eternal poſſeſſion ? of a never cealing_ 
Kingdom 1n Glory ! *tis an undeniable 
argument of horrible perverſeneſs, that 
men {ſhould become ſuch cruel ene- 
mies to themſelves, as wot ro ſuffer 
Chriſt to rule ever them, And yet to 
permit the Devil to inſult and triumph; 
and thus ſhall men be more diligent 
and induſtrious for ruine, than appear 
concerned for eternal felicity: So that 
now it is high time that every ſober 
Chriſtian ſhould reje&t and explode 
this ſo vain and deſperate a Dodarine 
of peremptory and abſolute decretory 
Sentences of the Almighty. For that 
Satan this Prince of darkneſs, ſhould 
draw ſuch ſhoals of followers after 
him, is not by vertue of any pe- 
remptory and abſolute divine Decree. 

_ $6 that the original of all muſt of ne- 
| ceflity be derived from the intrinſick 

 _natureof Man; and therefore God does 
all along in the Scripture complain of 
the moſt difingenious tempers of men, 
with the moſt accuſing reflections up- 
on their horrible incorrigiblenels , 

Aa whick 
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which 1s joyn'd and accompanied with 
the moſt pathetical reproof of mens ob- 
ſtinacy. That neither his great Mer- 
cy, nor his divine Judgments, canbe 
of that prevalency as to make men re- 
turn from the error of their wayes. 
And ſhall we not ſooner hearken to the 
{till & calm voice ofGod in mercy,than 
to that more audible one in Judgment, 
and lowder Thunder ? and ſhall not 


mens hearts be more oblig'd by the ” 


milder arguments of Gods love and 
endearments, than by the ſharper ones 
of his terrors and threatnings ? Nay, 
that men ſhould arrive to ſo great 2 - 
height of deſperate.impiety, as to de- 

i; iſe and make a mock of Gods various 
medicinal diſpenſations towards them. 
"Tis a very fatal Prognoſtick, and as 
certain an indication, That the Pa- 
cient 15 paſt all poſſible recovery, when 


he falls into ſtrange and ridiculous Fits 'Y 


of laughter ; then indeed death derides 
the Phyſician, and as readily mocks all 
the attempts of a cure ; but it is a far 
more dangerous ſymptom of the de- 
ſperate condition of ſuch men, when 
they as {cornfully contemn and ſcoff at 
Gods gracious dealings with them : 
when Men ſhall decry the wayes of 


"I 
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_ godlineſs and piety. To laughit' if 
| poſſible ) into reproach and contempt 


when ſuch ſhall appropriate to them- 


| ſelves the epithete of being fools, ard 


that by making a meer mock of ſin, and the 


judgments of it. Then indeed men 
have arriv'd to ſuch a remedileſs eſtate, 


that having thus filPd up the meaſure 
of their 1niquities, as a full grown Im- 
polthume becomes quite ripe for ex- 
cilion, fo the other to be cut off by the 
hand of Divine vengeance. And thus 


_ the Almighty does by the power of 
his juſtice aſſuredly puniſhſuch, whom 
he cannot gain and invite by his divine 


Clemency and Mercy. For the juſt 
Anger of God begins where his 1nhnite 
Goodneſs terminates and ends. His 
punitive juſtice does not ariſe, till the 


great Luminary of his Mercy 1s ſet and 
_ diſappears: and yet the impartial ju- 


{tice of the great Judge of Heaven and 
Earth, does not make any the leaſt en- 


croachment on his Mercy and Good- 
neſs to his Creatures. Since 1t hath a 


very large and ample extent of its own, 
comprehending a great number of re- 
bellious and obdurate ſinners within 


its verge and power. Now on the 0- 


ther hand, we ſhould not ſubſtra&t ſo 
" "M@1 much 
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much trom the great Attribute of dls be 
vine Goodneſs and Mercy , as to'make 


and bring a greater acceſſion to his So- 
vereignty'and Power. For to do this, 
would be almoſt to leave him that is 


the moſt merciful God, a bare and 


empty name.-and title, and that only to 
make up the grandeur of the ſtile of 
the' Great and Glorious, and dreadful 


Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. Let us 
then wholly ' renounce this unreaſona- 


ble and abſurd poſition of any abſolute 


Decree: Let us never acknowledge this, 
which 1s only the approved Article of 
the © Gezeva Belief. For why ſhould 
every man be excited, and quickened - 


all along in the holy Scriptures con- 


ftantly to itruggle, and to ſtrive, asin 


Luke 13.24. «yori. &om Nv, (that is) 
to contend with the greateſt vigour, 
and violence, as in wreſtling. For in 
that laborious exerciſe, a continued 


earneſtneſs hath a mighty influence on 
Tmens bodies; Chriſtian _— | 


fhould be much more on mens ſouls, 


and be ſtrongly exerted 1n their lives : 


the former is concentered in every 
Wreſtlers ſinews and joints ; ſo that 
the parts of the Body thus exerciſed, 


ihould inſtruc the foul in its encoun- - 
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ters, and ſo to go on in the way of 
obedience, and all to fit, and readi- 
Iy diſpoſe us to ſtrive to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate : yet pray what ſignibe 
Tuch ingeminated and paſſionate ex- 
hortations in the Goſpel 7o exter ? if 
| 1tis only opea to a certain priviledged 
number of ſome few Travellers tothe 
New Fers/alem ( that Heavenly Coun. 
trey). Yet here ſome bold Fiduciaries, 
who do confidently pretend thar 
_ their names are certainly written 
4a the Book of Life, have ftrived, 
nay violently contended for the en- 
lar JEement of this vis vans, of this 

_ exceeding narrow door, or way, to 
make it a greater paſſage and road 
tor the rebellious, the oppoſers of 
 Lawful Government, thele over- 
rown finners, to go 1n at, to give 

| the © eaſieſt admiſhion to themſelves 
and ſo great a bulk of fin, for beth 
at once toenter in. For they that fo 
highly boaſt, that they are tru- 
ly Gods Eleed anes, are adjudg- 
ed and as ſoon declared 1n the Courc 
| of their own ereQing, to be no Cri- 
| minals, no though they perpetrate 
/ the greateſt and moſt horrible Vi- 
lanies. So that any that are of the 
| A a 4 © abſo- 
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abſolute Predeſtinarian party, ſhall F 
with a zoz obſtante, notwithſtanding 
the clamour oftheir deſperate impie- 
ties and lowdeſt guilts, be pronoun- 
ced truly godly perſons. Now then | 
upon this account, the moſt profli- | 
cate and habituated ſinner need not | 
P fer his ſoul to fink with faintings, | 
and deſpair of finding Mercy at laſt. | 
And the only infallible means, and | 
© - — the beſt expedient to be found out for 

; this, would be to enter their names 
(if they are not regiſtred already ) 
| into the Liſt of the Predeſtinarian de- 
=_— fenders, and ſo tobe ſure to throng to 
that fide, when men 'are become be- 
yond expreſſion vicious, and fo bad, 

as they will not 'continue in obed1- 
ence to the Divine and ſtrict Laws 

of true Piety, and Evangelical Holi-_ 
'neſs. © And' this makes 'men flie ſo |] 
haſtily' from Chriſt's Colours, to the |] 
Enemies 'Camp. Thus the DoCtrine - 
of abſolute Decrees, is ſet upby ſome _ 
a City of Refuge for the worſt kind | 
of ſinners, the moſt deſperate ones to | 
the unto, hoping there to obtain ſafe= |] 
ty ;'nay ſome' perſons ſnatch at this 
Tenet, as at a Plank to preſerve them 
from the common Shipwrack of _ 
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ſinful race of Mankind 3 and many 
times they do lay ſo much ſtreſs unto it, 
and ſo heavy a weight of ſinupon it, 
that they as ſoon fink both their conhi- 
dence, and the Doctrine it ſelf, and ſo 
| it cannot ſecurely land them on the 
| Shoar and ſafety. 
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FA 32. A ND now I could further 

make'it evident to you, that 
this fo deſtructive an_ opinion of irre- 
ſpective Decrees, 1s plainly contradic- 
tory to that expreſs Maxim, and Poſi- 
tion in Gods ſacred Word, in Hb. 1 2. 
14. That without holineſs, &xaous, ms 
porting true ſanCtification and puny ” 

' of life, without which no man ſhall ſce 


the Devil that great impoitor, ſhould 
draw a more conl(iderable company in- 
to ajoint league of friendſhip with him- 
ſelf; and thar men ſhould fet them- 
ſelves in open hoſtility againſt God 
and Piety. This certainly is a moſt 
cunning faſcination of the Spirit of de-. 
luſion, that he ſhould bewitch a far 
greater number with the deceitfulneſs 
of fin, than God can counter-charm 
with the ſweetneſs of his Mercy ? And 
that the - Devil ſhould preval more 
with his arguments of flattery , _ 
| = : _ THO 


the Lord. But here *tis ſtrange, that | 
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F the Lord can with the ſacred endear- 
ments of his love and clemency ? 
This is an egreg10us piece of folly, that 
men ſhould ſufter themſelves ſo ſheep- 
iſhly to be entangled, and ar laſt enſna- 
red into unhappy contracts and mor. 
gages of themſelves, and at length 
to be forced to ſell their fouls outright ; 
and that all this while poor men will 
not accept of an eternal Eſtate, and a 
never failing Inheritance, purchaſed 
by the Blood of Chriſt. our Saviour , 
ipoxoyeuiroc, Without farther diſpute, oF 
the leaſt Controverſie ; this ſo deſpe- 
| rate a madneſs, this ſo deplorable an 
| effect ; this chuſing ruine bare-fac*d, 
can never proceed from any poſitive 
neceſſitating Decree of the Almighties, 
but meerly from the horrible perverſe- 
neſs of Mens own Wills, that the ligh- 
ter things of this World, ſhould 
weigh down and turn the ſcale, and 
| ballance men more, than the far more 
| ponderous and weightier mals of eter- 
| nal Glory? And ſhall men {till conti- 
| nue toſwallow down the gilded Pills 
of fin and wickedneſs, rather than tie 
ſovereign Cordials of Gods Grace and 
Mercy preſcrib'd and tender'd in his 
holy Goſpel? And laftly, Whar {hz1l 
= ve 
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we imagine will become of men that 
will be more oblig'd by tranſient fin- | 
ful delights, and ſhort-liv*d enjoyments | 
in this world, than by real though | 
diſtant proſpects of a future ſtate of fe- | 
licity ineverlaſting Glory ? and which 
is wonderfully prodigious, that men | 
ſhould be more atteQted with howling 
and gnaſhing of teeth , than with the 
{weeteſt harmony and . melodies of 
Heaven? Certainly then, from all _ 
theſe Conſiderations, we may colleCt a 
very ſafe Inference, That Mans de- 
ſtruQion and ruine is of himſelf ; let 
us not therefore ever argue it, or fetch 
it higher from the divine Decree ofab- - 
ſolute Reprobation ; it mult of neceffi- 
ty be ſuperinduc*d from another diffe- 
rent and foreign Coaſt. Let therefore 


the accurſed truits of fin and iniquity, 


| the bitterneſs of its effects be own?d © 


and acknowledg'd to derive and ſpring 
from its own native foil, the corrupr 
ground of our own depraved hearts: 
For not only the fatal growth of ſin, 
but the fin it ſelf does ariſe from the 


unhappy root of our own vicious na- 


tures and conſtitutions. ?Tis reported 
of the Pelicax, that ſhe violently tears 
her tender Breaſt with her ſharper 

- _ 
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Beak, fo that at thoſe very orifices ſhe 
lets forth life; Proprizs configimur alis:the 
event of Mens actions parallels the Hi- 
3 ftory; fora ſinner 1s ſocruel to him- 
| felf, that he does inflict his own mor- 
tal wounds, and that with his own 
hands, whereby the ſoul does eternal- 
Ty periſh ; thus we become Vipers to 
our ſelves, and tear out our own bow- 
els; our greateſt enemies are inbred, 
thoſe inteſtine and domeſtick ones, and 
all the Darts whereby weare too ſad- 
ly hurt and wounded, are taken out 
of our own Quiver; and as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, we fall by our own iniqui- 
ties, And therefore that ſevere incre- - 
pation which the Prophet Hoſea uſes 
againſt 1/rae/, as in Hoſea13.9, may 
as well be applied to every rebellious 
ſinner, Thou haſt perfectly deſtroyed thy 
ſelf. In which place, words ſeem to 
run themſelves into ſentences of grief 
and ſorrow, for mens wonderful ſtub- 
bornels and impenitence. Thus you 
clearly ſee, that weare the ſole cauſes 
of our own ruine, we become princt- 
pals and acceſſaries to our own unhap- 
' Þy fate. And Men do the greateſt in- 
_ jury to themſelves, when they ſo ſcorn- 


tully contemn the moſt eftectual _ 
| "A 
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ſovereign remedy for their fins and 
wounds, when men will not come un- 
to Chriſt, that they might have life ; 
and that by the right uſe ofthe means 
direly conducing to it. Now the Al- 
mighty does not compel any to happi- 
neſs, he does not force our conſent, but 
he endeavours to draw all men by the 
great attrattives of his love, and be- 


' Nign purpoſes of his Goodneſs towards 


them ; he forces: liberty on no perſon, 
men may defie a Manumilionif they 
pleaſe, and ſo ſubmit themſelves to the 
moſt ignoble vaſſalage of fin and Satan; 
they may ſuffer their ears 'to be fixt 
and nailed to the door poſt, as the ſer- 
vant under ' the old Law. did, as in 
Exod. 21. 5. whenhe ſhall plainly fay, 
T love my Maſter, my Wife, and my Chil» 
dren, I will zot go free. Thus heand 
every refractory  <avy may undergoa 
whole age of toil and bondage, and ſo 

become the captives of ſin and of the 
Devil, and fall in love with chains, 
and doat on fetters : Men, I ſay, may 
continue 1n this moſt ſervile and {laviſh 
ſtate, and never accept of a bleſſed en- 
franchiſement : but here *tis ſad tore- 


flea, that this Devils pretended pro- 


miles of freedom, ſhall have more effi- 
cacy 


the real Redemption of us by our ble{- 
ſed Saviour from the worlt of ſlaveries, 
and bondage to corruption. *Tis a hor - 

rid piece of ſtupidity, that men ſhould 


fo willingly give up their ears to be bo- - 


ren by ſo cruel a Maſter, that great 
Abaddon, or deſtroyer of Men, who 
though he allows men preſent, yet 
they are only imaginary pleaſures, and 
they will be ſure to be attended with 


bitterneſs, nay with future ſtings and 
ſtripes. Now affuredly, If Chriſt make 


#5 free, as 1n S. John 8.36. then ſhall 
we be free indeed, and that by being ad- 


vanc'd into the glorious liberty of 


the Sons of God. So that now no man 


can pretend to any fatal neceſſity of _ 
continuing in a condition of horrid 


ſervitude, and the ſevereſt thraldom ; 
or in the leaſt wile, to be faſt tied in 
the cords of ruine and deſtruction; and 
ſhall the Devil then lead us captive at 
his will ? and ſhall he preſent fin and 


ms 5% 044 CRE ro 
. 


Nature of Gods Decrees . 367 


cacy on Mens hearts and minds, than 


a___ 


iniquity 11 its moſt amiable and lovely 


| dreſs ? and with ſuch an inviting af- 
pe&, that men will reſolve to enjoy its 
treacherous embraces, tho? they really 
know them to be deadly and fatal ones? 
Shall men prefer paint and colour, be- 


fore 
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fore the Beauty of Holineſs ? which 
ſhould not only allure the eye, but ra- 
viſh and charm the very heart. Now 
the practice of true Piety, is the uni- | 
verſal intendment of the Goſpel, and 
the haberdum of Gods Mercies. The } 
whole Tenour of his Evangelical Co- 
venant of eternal life and bleſſednelſs, 
runs in a conditional form and ſtyle 
of real obedience, which is the moſt 
eftectual means of making all Gods 
promiſed bleflings in the ſacred Scri- 
pture to be really ours, and ſo we may 
very ſafely appropriate them to our 
ſelves. And now . men ſhould divert 
their uſeleſs and vain contemplations 
from aſpiring to a too confident 
ſearch into the ſeveral pretended links 

of abſolute Predeſtination, they ſhould | 


rather tie themſelves in the firmeſt | 


bands of Chriſtian diligence and care, 
and all to this great end, as in 2 Per. 1. 
&,6, 7. To add to the chain of Chrt- 
|ian Graces and Vertues, to unite to 
their knowledge faith, and to their 
faith to annex patience, and to faſten 
their patience 1n an indiſſoluble knot 
of real godlineſs, firmly "twiſted in 
- Brotherly kindneſs ; and thus ending 
in a laſting charity towards all _— 


. 
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_ I might now more tully demonſtrate 
' to you, that from this tailactous pre- 


_ formidable and direfyg 
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text of peremptory Decrees, the wild- 


_ eſt and moſt erroneous conlſequen- 


ces, and practices imaginable have been 
deduc'd, and that from this ſo abomi- 
nable a Principle. I ſhall forbear to 


preſent you with a larger Catalogue 


of its diſmal and pernicious effects ; 
tor we {ſhall find roo many pregnant 
proofs of its in1uſpicious and fatal 1n- 


| fluence, if we make no farther enqui- 
_ ry than our own experience prompts 


us to;; For where this Doctrine hath 
been rooted, and too faſtly rivetted in 
mens minds, it hath produc'd the moſt 
pills, 1t does 
fin, and it 


highly embolden men 


does feem to conſecrate the fouleſt and 
_ moſt enormous Crimes, and ſets men 
on to a ready ſubverſion of well order-_ 


edand governed Kingdoms ; on this 


_ very notorious and falſe pretence, that 
only the Elect, the Saints muſt bear 


the greateſt rule, and exerciſe the high- 


_ eſt and ſole dominion on Earth. And 
_ the fundamental cauſe of all Religious 
quarrels, hath been the ſtarted-up Te- 


net of abſolute Predeſtination 3 ſo that 
| B b = _ 
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the force of this erroneous perſwaſion 

may be very ealily colleQted from this, 
that it carries a ſecret Venome along 

with it, and the admiſſion of it is as 

of Poyſon into the Body, which as 

quickly runs from the heart to the 
hand ; which does as ſoon lift up it ſelf 
1n horrible rebellion, and diſobedience | 
againſt what is truly the beſt, as re. 
gal Government 1s. And upon this 
account too too many have ſacrificed 
their lives, and that in an unhappy 
juſtification of their Schiſm, and 
Crimes , and open Rebellion, being 

truly animated thereunto on this: con- 

fidence , and pure 1mpulle, that they 
are abſolutely Predeſtinated, and ſo | 
they are inWpertect ſtate of Grace, | 
and Salvation, So that ſome perſons } 
that take up this Doctrine, think that 
they may live in the perpetration of 
the greateſt ſins, without the leaſt |} 
danger as to the final event of their | 
ſouls; asthough the hopes of Heaven 
and happineſs may ſtand, -and become 
truly conliftent with a moſt profligate 
_ andvicious life. For if abſolute. Pre- 
deſtination muſt be freely granted, 
without any conlideration of piety, A 
: ſin 
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ſin in perſons ; then to what purpoſe 
ſhould men be ftill and daily preſt to 
£0 0n inthe {trictneſles of Religion, or 
of ſanctity. For it 1sall one, nay the 
_ very the ſame, whether a man be good 
or bad, truly innocent, or a criminal ; 
if neither the being the one or the 0+ 
ther, will no way make an alteration 
in the fatal concluſion, or iſſue of 
things. Indeed, this deſperate opini- 
on hath a mighty influence to the dil- 
paragement of a {trict and pious life. 
Fis the unhappy fomenter of irreligt« 
. on, it highly contributes to horrid 1m- 
 Pleties ; and 1t becomes bath Parent 
and Nurlſe te the vileſt ations, and 
| the moſt abominable Rebellions in 
| well ordered Kingdoms. And there 
| have not been wanting many eminent 
iQtruments thereof ; when the Mint- 
ſters of the Goſpel, which ſhould be 
.j the Embaſſadars of peace, have turn'd 
| Heralds to proclaim a pretended ho- 
F 1 iy War, whereby they have been ſo 
| Afuccebsful, that they have raiſed grea- 
| ter armies of vice, thanof Men ; and 
then it does ſeem an indifterent con- 
| . reſt, whether the Uſurper, or the Own- 
fF er have the beſt and greateſt right.; 
; Bb.2 mul- 
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multitude indeed, and ſtrength ſwaying | 
. the Moyite either way : for the deſpe- 
= | rately flagitious rabble do run in | 
I Troops, when Rebellion does entitle | 
= _ Cod to the Caule; ſo. that then the 
C worſt muſt be immediately Chri- } 

{tend the Righteous, the, holy Cauſe. 

Now in the inflammation of any Mem- 
 berinthenatural Body, there 1s a pre- 

ſent junio, and confluence of aſſiſting 

noxious humours, which do ſtrength- 
en and caule the exacerbation of the 
diſeaſe. *Tis the ſame in the Body 
 Politick, no ſooner hath the inflamma- 
tion of Pride blown up ambitious de- 
fires into a ready rebellion, but all the _ 

{ins of the people muſter themſelves | 

_ up, and flie thither for ſan(tuary. - | 
_ What Bankrupt will not then hope to. 
pay his adverſe Creditor with the | 

Sword ? and thus cancel all his obli- 

gations by ſpoil and rapine 3 and then 

every private jar offers it ſelf to 
be revenged. So. that when Mint-. 
ſters themſelves ( theſe Pulpit-Incen- 
daries)- have inflamed mens heads _ | 
and hearts with a giddy and erroneous 
zeal; they have preſently made ſuch 
_ uſe of their new Converts, as Hanni- 
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bil Gid of thols Oxex, when he 
did firſt fire the combultible matter, 
that was placed between their horns, 


he immediately ſent them forth to kin- 
dle the greater diſturbance, an1 to 


bring wild fre 1nto the enemies Camp. 
In tlus very manner the gludy multt- 


tude running in' Herds, have been 
excited to the oreatelt incurſions, 
not only 1n exerciſing their {trengr! 

and fury in puſhing at, but if poſſible 

to beat down Aat, and fo vio cently 
to trample on a due and Luwful Con- 
ſtitution and Government. And then 


when the flame of ſedition does break 


forth, men are quickly inſtigated to 
the commiſſion of the molt daring 


ſins, and damnable impieties, and that 
by the ready promiſes of theirReligious 


Enchanters, who do pretend to ſecure 
men Heaven. by ſending them down- 
right to Hell ; that pretend to reverſe 
S.*Pauls ſentence, Thar he that reſiſt- 
eth the power, does really receive 
damnation ; that on the contrary, the 
moſt rebellious {hall be infallibly 1ſi- 
ved, by reaſon they are concluded 
within the limits, and ſafe boundaries 


of. abſolute Predeſtination. [hus 


"BD 2 ſome 
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ed up in' the Pulpit ; and have ſeem- 
ed to engage and morgage Hea- 
ven for the vileſt Rebels ſecurity, and 


AD iſcourſe of the 


ſome zealous Butefear”'s have ſtart 


all to gain Auxiliaries from bold -ſin, 4 


and impudent vice. Thus they have 


highly animated their Proſelytes on to . 


the commiſſion ofthe moſt open impie- 


ties, and that by the repeated promiſes | 


of their certain and infallible ſalvati- 
on ( as they come within the compaſs 


_ of unconditional Election ) nay, ſome 


_ Predeſtinarian 's 
Conſiftory of Gezeva, . do loudly af- 
firm, that men by ating the higheſt 


Tnformers 


Rebellions, perpetrating ſo great evils, 


| have thereby given the cleareſt teſti- 
fication , that they are truly Prede-. 


ſtinated ; otherwayes they muſt come 
under the direful Anathema of Cur/e 


ye Meroz; becauſe they would not 


come forth to the help of the Lords 


Anointed, his ſeparated and Ele | 


people: Thus theſe egregions Impol- 


rers have arrived to ſo great a height 
of wickedneſs, that they have preten- 


of the 


; ded to have overpowered- Omnipo- 


tence it fſelfz nay to revoke and re- 
lcthd the divine Decrees, who have 


ful. 
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fully aſſured men eternal ſalvation, 


nay, even ſuch perſons who have done 
things worthy, and that of etern:l 
damnation : and all this mult be bot- 
tomedb$ and built on that ſo weak a 
foundation of Gods abſolute Decrees. 
Wohereupon theſe Empiricks in Divi- 
nity, have proclaimed the infallible be- 
nefit of this xa» , of this Antidote, 
that ſo men may be encouraged to 
{wallow down eaſily the moſt deadly 
Poyſons, the moſt deſtruftive errors, 
and the moſt fatal prejudices both 


* againſt Church and State; and by 
_ this means the greateſt MalefaCtors _ 


may beinduc'd to flie to the Horns of 


this new erected Altar ; and the vi- 


leſt Criminals, who being almoſt in- 
gulpht in a deep deſpair, by reaſon 


of his horribly ſinful courſe of life, 


will quickly and as greedily catch at 


theſe weak Reeds ( like ſinking men 
. at flender twigs) I mean theſe infiixm 


Dottrines of unconditional EleQion 
and Reprobation, Truly this ſo con- 
fident a Generation of Men , do 


_ offer the greateſt affront, and the 


higheſt contumely to an 1nfinitel 


_ righteous God, when they ſhroud fo 


Bb 4 many 
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many notorious fins and pollutions 
under his purer Patronage-:' For ſome 
make this DoQtrine large enough to 
cover the oreateſt heap of ſins, and | 
' rebellions under the Skirts of 1 Its Man- 
tle, when men do not make 1t their 
care, nay become. leſs induftrious | 
to conceal their iniquities within rhem- 
ſelves in their own Breaſts and Bo- 
ſoms, but rather buſie themſelves 
mn wrapping them up, -and fo hi- | 
ding. them "under the Veil of the. 


EanQuary of the Lord, the thin Vela- | 


men of the irreſpetive Decrees of 


God, boaſting that ſuch Theſes are 


3 truly divine and warrantable, and all 


to perſwade men into a plenary belief 
| of them: though the Eſpouſed prin- 
ciple 'in the natural tendency of it (as 
I havedemonſtrated at large) is truly 
deſtruQtive of a good & truly pious life. 
For it nips the bud of growing vertue, 
it deſtroys the life and vigour of Chri- 
ſtian Religion; fo that 'this opinion | 
will tempt men to live rather like oy. 
vileſt Heathen, than'the true and pu- 
rer Chriſtian. Nay, this Afſertion 44 
comes more pernicious, and of a far 
More dangerous conſequence, as not 
&  relt=* 
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} reſiding only in the mere idea of a 
/ mans underſtanding, in the bare no- 
tion, or nicer ſpeculation of it, but it 
breaks forth into Mens practices , 
they thereby making a plain confeſſi- 
on of their real beliet of it ; nay, this 
Dodrine hath been and is impregna- 
ted with vigour and power, and al-- 
moſt with life 1t felf, ſeeming really 
to be ſo; and that by the unanimous 
and united ſuffrages of the Abettors 
of it. And here 1 ſhall appeal to the 
judgment of ſober perſons, to any that 
are of unbiaſſed principles, whether 
this opinton of mine of Conditional 
Decrees, does not with greater rea- 
ſon, and to better purpoles of Piety, 
 explicate the truth, rhan the contra- 
ry aflertion does. I ſhall humbly 
_ deſire all perſons that are found and 
Orthodox, duly to weigh and conſider, 
which Poſition does moſt glorifie 
God, and brings the moſt. honour to 
his Juſtice, and reputation to his 
Goodneſs, and which does moit ad- 
vance the intereſt of holy living : 
And laſtly, which is moſt apt to 
make men become advocates for 
floth, carelefneſs, and impiety. Thus 
8 Sir, 
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Sir, you may clearly perceive, that 
I have uled my utmoſt endeavour ro 
give you as full ſatisfaction as I can 
as tothis ſo weighty and grand Que-_ 
_ ſion of Divine Predeftination ; this 
 beingtruly the Hindge upon which 
moſt of our Modern : diſputes, and 
_ our unhappy unchriſtian differences 
and animoſities - have moved, and 
turned. However, they thar- 
would have all their doubts ſolv'd 
. concerning the proper nature of Gods 
Decrees, let them readily adhere to 
the method, and the ſafe way pre- 
{cribed by our Saviour in- the Go- 
ſpel, That if men will be eternally 
happy hereafter, they ſhould be rea- ' 
dily perſwaded to be truly pious - 
here, though ſome vainly pretend, 
or rather dream, that holineſs of life, - 
15not fo ſtrictly commanded by God. 
Bur now if men will admit a belief 
| of this ſo horrid a Poſition, then the . 
Gates of Heaven can neyer be ſhut 
apainſt any, and then the narrow 
Way would become the broad one. 
But the evil and deſperate courſes of 
men which have been occaſioned by 
adhering to this ſo 1ll a - Principle, _ 
EET  - © © whereby 


| _ danger, 1s the cleareſt confutation 
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 Whereby an infinite guilr is contrac- 
ted, and eternal miſery, the neceſſa- 


ry conſequence of it, a due convicti- 
on of this, and of unavoidable enſuing 


imaginable of the perniciouſneſs of 
- this Doctrine. And now I have in- 
ſiſted rhe longer to diſcover the 
weakneſs of the Dorareitan Theſis 
of Abſolute Decrees, and all to re. 
' move the belief of, and aflent to 
ſo falſe a Propoſition, out of mens 
| hearts, which hath ſuch a blaſting 
influence to hinder the growth wi 
ſpring of Goodneſs and all Chriſtian 
Vertues.; ſince the violent and too 
eager vindication ofthis opinion, hath 
become the readieſt bait, and tempta- 
tion to withdraw men from the pra- 
Ctice of true Piety, and of a ſevere 
and ſtrict Religion. Let none then 
be deterred from the ſtudies of a ho- 
Iy life ; and then all men or 
ing the ſacred Will of God, by obey. 
ing the moſt Religious 1njuncti- 
ons of the bleſſed Feſws, ſhall afſu- 
redly know which of the controver- 
_ ted Dodrines, either of: Abſolute, or 
Conditional EleQion and Reproba- 
1 mon, 
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tion, is of God, as in tÞ&e 7h. of Johy, 
and the 17:4. Veri. For our bleſſed Sa- 
viour in that place, delivers it in an 
expreſs affirmation, That if any man 
will do his. will, hz ſhall know of the \ 
 Do@rine, whether it be of God or of |} 
2741; the meer Chimzra, or. the 
phantaitick illuſion of a giddy and 
tulant brain. Then and then on- 
* we ſhall find the undoubted cer- 
tainty, and infallible afſurance of all 
by the bleſſed effetts of righteouſneſs 
in everlaſting bliſs and happineſs. 
To conclude this Chapter, and there- | 
with ar preſent to put a pericd to_ - 
this Diſcourſe, IT ſhall only inform 
you, That the late- Primate of A47-. 
magh, the Learned, and, for Piety, 
truly venerable Biſhop Uſher, a lit- 
tle before he died, did openly pro- 
teſs his utter abhorrence of the .Ge- © 
eva Doctrine, and Diſcipline ; and - 
he did breath forth his laſt in'a firm 
and full belief, that the Decrees and 
Conſtitutions of the Almighty were 
conditional, 1a a perfect intuition of a 
mans Faith, or impenitence, his obe- 
dience, or rebellion, his greater pie- 
ty, or more deteltable ſins and crimes. 


Now 
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Now this publick declaration of this 
great truth, and that to divers per- 


ſons of eminent worth, was very re- 
markable ; ſince 1n that very junQture 
of time ofa mans death, the clear un- 


derſtanding of things, and the moſt 
perfect notices of truth are fully awa- 
kened ; and ſo conſequently men do 
ſee then that which they would not 


willingly ſee, or diſcern, or at leaſt 


acknowledge before. Laſtly, Mr. 
Calvin does confeſs once for all, That 
the divine Decrees are not according 
to the abſolute Power and Sove- 
reignty of God, in contradiftinction 
to his Juſtice ; and then they muſt be 
reſolv'd into the other part of the 


dilemma, That they are 1n an equal 


confideration of both his divine Ju- 
ſtice, and tender Mercy. As on the 
one hand, they have a direct aſpect 
on the Almighties Juſtice ; ſo they 


do alſo receive the reflex of his Mer- 
cy and Goodneſs, lince there 1s no_ 


juitice but carries along with it a 
mixture of compaſſion : for the grea« 
teſt ſeverity of the Letter of the Law 


of Man, is indeed the very cruelty of 


a Law. Thus you lee T have endea- 
=  - VOUr- 
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voured to diſcover a found and cer- 
tain Principle from what 15 truly. du- 
bious and uncertain ; and I have 
made it my bulineſs to preſent you 
with Gods revealed Will, being not 
too forward to pry into his fecret one. 
The former 15 and muft be. granted, 
and I perſwade my ſelf the latter 
mult be equally preſumed to be the 
ſame; and in this manner I have de- 
clared what 1s moſt reaſonable to af- 
firm and averr : whereby you may un- 
derſtand, that I do not make too 
bold reflexions upon the divine Ar- 
tributes ; and thus (as ſome have 
done) call in queſtion the reputa- 
tion of Gods. Juſtice and infinite } 
Goodneſs : yet here it muſt be gran= |} 
ted, That the prefixias Mr. Ca/vizx's | 
Name, hath given a great reputati- | 
to very many errors; and 'tis very | 
obvious in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that _ 
many perſons have entertained a high 
veneration for lome opinions, which 
have been derived from no other ori- 
ginal,:. than the great reverence they 
have for, and will pay to the Author ; 
as in that ſo memorable - an inſtance 
of Papias, who was the Diſciple and 
il : Scholar 
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| Scholar of S. John, of whom the 
Church Hiſtory does inform us, that 
' the great and venerable eſteem of 
TS his perſon did refle&t ſhine, and re- 
| putation. on the firſt appearance of 
the Error of the Mikexaries, which 
was, and is, That our Saviour 
Chriſt ſhould come at laſt to live, 
and plorioully to reign one thqu- 
ſand Years on the Earth. Now 
the Primitive Chriſtians could nor 
entertain a belief, that ſo really pi- 
ous a perſon would enſnare them 1n- 
to a perſuaſion of an opinion, which 
_. was not like himſelf, truly Orthodox 
 - and ſound, and Apoſtolical ; and 
therefore ſome eminent Fathers of 
1 the Church, as Juſtin Martyr, and 
|  Jrenews, did unanimoully follow Pa- 
| pzas in the very footſteps of his poſt- 
'| rive Afertion among them. Thus 
' ' when Mens perſons are admired, 
then their common breath paſſes in- 
| to divine Air; then all their Notions 
_ are preſently imbib'd, and as greedi- 
Fo ly ſucked in, though never ſo un- 
SF. Far and malignant : But ris ſtrange 
| that ſome ſhould eſteem the ſayings 
4 of fallible men, as the hy ” 
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God 3 and that their bold aFrma- 
tives thould be acinowledged for the |- 
moſt convincing Arguments. Now 


to mens private Opinions, and ſo ſa- 
crificing their Beliefs on that, hath 
been. of ſo fatal a conſequence, - that 
ſome mens private - fancies have 
been carefully. nurſt, and ſo grown 
up . into publick. errors: infomuch 
that they 1n this manner have given 
a ſad perpetuity to thoſe Peſtilencial 
Doctrines, which elſe would have 
expired, and have drawn their laſt 
breath with their Authours. ' Yet 
however here I thall not be too for- 
ward to anſwer that Queſtion, and 
reſolve that doubt which- Epiſcopizes 
does propoſe , whether Mr. Catviz's 
Works have not done, and produc'd. 
far more miſchief and hurt, than real 
good in the Church of God ; and now 
among us muſt men become as fa- 
mous on Record for their deſperate 
 Doctrines and Hereſies , as that per- 
ſon- was for his exceeding great and 
violent malice, that did ſet the Tem- 
ple of Diana on fire ? as ſome 

like the too hot Sons of Zebedee, 
| | + i 


this admiring, and lo eretting Altars | 


 . ſhine, and thar, in the very worſt 


"7 "nA ga p OO PORT * * et : MY Q _— Att prate ths Bk >. 2 bh $5. et ; ' "—— ny" ans , 
4, i "= £4 *% a Bas $+.5l OY e * . 7 ' Fhe-”” - ES £9 : , 6; - I MO, 7 a : pI - 8 
Is. ” h | PO w 7 - 24 oy ns Pres 
”; « ” - » F - : - a =S 
WE 4 ny, % 
- 
. A i ” , = 
Y F J p 
92 : 8 
, o F ; % * 
. 
7 Hi 
. 
; I S - 
A . 
< 
'S- 
: 3 
” 


have ſet the now Chriſtian Church 

.1n flames? And all this to fo ipglort- 
| onus an end, and upon poſſibly no 
| better a defign, than that they might 


of Characters to all Poſterity. Yer 

' Mr. Ca/vin does ſeem to make a full 

proof of his Doctrine, and as clear a 
belief of it, becauſs he was abſo- 
lutely born to be the grand and un- 

| controuled Patron of it, the great 

defender of this Gezeva Faith, though 
he gives, and layes down no better 
ground for it ; but becauſe he ap- 
| proves. and applauds ir, (as though” 
men were infallibly decreed to ſee 

| with his eyes, and not preſume to 

give a judgment of any thing that 
does diſguſt his Palate \) and ſo he pro- 

_ ceeds 1n the.common way, and road 

_ of an Exemplum (that being as im- 

| Perfect a Syllogiſm in Logick, as 

his Diſcourſe and Argymentation 
was concerning this point and fſub- 
ject) and- that he really likes the Do- 

_ Ctrine, becauſe he hath choſen it; 
and as abſolutely concludes it to be 
right, becauſe it is the proper object 
of his EleCtion ; ſo that being per- 
Cc — ome 
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fectly enamoured with it, he does by 
vertue and authority of his Elderſhip, 
expect that all men ſhould fall down, | 
and pay a ready and willing aſſent to 
his idoliz'd . Opinion. Nor indeed | 
can any 1man eſcape from being Re-} 

_ Probated, that does cor ſhall in the} 
leaſt wile refuſe and reject it. In the | 
57h. Pſalm, and the 107h. Verl, the | 

Lord does exprelly tell us, That his | 
thoughts are mot as our thoughts, net- | 
ther are his wayes as oar wayes. And | 

_-he does very eminently declare the | 

_ greatdiſparity of them ; and our weak 

* conceptions concerning, them, by the 
 - vaſt diſtance of the Heavens from the | 
bz | Globe of the Earth. And he fully | 
aſſures us with the higheſt proteſta- 
tion imaginable, That Gad-delights wot 
in the death of a ſinner; lothat mans | 
deſtruction cannot poſſibly be _ the 
product of the divine Will and ap- 
pointment, but it 1s really occaſioned 
by our own choice and too great-fol- 
ly in the Eleftion of it. And if God 
hath no pleafure in a poor {inners 
death, in this ſmaller puniſhment, 
the loſs of a Temporal life - then un- 
doubtedly he cannot have ia the | 
.. I nal | 
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nal damnation of men (the greateſt 
_ of all calamities and miſeries ). 1 could 
now evince to you farther, 7] hat this 
Dottrine of abſolute Predeſtination 
hath, and is made the infallible touch- 
{tone of all others, and it hath been 
Þ| fer up, and made the ſtandard by 
| which the moſt weighty and impor- 
| tant truths are to be judged, and mea- 
lured ; fo that no Dodcrine by ſuch 
men can be eſteemed holy and truly 
divine, neither the more moderate 
Profeſſors. of chem holy and good, if 
it and they have not the ſtamp, and 
real impreſs of this of Gods irreſpe- 
ctive Decrees upon it. And all the 
contra-Remonſtrants Thefes in Divint 
ty (of this Claſſis of men) are un- 
happily built on this ſo ſandy and 
infirm foundation of ablolute Eleti- 
on and Reprobation. Now to quote 
them all, and to give you a Cata- 
logue of them would be as endleſs, 
as difficult a Province, and all would 
be but the multiplying impertinen- 
cies and tediouſneſs. Bur laſtly, Why 
ſhould Mr.Calviz and his followers pro- 
| hibit men to make a ftri& inquiry into 
| thenature of the Divine proceedings 7 
; "WEN ſince 


ſince that opinioa muſt needs con- 
For when men deny to plead in 


1s bad, when they will nor come to 
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demn it felt ro be counterfeir, when Þ 
it refuſeth the trial of the Touchſtone ? F 


Courts of Juſtice, it 1s, and muſt cer- | 
tainly be concluded, that their cauſe 


the Teſt. And that muſt neceſſarily 

be accounted and reputed an errour, 
that does lurk, and hide it ſelf, which 
wraps up it ſelf in Miſt, and dwells 
in obſcurity; which diſdains to ap- 
pear in the day-lightof truth. Nay, | 
ſuch a Doctrine is moſt dangerous | 
and pernicious, when it ſo highly | 
concerns the Kingdom and the Church | 
the great ſafery and joynt intereſt | 
of both, to have it come under due | 
examination ; eſpecially ſince under | 
this ſpecious and plauſible pretence, 
the peace and tranquillity of the King- 


- dom, and of our: Church hath all a- 


Jong. and now ftill is too often and too. 
fadly diſturbed. And now by all that 
] have offered (good Sir) to your ſe- 
rious conſideration, and your fuller, 
and cleareſt information; you may 
evidently diſcover, ' that my real and 
ſincere purpole 1s to vindicate the 
— truth 
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truth of my preſent Aſertion, whence 
you may ſez, that what Thave done, 
hath not been to ſatisfie the demands 
ofan importuning curioſity, or to gra- 
- tifie the too nice 1nquiſitiveneſs of fome 
perſons; but only to enlighten you 
and others, in the right knowledge of 
yours, and their duty : And to enforce 
all by ſoundneſs of Argument, and 
the greateſt weight of Reaſon. So 
that I have not attempted to ſpin a 
fine and curious thred of diſcourſe, 
neither to affe*t any ftarcht formality 
in ſpeech, or quaintneſs of expreſſion. 
For I have aimed only-at perſpicuity, 
and deſigned due ſignificancy of words, 
being 1ndeed in this weighty point, 
more concern'd to convince mens 
judgments, if not invincibly fortified, 
and unhappily prepoſſeſt with preju- 
dices againſt 1t; than ſo powerfully to 
"Prevail and win on mens affeQions, 
ſo that you will find my whole ſe. 
ries of Diſcourſe to be very plain and 
practical ; which however, like Met- - 
tals re aſſuni'd, and taken back intoa 
Crucible, 1t might probably run more 
 refin'd, or it may become like Gold 
'Ore, run purer, as being caſt into a _ 
better 
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the true 
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Moft worthy Sir, 
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